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Continued

Plainsboro Preserve

February 25 ... Birdseed Orders Due
March 3 ........ Trash Pickup and Trail

Tuneup
March 10 ...... Bird Seed Pickup
March 10 ...... Woodcock and Amphibian

Evening Walk
March 16 ...... Sourlands Salamander

Search
March 17 ...... Tools of Native Americans
March 23 ...... Sourlands Salamander

Search
March 24 ...... Forest Scavenger Hunt
March 31 ...... Summer Camp Open

House
March 31 ...... Terrific Turtles
April 6 ........... Full Moon Hike
April 7 ........... Spring Egg Hunt
April 8 ........... Center Closed for Easter
April 9-13 ...... Spring into Spring Break
April 14 ......... Geocaching: A GPS

Scavenger Hunt
April 14 ......... Duke Birding by Bike
April 21 ......... Earth Day Festival
April 21 ......... Spring Bird Migration at the

Plainsboro Preserve
April 21 ......... Amazing Animals of Our

Vernal Ponds
April 21 ......... Signs of Spring Hike
April 28 ......... Salamander Search
April 28 ......... Birding: Sourland Moun-

tains Series Part 1:
Somerset Sourlands

May 5 ............ Stream Stomping
May 5 ............ Birding: Sourland Moun-

tains Series Part 2:
Explore Baldpate
Mountain

May 6 ............ Natural History of the Pine
Barrens Trip

May 12 .......... Fistfuls of Frogs
May 12 .......... World Series of Birding

Century Run
May 19 .......... The Birds Are Back in Town
May 26 .......... The Moth Ball
May 26 .......... Birdseed Orders Due
June 9 ........... Bird Seed Pickup

Order by Saturday, February 25 and  pick up on Saturday, March 10
And order by Saturday, May 26 and  pick up on Saturday, June 9

NJ Audubon is now offering birdhouses and
feeders made of Atlantic white cedar.

Birdseed order forms
are available at

www.njaudubon.org
or contact your
nearest center.

Field to Feeder Fundraiser

80 Scotts Corner Road, Cranbury, NJ 08512
Phone: 609.897.9400 / Fax: 609.897.0287

E-mail: plainsboro@njaudubon.org
Website: http://plainsboro.njaudubon.org

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Through March 15:

Tuesday to Saturday, 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Sunday, noon to 4:00 P.M.

March 15 through November 15: Tuesday to Saturday,
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. / Sunday, noon to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Mondays

Rancocas Nature Center

794 Rancocas Road, Mount Holly, NJ 08060
Phone: 609.261.2495 / Fax: 609.261.9916

E-mail: rancocas@njaudubon.org
Website: http://rancocas.njaudubon.org

HOURS: Tuesday to Saturday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Sunday, noon to 5:00 P.M. / Closed Mondays.

March 25 ...... Salamander Sunday
March 28 ...... Nature Toddlers Series 1

(Morning Session)
March 28 ...... Nature Toddlers Series 1

(Afternoon Session)
April 1 ........... Interpretive Trail Hike at

Rancocas
April 4 ........... Nature Toddlers Series 1

(Morning Session)
April 4 ........... Nature Toddlers Series 1

(Afternoon Session)
April 7 ........... Spring Birding at Forsythe
April 7 ........... Saturday Nature Explorers
April 11 ......... Burlington County Natural

Science Club

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all
NJ Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).

February 25 ... Birdseed Orders Due
March 3 ........ Saturday Nature Explorers
March 4 ........ Interpretive Trail Hike at

Rancocas
March 8 ........ Speaking of Nature Series
March 10 ...... Bird Seed Pickup
March 14 ...... Burlington County Natural

Science Club
March 14 ...... Nature Toddlers Series 1

(Morning Session)
March 14 ...... Nature Toddlers Series 1

(Afternoon Session)
March 17 ...... Early Migrants at

Pedricktown
March 21 ...... Nature Toddlers Series 1

(Morning Session)
March 21 ...... Nature Toddlers Series 1

(Afternoon Session)

Rancocas Nature Center cont’d
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Continued

April 12 ......... Speaking of Nature Series
April 15 ......... Celebrate Earth Day at

Rancocas
April 18&25 .. Nature Toddlers Series 2

(Morning Session)
April 18&25 .. Nature Toddlers Series 2

(Afternoon Session)
April 22 ......... Short Walk at Pennington

Park
April 28 ......... Atlantic County Park with

Lloyd Shaw
May 2 ............ Nature Toddlers Series 2

(Morning Session)
May 2 ............ Nature Toddlers Series 2

(Afternoon Session)
May 5 ............ Saturday Nature Explorers
May 6 ............ Interpretive Trail Hike at

Rancocas
May 6 ............ Natural History of the Pine

Barrens Trip
May 9 ............ Nature Toddlers Series 2

(Morning Session)
May 9 ............ Nature Toddlers Series 2

(Afternoon Session)
May 9 ............ Burlington County Natural

Science Club
May 10 .......... Speaking of Nature Series
May 12 .......... 29th Annual World Series

of Birding
May 15 .......... Weekday Birding at Sandy

Hook
May 20 .......... Birds, Bees, and Butterflies

in Your Backyard
May 23&30 ... Nature Toddlers Series 3

(Morning Session)
May 23&30 ... Nature Toddlers Series 3

(Afternoon Session)

Rancocas Nature Center cont’d Sandy Hook/All Things Birds cont’d

Sandy Hook/All Things Birds

Phone: 732.872.2500 / Fax: 732.872.2577
Voice of New Jersey Rare Bird Alert: 732.872.2595

Rare bird reports to: sightings@njaudubon.org

Programs Registration: Chris Tonkinson,
609.861.0700x11 chris.tonkinson@njaudubon.org

For Questions and Program Information
(after March 1, 2012):

Peter Bacinski, Bird Program Director,
Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanctuary

908.766.5787 pete.bacinski@njaudubon.org
Scott Barnes, Bird Program Director,

Plainsboro Preserve
609.897.9400 scott.barnes@njaudubon.org

March 3 ........ Hunterdon, Warren
Reservoir Bird Run

March 10 ...... Coastal Ocean County
Birding Hotspots

March 17 ...... Pedricktown, Mannington
and Featherbed

March 24 ...... Salem County Birding
March 31 ...... Sandy Hook for Early

Spring Arrivals and
Winter Birds

March 31 ...... Pete Bacinski’s Colonial
Waterbirds Program

April 7 ........... Merrill Creek, Spruce Run,
and Round Valley
Reservoirs

April 7 ........... Brigantine for Migrating
Waterfowl and Early
Arrivals

April 7 ........... Pete Bacinski’s Comprehen-
sive Warbler ID Work-
shop

April 14 ......... Migration Watch at
Sandy Hook

April 15 ......... The Hook for Great Birds
April 20 ......... Half-Day Birding at

Sandy Hook
April 21 ......... First of Season Trips to

Garret Mountain
April 21 ......... South Amboy for Little Gull

and Waterfowl
April 22 ......... Sandy Hook for Early

Passerines and Raptors
April 22 ......... Beginning Birders Sandy

Hook Walk (Free)
April 27 ......... Half-Day Birding at Sandy

Hook
April 28 ......... Atlantic County Park
April 28-29 .... Pete's Annual Belleplain/

Brig Trip
April 29 ......... Sandy Hook for Warblers

and Early Arrivals
May 4 ............ Half-Day Birding at Sandy

Hook
May 5 ............ Annual Garret Mountain

Birding Extravaganza
May 6 ............ Allendale Celery Farm
May 6 ............ Natural History of the Pine

Barrens Trip
May 10 .......... Garret Mountain for Great

Warblers
May 11 .......... Half-Day Birding at Sandy

Hook
May 12 .......... WSB Century Run (Must

register)
May 15 .......... The Hook for Great Birds
May 17 .......... Garret Mountain for

Difficult Warblers
May 19 .......... Sandy Hook’s Special Birds
May 19 .......... Pete Bacinski’s Spring

Shorebird ID Workshop
May 20 .......... Sandy Hook for Great

Spring Birding
May 23 .......... Late Season Birds at

The Hook
May 25 .......... Half-Day Birding

at Sandy Hook
May 26 .......... Old Mine Road Trip
May 27 .......... High Point SP and Stokes SF

for Nesters
May 30 .......... Old Mine Road TripMore information and

tickets are available on
our website:

www.njaudubon.org
Madison Hotel,

Morristown
Madison Hotel,

Morristown

May 27 .......... Short Walk with Sandra
Keller at Cooper River
Park, Camden County

May 26 .......... Birdseed Orders Due
June 9 ........... Bird Seed Pickup

Rancocas Nature Center cont’d
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Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanct.

11 Hardscrabble Road, Bernardsville, NJ 07924
Phone: 908.766.5787 / Fax: 908.766.7775

Website: http://sh.njaudubon.org

HOURS: Tuesday thru Saturday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Sunday, noon to 5:00 P.M.

Closed Mondays.

February 25 ... Birdseed Orders Due
February 25 ... Digital Photography

Workshop VI –
Creative Photography 1

March 3 ........ Merrill Creek, Spruce Run,
and Round Valley

March 7 ........ Backyard Birds Through the
Seasons

March 10 ...... Birdseed Sale Day
March 13 ...... Teacher-Naturalist Training

Program
March 17 ...... The Eagles of Merrill Creek
March 17 ...... Beginning Birding Series
March 17 ...... Pedricktown, Mannington

Marsh, and Featherbed
March 17 ...... Free Nature Walk at

Kittatinny Valley SP
March 20 ...... Teacher-Naturalist Training
March 24 ...... Family Fun at Scherman-

Hoffman: Bluebird Day
March 24 ...... Free Nature Walk at

Kittatinny Valley SP
March 24 ...... Digital Photography

Workshop VII –
Creative Photography 2

March 24 ...... Youth Birding and Natural
History Field Trip:
Meadowlands

March 27 ...... Teacher-Naturalist Training
March 30 ...... An Evening With The Frogs
April 3 ........... Teacher Naturalist Training

Program
April 4 ........... Common Butterflies and

Dragonflies
April 5 ........... Little Naturalists
April 7 ........... Family Fun at Scherman-

Hoffman: Spring
Wildflowers

April 7 ........... Merrill Creek, Spruce Run,
and Round Valley

April 7 ........... Forsythe National Wildlife
Refuge (aka Brigantine)

April 8 ........... Center Closed for Easter
April 10 ......... Teacher-Naturalist Training

Program
April 11 ......... Know the Bear Facts
April 12 ......... Little Naturalists
April 14 ......... Bins and Scopes For Birding
April 14 ......... Digital Photography

Workshop VIII –  Black-
and- White Photography

Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanct. Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanct.

Continued

April 15 ......... Sandy Hook
April 15 ......... Early Registration Ends for

Summer Camp
April 17 ......... Teacher-Naturalist Training

Program
April 19 ......... Hatha Yoga
April 19 ......... Little Naturalists
April 21 ......... Family Fun at Scherman-

Hoffman: Forest
April 21 ......... Free Nature Walk at

Kittatinny Valley SP
April 21 ......... Garret Mountain
April 21 ......... Beginning Birding Series
April 26 ......... Little Naturalists
April 26 ......... Hatha Yoga
April 27 ......... An Evening with the Frogs
April 28 ......... Free Nature Walk at

Kittatinny Valley SP
April 28 ......... Youth Birding and Natural

History Field Trip:
Hyper Humus

April 27-29 .... Field Trip to Bombay Hook
NWR, DE

May 2 ............ How to Use Wildflowerr
Field Guides

May 3 ............ Little Naturalists
May 3 ............ Hatha Yoga
May 5 ............ Family Fun at Scherman-

Hoffman: Frog Pond
May 5 ............ Digital Photography

Workshop IX – Bird
Photography

May 5 ............ Beginning Birding Series
May 6 ............ Allendale Celery Farm
May 6 ............ Youth Birding and Natural

History Field Trip:
Garret Mountain

May 6 ............ Natural History of the Pine
Barrens Trip

May 8 ............ Climate Change and
Gardeners Workshop

May 10 .......... Little Naturalists
May 10 .......... Hatha Yoga
May 12 .......... Word Series of Birding

Scherman-Hoffman
Century Runs

May 12 .......... Scherman-Hoffman and
Great Swamp Century Run

May 12 .......... Scherman-Hoffman Barkley
Family Big Stay

May 15 .......... Sandy Hook
May 17 .......... Little Naturalists
May 17 .......... Hatha Yoga
May 19 .......... Half-Day Field Trip for

Farmland and Ridgeline
Wildlife

May 19 .......... Family Fun at Scherman-
Hoffman: Vernal Ponds

May 19 .......... Fairy Gardens

May 19 .......... Digital Photography
Workshop Field Trip

May 19 .......... Free Nature Walk at
Kittatinny Valley SP

May 24 .......... Little Naturalists
May 24 .......... Hatha Yoga
May 26 .......... Birdseed Orders Due
May 26 .......... Free Nature Walk at

Kittatinny Valley SP
May 27 .......... High Point State Park and

Stokes State Forest
May 31 .......... Little Naturalists
May 31 .......... Hatha Yoga
June 2 ........... Family Fun at Scherman-

Hoffman: River
June 2 ........... Native Plant Sale
June 7 ........... Hatha Yoga
June 9 ........... Birdseed Sale Day
June 14 ......... Hatha Yoga
June 16 ......... Family Fun at Scherman-

Hoffman: Field
June 21 ......... Hatha Yoga
June 24-29 ..... Ridge and Valley Walkers

Overnight Camp, Session 1
June 25-29 .... Habitat Adventures Summer

Camp Grades 1-3
June 25-29 .... Junior Naturalist Summer

Camp Grades 4-6
July 2,3,5,6 .... Our Green Planet Preschool

Day Camp
July 9-13 ....... Wet & Wild Summer Camp

Grades 1-3
July 9-13 ....... Wild Wetlands Summer

Camp Grades 4-6
July 9-13 ....... Island Explorers Overnight

Adventure Camp
Grades 6-8

July 15-20 ..... Ridge and Valley Walkers
Overnight Camp, Session 2

July 16-20 ..... Scutes, Scales, and Tails
Summer Camp Grades 1-3

July 16-20 ..... Herptiles Summer Camp
Grades 4-6

July 23-27 ..... Animal Kingdom Summer
Camp Grades 1-3

July 23-27 ..... Fabulous Flyers Summer
Camp Grades 4-6

July 23-27 ..... Island Explorers Overnight
Adventure Camp
Grades 6-8

July 30-Aug 3 . Water, Water, Everywhere
Summer Camp Grades 1-3

July 30-Aug 3 Watershed Address Summer
Camp Grades 4-6

Aug 6-10 ....... Going Buggy Summer
Camp Grades 1-3

Aug 6-10 ....... Incredible Insects Summer
Camp Grades 4-6
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Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanct.

Wattles Stewardship Center

Weis Ecology Center Weis Ecology Center cont’d

1024 Anderson Road, Port Murray, NJ  07865
Phone: 908.837.9571 / Fax: 908.837.9569
E-mail: gylla.macgregor@njaudubon.org

Website: www.njaudubon.org/conservation

No public facilities. Trails and parking area are open
from sunrise to sunset.

150 Snake Den Road, Ringwood, NJ 07456
Phone: 973.835.2160 / Fax: 973.835.8986

E-mail: weis@njaudubon.org
Website: http://weis.njaudubon.org

HOURS: Friday through Sunday, 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
CLOSED: Monday through Thursday.

March 17 ...... Women's Hike
April 6 ........... All-Natural Egg Dyeing
April 7 ........... Camouflage Egg Hunt
April 8 ........... Closed for Easter
April 14 ......... Women's Hike
April 15 ......... Soil and Water Merit Badge
April 15 ......... Almost New England WWW

Walk
April 19 ......... Nature Discovery Time
April 21 ......... Garret Mountain Birding
April 21 ......... Vernal Pools for Families

Make check payable to:
New Jersey Audubon

9 Hardscrabble Road, Bernardsville, NJ 07924
ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP
❏ President’s Circle $5,000
❏ Life Couple $3,000
❏ Life Individual $2,000
❏ Golden Eagle $500
❏ Goldfinch $250
❏ Friend $100
❏ Family $45

 ($35 for new members)

❏ Individual $39
 ($30 for new members)

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

____________________________________________________

City _________________________________________________

State, Zip ____________________________________________

Phone _______________________________________________

E-mail _______________________________________________

GET INVOLVED—JOIN

Join online www.njaudubon.org

BENEFITS INCLUDE:BENEFITS INCLUDE:
NEW JERSEY AUDUBON MAGAZINE

EDUCATION COURSES

35 SANCTUARIES

10 NATURE CENTERS

MEMBERS’ EVENTS

BOOKSTORE DISCOUNTS

FIELD TRIPS

EXHIBITS & FAIRS

VACATIONS WITH NATURE

HABITAT PRESERVATION

NEW JERSEY AUDUBON MAGAZINE

EDUCATION COURSES

35 SANCTUARIES

10 NATURE CENTERS

MEMBERS’ EVENTS

BOOKSTORE DISCOUNTS

FIELD TRIPS

EXHIBITS & FAIRS

VACATIONS WITH NATURE

HABITAT PRESERVATION

GET INVOLVED—JOIN

PHOTO BY KEVIN T. KARLSON

April 22 ......... Earth Day Work Day
April 27 ......... Vernal Pools for Families
April 28 ......... Basics of Birding: Bird Walk
May 5 ............ Birding Bonanza
May 6 ............ Allendale Celery Farm
May 6 ............ Reptile and Amphibian

Merit Badge
May 6 ............ Jenny Jump Trails WWW

Walk
May 12 .......... Geology Jaunt
May 13 .......... Mother's Day Hike
May 17 .......... Nature Discovery Time
May 19 .......... Women's Hike
May 20 .......... Basic of Birding: Bird Walk
May 20 .......... Pingyp Mountain WWW

Walk
May 20 .......... Buggin' Out
May 27 .......... Geology Merit Badge

The right optics
for you!

New Jersey Audubon
Optics Experts. Wide Selection.

Great Prices!

www.njaudubon.org

Aug 13-17 ..... Natural Art Summer Camp
Grades 1-3

Aug 13-17 ..... Art and Nature Summer
Camp Grades 4-6

Aug 20-24 ..... Nature From The Ground
Up Summer Camp
Grades 1-3

Aug 20-24 ..... Earth Connection Summer
Camp Grades 4-6

Aug 27-31 ..... Who Lives Here? Summer
Camp Grades 1-3

Aug 27-31 ..... Budding Biologists Summer
Camp Grades 4-6

May 19 .......... Half-Day Field Trip for
Farmland and Ridgeline
Wildlife
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Spring 2012 Programs
March through May

Cape May Bird Observatory
Center for Research and Education
600 Route 47 North, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
Phone: 609.861.0700  /  Fax: 609.861.1651
Research & Conservation Phone: 609.861.1608
HOURS: Tuesday through Saturday, 9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.
Northwood Center
P.O. Box 3, 701 East Lake Drive, Cape May Point, NJ 08212
Phone: 609.884.2736  /  Fax: 609.884.6052
HOURS: March through May: Every day, 9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

WEBSITES: www.birdcapemay.org  •  www.njaudubon.org  •  www.featheredgeoptics.org
CLOSURES: Both CMBO centers will be closed Sunday, April 8, for Easter and Monday, May 28, for Memorial Day.

Field Trip Assistants:
Shaun and Cindy Bamford,Tom Baxter,

Carrie Bell, Claudia Burns, Catherine Busch,
Tony Klock, Sarah McCarty, Kyle Rossner, Mary Jane Slugg,

Bill Smythe, Lee Smythe, Tanya Usyk, and Nancy Watson

Sanctuary Staff:
Mike Crewe, Program Director
Pete Dunne, Vice President of Natural History Information

and Sanctuary Director
Amy Gaberlein, Nature Store Associate
Sheila Lego, Administrative and Marketing Director
Brian Moscatello, Sales Manager
Marleen Murgitroyde, Business and Events Coordinator
Deb Shaw, Administrative Director
CariAnne Slotterback, Nature Store Associate
Gail Stern, Nature Store Associate
Chris Tonkinson, Program Registrar
Susan Zipper, Nature Store Associate

Research Department
René Buccinna, Administrative Assistant, Research and Education
Vince Elia, Research Associate
Robert Fogg, Research Project Coordinator
Patti Hodgetts, Research Associate
David Mizrahi, Vice President of Research

Education Department:
Dale Rosselet, Vice President of Education

Conservation Department
Jean Lynch, Stewardship Project Director, South Region

Suzanne Treyger, Stewardship Project Coordinator

Associate Naturalist Emeritus:
Bill Glaser

Associate Naturalists:
Jim Armstrong, Warren Cairo, Janet Crawford,

Megan Crewe, Gail Dwyer, Mike Fritz, Mark Garland,
 Chris Hajduk, Mike Hannisian, Bert Hixon, Kathy Horn,

Roger Horn, Karen Johnson, Will Kerling, David Lord,
Karl and Judy Lukens, Michael O’Brien, B.J. Pinnock,
Tom Reed, Patty Rourke, Lloyd Shaw, Chuck Slugg,

Lena Usyk, Steve Weis, Scott Whittle, and Louise Zemaitis

Weekly Walks/Activities
The following regularly scheduled program activities, led by CMBO’s stellar
associate naturalists and professional staff, meet at locations highlighted on
the CMBO Bird and Butterfly Map of Cape May County, available online at
www.birdcapemay.org or from either CMBO center. Bring binoculars, field
guides, bug repellent, sunscreen, and drinking water. Dress for prevailing
weather and protection from sun, heat, cold, wind, rain, and insects. Note:
Programs may be cancelled due to difficult/unsafe weather conditions (this
rarely happens).
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers unless otherwise indicated.
(Walk tickets are available at a savings: 10 tickets for $50 members, $80
nonmembers.) NO PREREGISTRATION NECESSARY.

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 Programs and Events

Continued

CLOSURES
CRE will be closed Sunday,
April 8, for Easter. Both CMBO
centers will be closed Monday,
May 28, for Memorial Day.

SATURDAYS
BIRDING CAPE MAY POINT
Saturdays, March 3 to 24
8:00 to 10:00 A.M.
Great year-round birding occurs right
in the heart of Cape May Point. Meet
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Continued

CMBO naturalists at Cape May Point
State Park near the Hawkwatch
Platform. Enjoy wintering waterfowl
and songbirds and, in March, search
for early returning migrants.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

PHOTO WALKS
WITH MIKE HANNISIAN
Saturdays, March 3 to 31
7:30 to 9:30 A.M.
Bring your camera and gear for a
gentle but serious nature photo
learning expedition around Cape
May Point. Mike is an experienced,
published, award-winning photogra-
pher, writer, and teacher who is
interested in all forms of nature
photography. Expect a variety of
shooting opportunities, from birds to
plants to ice formations to land-
scapes. Meet on the Hawkwatch
Platform, Cape May Point State Park,
and please bring your camera user
guide book if available.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

SPRING MIGRANTS
AT THE REA FARM
Saturdays, March 31 to May 26
EXCEPT May 12 and 19
7:30 to 9:30 A.M.
Some of the spring’s best birding
occurs on this working farm, known
locally as “The Beanery.” NJ
Audubon has leased the birding
privileges, giving us access to some
of the least-disturbed parts of Cape
May Point. Prothonotary Warblers,
Indigo Buntings, and more.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

BIRDS OF
BELLEPLAIN STATE FOREST
Saturdays, March 31 to May 26
EXCEPT May 12 and 19
7:30 to 10:30 A.M.
Many southern birds, including
Summer Tanager, Hooded Warbler,
Acadian Flycatcher, and Yellow-billed
Cuckoo are near the northern limit of
their breeding range in Belleplain.
Our leaders know the best spots.
Meet at the Belleplain State Forest
Field Office, just off Route 550, west
of Woodbine.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members,

$10 nonmembers.

THE BIRDS OF CAPE MAY: A
BIRD WALK FOR ALL PEOPLE
Saturdays, March 31 to May 26
EXCEPT May 12 and 19
3:00 to 5:00 P.M.
Not watching birds when in Cape
May is like not visiting the Grand
Canyon when in Arizona! Whether
you are a seasoned birder or have
never really thought about watching
birds on purpose before, meet
CMBO naturalists at the Wildlife
Viewing Platform at Cape May Point
State Park for a relaxed afternoon of
birding. No binoculars? No problem
– loaners will be available and we’ll
show you how to use them if neces-
sary. See twenty species of birds or
the walk is free! No preregistration
necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

SUNDAYS
SUNDAY MORNING
AT TURKEY POINT
Sundays, March 4 to 25
8:00 to 10:00 A.M.
Meet CMBO naturalists for a walk for
winter birds down New Jersey’s
Miracle Mile. Meet at the end of
Turkey Point Road in Cumberland
County (reached from Route 553
south of the town of Dividing Creek).
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

NIGHTFALL AT JAKES LANDING
Sunday, March 4
4:30 P.M. to dusk
Sunday, March 18
5:30 P.M. to dusk
Search for wildlife where the forest
meets the salt marsh at Jakes Land-
ing. Meet CMBO naturalists at the
end of Jakes Landing Road, near
Dennisville. Watch for Northern
Harriers, Short-eared Owls, Great
Horned Owls, winter songbirds, and
early migrants in March. No preregis-
tration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

NIGHTFALL AT CORBIN CITY
IMPOUNDMENTS
Sundays, March 11 and 25
5:30 P.M. to dusk
The Corbin City Unit of Tuckahoe
Wildlife Management Area overlooks
rich marshes along the Tuckahoe and
Great Egg Harbor Rivers, a winter
hotspot for Rough-legged Hawks,
Short-eared Owls, Northern Harriers,

Bald and Golden Eagles, winter
waterfowl, winter songbirds, and
early migrants in March. Meets at
North Branch of Cape May County
Library: Northbound on Garden State
Parkway, take Exit 20 to Route 50; go
3.9 miles to Dennisville-Petersburg
Road (Route 631); turn right, watch
for Upper Township Library on right
side less than one mile. Southbound
on Garden State Parkway, take Exit
25 toward CR 623/ Ocean City/
Marmora; right onto Roosevelt Blvd./
CR 623; after 0.6 miles, CR 623
becomes Route 631; continue on
Route 631 for 4.2 miles and watch
for library on the left. No preregistra-
tion necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

COX HALL CREEK (VILLAS) WMA
BIRD WALK
Sundays, April 1 to May 20
EXCEPT May 13 and 20
7:30 to 9:30 A.M.
Explore this 253-acre state wildlife
management area, formerly a golf
course. Trails include easy-walking
asphalt paths traversing meadows,
open woods, numerous ponds, and
wet woods along Cox Hall Creek.
Good for woodpeckers, Pine War-
blers, and other early migrants. Meet
the leaders at the parking area at the
west end of Shawmount Ave. (off
Route 603 / Bayshore Road, south of
Route 654 / Fulling Mill Road, 0.2
miles south of the Lower Township
municipal buildings and library).
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

BELLEPLAIN WILDLIFE
Sundays, April 15 to May 27
EXCEPT May 13 and 20
10:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.
Join CMBO naturalists to find spring
butterflies, dragonflies, and birds;
learn trees, shrubs, and wildflowers;
and just, well, have a great time
looking at everything! The plan is to
go somewhere different each week,
according to season and what local
conditions are like. One week it could
be baskettails and elfins on the dirt
trails, another week, orchids in the
shady mountain laurel thickets,
another week we could be looking
for Bog Coppers and pitcher plants.
And no matter what we do, there will
always be birds! Rubber boots
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Continued

Go to www.birdcapemay.org
or call 609.861.0700 for details
on these and other workshops.

Birding and
learning in

famous
Cape May, NJ

CAPE MAY
SCHOOL OF
BIRDING 2012

strongly recommended. Meet at the
Belleplain State Forest Office just off
Route 550, west of Woodbine.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

MONDAYS
BIRDING THE MEADOWS
WITH PETE DUNNE
Mondays, March 19 to May 28
7:30 to 9:30 A.M.
Join Pete Dunne and other CMBO
naturalists at The Nature
Conservancy’s Cape May Migratory
Bird Refuge. The spring birding can
be very rewarding at this recently
restored hotspot. Meet at the refuge
parking lot on Sunset Blvd.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

SHOREBIRDS AT HEISLERVILLE
WITH PETE DUNNE
Mondays, April 16 to May 21
3:00 to 5:00 P.M.
Join Pete Dunne and other CMBO
naturalists at the epicenter of spring
shorebirding on the edge of Dela-
ware Bay. The impoundment at
Heislerville WMA has become a
spring legend, attracting up to four
Curlew Sandpipers in recent springs,
plus lots of other shorebirds. De-
pending on tide conditions, this field
trip may visit nearby East Point or
Thompson’s Beach. Meet at the
clamshell parking area at the end of
Matt’s Landing Road near
Heislerville, next to the impound-
ment and across from the marina.
Bring a scope if you have one.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

TUESDAYS
HIDDEN CORNERS OF
BELLEPLAIN
Tuesdays, April 17 to May 22
7:30 to 9:30 A.M.
Visit some of the lesser-known parts
of this marvelous state forest for
spring migrant birds, wildflowers,
and whatever crosses our path. Meet
at the Belleplain State Forest Field
Office, just off Route 550, west of
Woodbine. No preregistration
necessary.
Cost: $6 members,

$10 nonmembers.

PHOTO WALKS
WITH SCOTT WHITTLE
Tuesdays, April 3 to May 29
8:00 to 10:00 A.M.
Bring your camera and gear up for a
relaxed photo-and-learning expedi-
tion around Cape May Point. Scott is
a professional photographer and an
instructor for our popular bird
photography workshops. Meet in
front of the Hawkwatch Platform,
Cape May Point State Park.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

EZ BIRDING at Cape May Point
State Park
Tuesdays, April 3 to May 29
9:00 to 11:00 A.M.
We don’t start too early, we don’t
walk too far, and we’re never far
from a bathroom – but we see a lot
of birds anyway! These easy-paced
walks are great for new birders or
anyone who wants to relax a bit.
Loaner binoculars are available. Meet
CMBO naturalists in front of the
Hawkwatch Platform at Cape May
Point State Park. No preregistration
necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

WEDNESDAYS
BIRDING CAPE MAY POINT
Wednesdays,
March 21 to May 30
7:30 to 9:30 A.M.
Some of South Jersey’s best birding
occurs right in the heart of Cape May
Point. Meet Mike Crewe and CMBO
naturalists at Cape May Point State
Park at the Hawkwatch Platform.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

NUMMY’S ISLAND BIRD WALK
Wednesdays, April 4 to May 30
4:30 to 6:30 P.M.
This rich saltmarsh is one of the best
spots to observe hunting and breed-
ing Clapper Rails, herons and egrets,
American Oystercatchers, Ospreys,
Black Skimmers, terns, and Seaside
Sparrows; and to enjoy mudflats
teeming with migrant shorebirds.
Meet CMBO naturalists on Nummy’s
Island just south of the free bridge on
Ocean Drive after leaving Stone
Harbor.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

EXPLORING CUMBERLAND
Wednesdays, May 2 to 23
7:30 to 10:30 A.M.
Visit little-known hotspots in eastern
Cumberland County and search for
migrants and breeding birds while
also enjoying wildflowers, amphib-
ians, and more. Meet CMBO natural-
ists at the parking area at the base of
the Maurice River Bridge on Route
670, just a few miles from the west-
ern junction of Routes 47 and 347.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

THURSDAYS
BIRDS OF BELLEPLAIN
STATE FOREST
Thursdays, April 5 to May 31
EXCEPT May 17
7:30 to 10:30 A.M.
Many southern birds, including
Summer Tanagers, Hooded Warblers,
Acadian Flycatchers, and Yellow-

March 15-16 (2 days)
New! Waterfowl Heading North

March 31 (1 day)
Gulls Simplified

April 1 (1 day)
Field Sketching for Beginners

April 21-22 (2 days)
Introduction to
Bird Photography

April 28-29 (2 days)
Birding by Ear –
Eastern Birds

May 5-7 (3 days)
Spring Migration
Peak Weekend

May 8-9 (2 days)
Warblers by Sight
and Sound

May 14-15 (2 days)
Spring Shorebirds

June 9 (1 day)
New! Identifying Trees
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billed Cuckoos are near the northern
limit of their breeding range in
Belleplain. Our leaders know the best
spots. Meet CMBO leaders at the
Belleplain State Forest Office just off
Route 550, west of Woodbine.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

NEW!
BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BOTANY
Thursdays, April 5 to May 31
EXCEPT May 17
9:00 to 11:00 A.M.
Join Mike Crewe to look at every-
thing that’s natural in Cape May. As
spring gradually unfolds, we’ll see
the emergence of the first spring
flowers, the arrival of breeding
songbirds and the gradual change-
over from early spring butterflies to
early summer dragonflies. Come as
often as you can and see things
change before your very eyes! Meet
at Cox Hall Creek WMA (Shawmount

Ave). No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

SHOREBIRDS AT HEISLERVILLE
WITH PETE DUNNE
Thursdays, April 19 to May 24
1:00 to 3:00 P.M.
See Monday trip writeup for details.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

FRIDAYS
WINTER EVENINGS
AT THE MEADOWS
Fridays, March 2 to 23
5:00 P.M. to dusk on March 2 and 9
6:00 P.M. to dusk on March 16 and 23
Join CMBO naturalists at The Nature
Conservancy’s Cape May Migratory
Bird Refuge parking area on Sunset
Boulevard to enjoy this magic season
at a magic time, when local birders
have come to expect woodcock
displaying, snipe on the move,
Virginia Rails calling, and other

signs of spring.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

HIGBEE’S BEACH BIRD WALK
Fridays, March 30 to May 25
EXCEPT May 18
7:30 to 9:30 A.M.
Blue Grosbeaks, Brown Thrashers,
Yellow-breasted Chats, Yellow War-
blers, and White-eyed Vireos all arrive
in April to breed here. Many spring
warblers and other songbirds migrate
through. Join Mike Crewe and CMBO
naturalists at the Higbee’s Beach
Wildlife Management Area parking
lot, located at the west end of New
England Road. Additional parking is
available on the road to the jetty
which leads to the right from the
entrance to the lot.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

Continued
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A MEADOWS AFTERNOON
Fridays, April 6 to May 25
EXCEPT May 18
3:00 to 5:00 P.M.
The open landscape of the South
Cape May Meadows is ideal for
afternoon birding. Seasonally
flooded ponds attract ducks and
shorebirds, while beach nesters like
Piping Plovers and American Oyster-
catchers will be back and active.
No preregistration necessary.
Cost: $6 members, $10 nonmembers.

CAPE MAY SCHOOL OF
BIRDING WORKSHOPS

Preregistration required
See boxed program registration
information at the end of this listing for
details on how to register for these
limited-registration programs. Please
register early: most programs fill, but
undersubscribed programs may be
cancelled five days in advance.

NEW!
WATERFOWL HEADING NORTH
Thursday-Friday,
March 15-16 (2 days)
Meet 7:30 A.M. at Cape May Point
State Park
With Pete Dunne. Say goodbye to
winter and hello to northbound
ducks and geese. They’re beautiful.
They’re cooperative. Great subjects
for birders learning the basics, but a
challenge for experienced birders, too
– or as one VERY accomplished birder
once put it: “Why is it after twenty
years I still can’t identify scaup.” The
focus will be waterfowl. Likely loca-
tions include Cape Island, Stone
Harbor, Forsythe NWR, and Barnegat
Light. The target is 30 species of ducks
and geese plus other birds of the
ocean, back bays, and freshwater and
tidal marshes. NOTE: CMBO’s AN-
NUAL OPTICS SALE IS MARCH 17-18.
Field-test binoculars and spotting
scopes on the workshop before the
sale! Preregistration required.
Cost: $150 members,

$190 nonmembers.

GULLS SIMPLIFIED
Saturday, March 31 (1 day)
Meet 8:00 A.M. at Cape May Point
State Park.
With Michael O’Brien. From the
brown and mottled to the clean and
gray, you either love gulls or you

don’t. Whatever camp you’re in, join
Michael O’Brien for a morning in the
field learning the easy way to sepa-
rate the four common winter gulls
and practicing sifting flocks of gulls
for something rare – and perhaps
even find an Iceland Gull or other
species. We’ll also cut through the
fancy terminology around age and
molt. After lunch we’ll head indoors
for a review of gull plumages, aging,
and some of the rarer species.
Second leader (if registration war-
rants): Mike Crewe. Preregistration
required.
Cost: $85 members,

$125 nonmembers.

FIELD SKETCHING
FOR BEGINNERS
Sunday, April 1 (1 day)
Meet 8:00 A.M. at Cape May Point
State Park.
With Michael O’Brien. There is no
better way to learn the details of a
bird’s structure and plumage than to
draw it, and many expert birders, like
Michael and Louise, are also artists.
Learn tips and tricks for quickly
sketching birds in the field when
there may not be time for painstak-
ing observation. Drawing birds
brings advantages to non-artists, too,
simply from the need to look at a bird
critically in order to draw it, and is a
great way to document an unusual
species. No artistic talent or training
needed. This workshop has been
very popular – sign up early! Second
leader (if registration warrants):

Louise Zemaitis. Preregistration
required.
Cost: $85 members,

$125 nonmembers.

INTRODUCTION TO
BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY
Saturday and Sunday,
April 21 to 22 (2 days)
Meet 8:00 A.M. at Cape May Point
State Park.
With Scott Whittle. Register early –
there was a waiting list last year, and
those who attended clamored for
more! Whether you’re looking to
accelerate your identification skills, or
show the world how you see the
birds around you, the camera is a
perfect tool. In this two-day work-
shop, professional photographer
Scott Whittle will help you work with
the equipment you have to achieve
your photographic goals. The course
will include an overview of gear and
how to use it, shooting sessions in
the field, and how to develop a
digital workflow that gets you the
best possible image. Participants are
encouraged to bring their cameras
and laptops, or borrow equipment
from a friend.
Cost: $150 members,

$190 nonmembers.

BIRDING BY EAR
Saturday and Sunday,
April 28 to 29 (2 days)
Meet 7:00 A.M. at Belleplain State
Forest field office in Woodbine.

Continued on page 7
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Cape May Bird Observatory
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance

Continued

February 25 . Brigantine and Mott’s
Creek

March 2 ....... Winter Evening at the
Meadows

March 3 ....... Birding at Cape May
Point

March 3 ....... Photo Walk
March 3 ....... Woodcock Dance
March 4 ....... Turkey Point
March 4 ....... Jake's Landing
March 9 ....... Winter Evening at the

Meadows
March 10 ..... Birding Cape May Point
March 10 ..... Photo Walk
March 10 ..... Woodcock Dance
March 11 ..... Turkey Point
March 11 ..... Corbin City
March 15-16 Waterfowl Heading

North Workshop
March 16 ..... Winter Evening at the

Meadows
March 17 ..... Optics Sale
March 17 ..... Birding Cape May Point
March 17 ..... Photo Walk
March 17 ..... Loons and Shorebirds

Boat Trip
March 18 ..... Optics Sale
March 18 ..... Turkey Point
March 18 ..... Jake's Landing
March 19 ..... South Cape May

Meadows
March 21 ..... Birding Cape May Point
March 23 ..... Winter Evening at the

Meadows
March 24 ..... Birding Cape May Point
March 24 ..... Photo Walk
March 24 ..... Poor Man's Pelagic
March 24 ..... Loons and Shorebirds

Boat Trip
March 25 ..... Turkey Point
March 25 ..... Corbin City
March 26 ..... South Cape May

Meadows
March 28 ..... Birding Cape May Point
March 30 ..... Higbee's Beach
March 31 ..... Gulls Simplified

Workshop
March 31 ..... Rea Farm
March 31 ..... Belleplain Bird Walk
March 31 ..... Photo Walk
March 31 ..... Salt Marsh Safari
March 31 ..... Bird Walk for All People
March 31 ..... Raptors and Waterfowl

on the Maurice River
April 1 .......... Field Sketching
April 1 .......... Cox Hall Creek WMA
April 1 .......... Raptors and Waterfowl

on the Maurice River

April 2 .......... South Cape May
Meadows

April 3 .......... EZ Birding
April 3 .......... Photo Walk
April 4 .......... Birding Cape May Point
April 4 .......... Nummy's Island
April 5 .......... Belleplain Bird Walk
April 5 .......... Birds, Beasts, and Botany
April 6 .......... Higbee's Beach
April 6 .......... South Cape May

Meadows
April 7 .......... Rea Farm
April 7 .......... Belleplain Bird Walk
April 7 .......... Salt Marsh Safari
April 7 .......... Raptors and Waterfowl

on the Maurice River
April 7 .......... Bird Walk for All People
April 8 .......... Cox Hall Creek WMA
April 8 .......... CRE Closed for Easter
April 9 .......... South Cape May

Meadows
April 10 ........ Photo Walk
April 10 ........ EZ Birding
April 11 ........ Birding Cape May Point
April 11 ........ Nummy's Island
April 12 ........ Belleplain Bird Walk
April 12 ........ Birds, Beasts, Botany
April 13 ........ Higbee's Beach
April 13 ........ South Cape May

Meadows
April 14 ........ Rea Farm
April 14 ........ Belleplain Bird Walk
April 14 ........ Salt Marsh Safari
April 14 ........ Raptors and Waterfowl

on the Maurice River
April 14 ........ Bird Walk for All People
April 15 ........ Cox Hall Creek WMA
April 15 ........ Belleplain Wildlife
April 15 ........ Raptors and Waterfowl

on the Maurice River
April 16 ........ South Cape May

Meadows
April 16 ........ Heislerville Shorebirds
April 17 ........ Hidden Corners Belleplain
April 17 ........ Photo Walk
April 17 ........ EZ Birding
April 18 ........ Birding Cape May Point
April 18 ........ Nummy's Island
April 19 ........ Belleplain Bird Walk
April 19 ........ Birds, Beasts, Botany
April 19 ........ Heislerville Shorebirds
April 20 ........ Higbee's Beach
April 20 ........ So. Cape May Meadows
April 21 ........ Art of Bird Finding

Workshop
April 21-22 ... Bird Photography

Workshop
April 21 ........ Rea Farm

April 21 ........ Belleplain Bird Walk
April 21 ........ Salt Marsh Safari
April 21 ........ Raptors and Waterfowl

on the Maurice River
April 21 ........ Bird Walk for All People
April 22 ........ Cox Hall Creek WMA
April 22 ........ Belleplain Wildlife
April 22 ........ Raptors and Waterfowl

on the Maurice River
April 23 ........ South Cape May

Meadows
April 23 ........ Heislerville Shorebirds
April 24 ........ Hidden Corners

Belleplain
April 24 ........ Photo Walk
April 24 ........ EZ Birding
April 25 ........ Birding Cape May Point
April 25 ........ Nummy's Island
April 26 ........ Belleplain Bird Walk
April 26 ........ Birds, Beasts, Botany
April 26 ........ Heislerville Shorebirds
April 27 ........ Higbee's Beach
April 27 ........ So Cape May Meadows
April 28-29 ... Birding By Ear

Workshop
April 28 ........ Rea Farm
April 28 ........ Belleplain Bird Walk
April 28 ........ Salt Marsh Safari
April 28 ........ Loons and Shorebirds

Boat Trip
April 28 ........ Bird Walk for All People
April 28 ........ Great Egg Harbor River

Cruise
April 29 ........ Cox Hall Creek WMA
April 29 ........ Back Bay Birding Boat
April 29 ........ Belleplain Wildlife
April 30 ........ Birds of Peaslee WMA
April 30 ........ South Cape May

Meadows
April 30 ........ Back Bay Birding Boat
April 30 ........ Heislerville Shorebirds
May 1........... Hidden Corners

Belleplain
May 1........... Photo Walk
May 1........... EZ Birding
May 2........... Birding Cape May Point
May 2........... Exploring Cumberland
May 2........... Nummy's Island
May 3........... Belleplain Bird Walk
May 3........... Birds, Beasts, Botany
May 3........... Heislerville Shorebirds
May 4........... Higbee's Beach
May 4........... South Cape May

Meadows
May 5-7 ....... Spring Migration

Workshop
May 5........... Rea Farm
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With Michael O’Brien. Everyone’s
dreamed of learning bird songs, and
everyone can. Even experienced
birders spend time each spring
“getting their ear in,” re-learning the
songs they already know. Jump-start
your audio-recall by learning how to
listen critically, group and categorize
song types, and (as your song and
call repertoire grow) gain confidence
and skill. Many of southern N.J.’s
breeding birds are back and singing
heartily, and migrants will be joining
the chorus, too. Second leader (if
registration warrants): Louise
Zemaitis. Preregistration required.
Cost: $150 members,

$190 nonmembers.

SPRING MIGRATION
PEAK WEEKEND
Saturday through Monday,
May 5 through 7 (3 days)
Meet 7:00 A.M. at Cape May Point
State Park.
With Louise Zemaitis. Birding for
everything! Celebrate spring with

migrating songbirds deposited by
the night sky and shorebirds teeming
on the mudflats. Hooded and Ken-
tucky Warblers sing in the shadows
of Belleplain State Forest, while
Summer Tanagers “piki-tuck” over-
head. Red Knots and Sanderlings
feed in mosaics of rust and silver on
the Delaware Bay shore, and egrets
and herons dot the back bay mead-
ows. This workshop is all about
diversity and focuses not only on
identifying the birds, but also learn-
ing about their lives. Second leader
(if registration warrants) to be
announced.
Preregistration required.
Cost: $225 members,

$265 nonmembers.

WARBLERS BY
SIGHT AND SOUND
Tuesday and Wednesday,
May 8 to 9 (2 days)
Meet 7:00 A.M. at Belleplain State
Forest field office.
With Louise Zemaitis. It’s been

suggested that without the excite-
ment of warblers in the spring, there
would be no birdwatching as we
know it today. No other family of
North American birds is so colorful,
vocal and animate. No spring is
complete without a trip seeking
warbler waves. Here’s your trip.
Timed to catch the peak of the north-
ern migrant wave and see species like
Blackburnian and Canada Warblers
and southern species like Hooded and
Prothonotary Warblers. And did we
mention that vireos, thrushes, and
tanagers will also be about?! Second
leader (if registration warrants):
Michael O’Brien.
Preregistration required.
Cost: $150 members,

$190 nonmembers.

Cape May Bird Observatory
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance Continued

May 5........... Belleplain Bird Walk
May 5........... Salt Marsh Safari
May 5........... Bird Walk for All People
May 6........... Cox Hall Creek WMA
May 6........... Back Bay Birding by

Boat
May 6........... Pine Barrens Trip
May 6........... Belleplain Wildlife
May 7........... South Cape May

Meadows
May 7........... Back Bay Birding by

Boat
May 7........... Heislerville Shorebirds
May 8-9 ....... Warblers Workshop
May 8........... Hidden Corners

Belleplain
May 8........... Photo Walk
May 8........... EZ Birding
May 9........... Birding Cape May Point
May 9........... Exploring Cumberland
May 9........... Nummy's Island
May 10 ......... Belleplain Bird Walk
May 10 ......... Birds, Beasts, and

Botany
May 10 ......... Heislerville Shorebirds
May 11 ......... Higbee's Beach
May 11 ......... South Cape May

Meadows
May 12 ......... World Series of Birding

May 12 ......... CMBO Century Run
May 13 ......... WSB Brunch
May 13 ......... Back Bay Birding by Boat
May 14-15.... Spring Shorebirds and

Breeders Workshop
May 14 ......... South Cape May

Meadows
May 14 ......... Back Bay Birding by Boat
May 14 ......... Heislerville Shorebirds
May 15 ......... Hidden Corners

Belleplain
May 15 ......... Photo Walk
May 15 ......... EZ Birding
May 16 ......... Birding Cape May Point
May 16 ......... Exploring Cumberland
May 16 ......... Nummy's Island
May 17 ......... Heislerville Shorebirds
May 17-20.... CAPE MAYgration

Festival
May 19 ......... Salt Marsh Safari
May 19 ......... Bird Walk for All People
May 21 ......... South Cape May

Meadows
May 21 ......... Back Bay Birding

by Boat
May 21 ......... Heislerville Shorebirds
May 22 ......... Hidden Corners

Belleplain
May 22 ......... Photo Walk

May 22 ......... EZ Birding
May 23 ......... Cape May Point
May 23 ......... Exploring Cumberland
May 23 ......... Nummy's Island
May 24 ......... Belleplain Bird Walk
May 24 ......... Birds, Beasts, Botany
May 24 ......... Heislerville Shorebirds
May 25 ......... Higbee's Beach
May 25 ......... South Cape May

Meadows
May 26 ......... Rea Farm
May 26 ......... Belleplain Bird Walk
May 26 ......... Salt Marsh Safari
May 26 ......... Bird Walk for All People
May 27 ......... Back Bay Birding Boat
May 27 ......... Belleplain Wildlife
May 28 ......... South Cape May

Meadows
May 28 ......... Back Bay Birding

By Boat
May 28 ......... CMBO Centers Closed

for Memorial Day
May 29 ......... Photo Walk
May 29 ......... EZ Birding
May 30 ......... Cape May Point
May 30 ......... Nummy’s Island
May 31 ......... Belleplain Bird Walk
May 31 ......... Birds, Beasts, Botany

Continued on page 9
Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all NJ
Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).
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CMBO 2012 Business Partnerships
PARTNERS

PARTNERS PLUS
THE QUEEN VICTORIA

BED & BREAKFAST INN
102 Ocean Street, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.8702        www.queenvictoria.com
E-mail: stay@queenvictoria.com

AVONDALE BY THE SEA MOTEL
609 Beach Ave, PO Box 2382
Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.2332 or Toll Free 800.676.7030
www.avondalebythesea.com

BAYBERRY INN
223 Perry Street, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.9232 or Toll Free 877.923.9232
www.bayberryinncapemay.com

BELLA VIDA CAFÉ ON BROADWAY
406 Broadway, West Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.6332         www.bellavidacafe.com

BLUE FISH INN
601 Madison Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.4838 or Toll Free 888.426.2346
www.bluefishinn.com

CAPE HARBOR MOTOR INN
715 Pittsburgh Ave, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.0018 www.capeharbormotorinn.com

CAPE MAY CONDO RENTALS
For availability and rates, call Carl at
856.273.1733
www.capemayrentalsnj.com

CAPE MAY BOAT TOURS
BIRDING BY BOATTM – The Osprey
Miss Chris Marina
1218 Wilson Drive, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.898.3500        www.birdingbyboat.com

THE CARROLL VILLA HOTEL
19 Jackson Street, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.9619 or Toll Free 877.275.8452
www.carrollvilla.com

DIAMOND BEACH GETAWAY RENTAL
207 E Memphis Ave, Wildwood Crest, NJ 0826
For availability & rates: Chris at
703.241.1831
www.capemaytimes.com/rentals/wildwood/
white.htm

GEM BY THE SEA PRIVATE RENTAL
308 Lighthouse Ave., Cape May Pt, NJ 08212
For availability & rates phone
Joan Lindeman at 609.884.3050
www.homesteadrealestate.net/308light/main.htm

GRAND HOTEL OF CAPE MAY – and –
HEMINGWAY’S RESTAURANT

1045 Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.5611 or Toll Free 800.257.8550
www.grandhotelcapemay.com

HOMESTEAD REAL ESTATE CO., INC.
846 Broadway, West Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.1888 or Toll Free 888.309.7454
www.homesteadcapemay.com

THE JETTY MOTEL
2nd & Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.4640                www.jettymotel.com

LA MER BEACHFRONT INN
1317 Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.9000 or Toll Free 800.644.5004
www.capemaylamer.com

MAD BATTER RESTAURANT
19 Jackson Street, Cape May, NJ  08204
609.884.5970 www.madbatter.com

MISS CHRIS MARINA
Kayak Trips & Rentals
1212 Wilson Avenue, Cape May, NJ  08204
609.884.3351    www.misschrismarina.com

OCEAN CLUB HOTEL  – and –
SEA SALT RESTAURANT

1035 Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.7000 or Toll Free 888.285.2746
www.capemayoceanclubhotel.com

SEA CREST INN
101 Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.4561 or Toll Free 866.733.1405
www.seacrestinn.com

SEA DREAMS LINEN SERVICE
711 New England Road, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.898.0714
ww.seadreamscapemay.com

SOUTHERN MANSION
BOUTIQUE HOTEL & INN

720 Washington St., Cape May, NJ  08204
609.884.7171  or Toll Free 800.381.3888
www.southernmansion.com

SPLASH JEWELRY & GALERY
513 Carpenters Lane, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.846.7100
www.whalestalecapemay.com

THE WHALE’S TALE JEWELRY & GIFTS
312 Washington St Mall, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.4808
www.whalestalecapemay.com

Amy's Cottage Rental at Cape May
108 W. Wilde Avenue, Villas, NJ 08251
For availability and rates, call Amy at 856.217.2152
www.cottageatcapemay.com

Beachcomber Camping Resort
462 Seashore Road, Cape May, NJ  08204
609.886.6035 or Toll Free 800.233.0150
www.beachcombercamp.com

The Bird House of Cape May Shop
109 Sunset Blvd., West Cape May, NJ  08204
609.898.8871 or Toll Free 877.362.9200
www.birdhouseofcapemay.com

Buckingham Motel
1111 Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.4073 www.buckinghammotel.com

Capri Motor Lodge
1033 Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.4727 www.caprimotorlodge.com

Coastline Realty
1400 Texas Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.5005 or Toll Free 800.377.7843
www.coastlinerealty.com

Harry’s Ocean Bar & Grille
1025 Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ  08204
609.884.6113 www.harryscapemay.com

The House On The Hill
779 Tabernacle Road, Cold Spring near Cape May
For availability and rates, call Ellen at 609.425.7406
www.capemaytimes.com/rentals/shaw.htm

The Mason Cottage
625 Columbia Avenue, Cape May, NJ  08204
609-884-3358 www.themasoncottage.com

The Montreal Inn
1025 Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ  08204
609.884.7011 or Toll Free 800.525.7011
www.montreal-inn.com

Mt. Vernon Motel
300 Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.4665 www.mtvernonmotel.com

On The Porch Rental
325 Fourth Avenue, West Cape May, NJ 08204
For availability and rates, call Marikay at 267.328.7212
www.vrbo.com/381344

The Original Fudge Kitchen
513 Washington Street Mall – 609.884.2834
728 Beach Avenue – 609.884.4287
Cape May, NJ Toll Free 800.23.Fudge
www.fudgekitchens.com

The Sea Breeze Rental
504 Sixth Avenue, West Cape May, NJ 08204
For availability and rates, call Kate Brown at
609.884.1888 (ext 222) -or- Toll Free 888.309.7454
www.CapeMayShoreRentals.com (listing #101786)

Summer Station Hotel
217 Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
609.884.8800 or Toll Free 800.248.8801
www.summerstationhotel.com

Utsch’s Marina & Ship Store
1121 Rt. 109 – Schellenger’s Landing, Cape May, NJ  08204
609.884.2051 www.capemayharbor.com

Victor Emanuel Nature Tours
2525 Wallingwood Drive, Suite 1003, Austin, TX  78746
512.328.5221 or Toll Free 800.328.8368
www.ventbird.com

This listing highlights the business partners that support our organization.  For a complete listing of all our business supporters, request a
copy of our brochure “Places to Eat, Shop, Stay, and Play” or find it online at www.BirdCapeMay.org.
Please let these businesses know you appreciate their support of the Cape May Bird
Observatory.  Many of these businesses offer discounts to current NJ Audubon/CMBO
members – keep your card handy when you visit! Enjoy everything Cape May has to offer!
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SPRING SHOREBIRDS AND
SOUTHERN BREEDERS
Monday-Tuesday,
May 14-15 (2 days)
Meet 7:00 A.M.
At Belleplain State Forest field office
in Woodbine, with Pete Dunne.
Heislerville’s celebrated shorebird
concentration (not to mention the
whole Delaware Bay), coupled with
Belleplain State Forest (not to men-
tion nearby Cumberland County
hotspots) – all resulting in a lot of
great birds, all close together! Red
Knots, Dunlin, maybe a Curlew
Sandpiper; plus woodland birds like
Yellow-throated and Prothonotary
Warblers, and Summer Tanagers.
Second leader (if registration war-
rants): Megan Crewe.
Preregistration required.
Cost: $150 members,

$190 nonmembers.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
AND FIELD TRIPS
Preregistration required
unless otherwise noted

See boxed program registration
information at the end of this listing for
details on how to register for these
limited-registration programs. Please
register early: most programs fill, but
undersubscribed programs may be
cancelled five days in advance.

BRIGANTINE AND
MOTT’S CREEK
Saturday, February 25
Noon to 5:00 P.M.
Ducks are massing, Northern Harriers
and, perhaps, Short-eared Owls will
be hunting. Eagles and Rough-legged
Hawks are also possible. Meet CMBO
naturalists at Brigantine, a.k.a.
Forsythe NWR. After birding the
refuge the group will head to nearby
Mott’s Creek for raptor watching. A
refuge pass ($4; can be purchased
that day), Golden Age Pass, or
federal duck stamp will be required
for each vehicle to enter the NWR.
Preregistration required.
Cost: $25 members,

$35 nonmembers.

WOODCOCK DANCE
Saturdays, March 3 and 10
5:00 to 7:00 P.M.
Each year the dance or nuptial flight
of the male American Woodcock

heralds spring. Witness this wonder-
ful and short-lived spring phenom-
enon. This walk will meet at the
CMBO Center for Research and
Education in Goshen for materials
and a brief woodcock talk, then
regroup at a nearby woodcock
hotspot. Preregistration required.
Limit: 20.
Cost: $8 members, $15 nonmembers.

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL
OPTICS SALE
Saturday and Sunday,
March 17 and 18
9:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.
Come to the CMBO Center for
Research and Education in Goshen
for a super selection of closeout,
demo, factory-refurbished, new, and
used optics priced to move. Binocu-
lars and spotting scopes from all
major brands will be available. There
are no advance or phone orders:
first-come, first-served. You must be a
member of NJ Audubon or CMBO to
take advantage of these great deals,
so join today if you’re not already a
member.

POOR MAN’S PELAGIC
Saturday, March 24
12:30 to 4:30 P.M.
Take the “poor man’s pelagic” across
Delaware Bay aboard the Cape May-
Lewes Ferry at a time of year when
hundreds of Northern Gannets (up
close and personal), loons, cormo-
rants, gulls, terns, and scoters
concentrate in the bay. Meet CMBO
naturalists at the Cape May Ferry
landing for a half-hour of birding
from the landing. Ride the 1:00 P.M.
boat to Delaware and return on the
2:45 P.M.. Finish by birding at the
jetty near the dock if time allows.
PHOTO I.D. WILL BE REQUIRED.
Preregistration required. Limit: 20.
Cost: $30 members, $35 nonmem-
bers (including round trip ferry fee).

BIRDS OF PEASLEE WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA
Monday, April 30
7:00 to 11:00 A.M.
For all intents and purposes, Peaslee
is an extension of Belleplain State
Forest, but it has its own charm and
its own special areas that harbor a
wonderful range of birds. Spend a
whole morning with CMBO natural-
ists and get to know some of the very

best spots in this wonderful natural
area. Preregistration required.
Cost: $25 members,

$35 nonmembers.

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE
PINE BARRENS WITH RICK RADIS
Sunday, May 6
Meet in Warren Grove at 9:00 A.M.
Trip 1. Visit the pygmy forest of the
East Plains for spring wildflowers and
botany, fire ecology, herps, nesting
birds, a little geology and history,
and a lot more. To register ontact
Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanctu-
ary at 908.766.5787 or email:
scherman-hoffman@njaudubon.org
Cost: $10 members,

$15 nonmembers.

WORLD SERIES OF BIRDING
Saturday, May 12
It’s the TWENTY-NINTH annual World
Series of Birding, the event that raises
over $500,000 annually for conser-
vation. Learn how to participate or
become a team sponsor. Call or
write: World Series of Birding, Cape
May Bird Observatory, 701 E. Lake
Drive, PO Box 3, Cape May Point, NJ
08212; 609.884.2736;
sheila.lego@njaudubon.org;
www.worldseriesofbirding.org.

WORLD SERIES OF BIRDING –
CAPE MAY CENTURY RUN TEAM
Saturday, May 12
Meets at West Cape May fire hall.
Join Mike Crewe and CMBO’s
talented and fun associate natural-
ists, birding at a moderate (not
crazed!) pace in Cape May County,
at the peak of migration. We have
previously tallied between 134 and
166 species. You’ll have the option
to drop out in midafternoon if
needed. Consider signing up for the
next day’s World Series Sunday
Brunch where teams gather, tales
are told and camaraderie is shared!
All skill levels welcomed. Preregistra-
tion required.
Cost: Pledges of at least $1 per bird
(raised by you: get family, friends, co-
workers to pledge on you). Sunday
Brunch (optional): $25.

Continued
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BIRDING BY BOAT and
KAYAK TOURS

Preregistration required
unless otherwise noted

See boxed program registration
information at the end of this listing for
details on how to register for these
limited-registration programs. Please
register early: most programs fill, but
undersubscribed programs may be
cancelled five days in advance.

MAURICE RIVER CRUISES FOR
BALD EAGLES AND OTHER BIRDS
ABOARD THE OSPREY
Saturday, March 31
10:00 A.M. and 1:30 P.M.
Sunday, April 1 at 1:30 P.M.
Saturday, April 7
10:00 A.M. and 1:30 P.M.
Saturday, April 14
10:00 A.M. and 1:30 P.M.
Sunday, April 15 at 1:30 P.M.
Saturday, April 21
10:00 A.M. and 1:30 P.M.
Sunday, April 22 at 1:30 P.M.
All trips are two hours.
To register, please call The Osprey at
609.898.3500.
The Maurice River is a well-known
wintering and nesting area for Bald
Eagles. Trips will explore the upper
part of the river between Millville and
Mauricetown. The Maurice River is
designated as “Wild and Scenic” by
the National Park Service. It hosts one
of New Jersey’s largest stands of wild
rice, which attracts waterfowl.
Participants will search for eagles
(which we will view discreetly and
from a distance) and other raptors,
wintering waterfowl; and welcome
the return of nesting Ospreys. We
will also enjoy the natural beauty of
this part of the river, largely inacces-
sible by land.

Trips will depart from the public
landing at the City of Millville Munici-
pal Marina on Ware Avenue at the
Route 49 intersection (adjacent to
Millville municipal complex/city hall).
There is ample free parking adjacent
to the landing. The landing is two
blocks from the downtown arts,
shopping and dining district.

The Osprey is a 37-foot pontoon
boat that has a comfortable enclosed
cabin with large viewing windows
and an open viewing deck. More
information, detailed directions, and

online reservations at
www.birdingbyboat.com.
Cost: $30 for adults,

$15 for children 7-12,
free for children under 7
(one per adult).

LOONS AND SHOREBIRDS
CRUISE
Saturdays,
March 17, 24, and April 28
1:00 to 3:00 P.M.
Departs from the Miss Chris Marina,
Cape May. Join the crew of The
Osprey and CMBO naturalists as we
search for loons, lingering waterfowl,
and some great shorebird viewing.
Preregistration required.
Cost: $30 members,

$40 nonmembers.

BACK BAY BIRDING BY BOAT
Sundays and Mondays,
April 29 to May 28
10:00 A.M. departure; all trips are
three hours through Memorial Day;
all trips two hours Memorial Day
through Labor Day.
To register, please call The Osprey at
609.898.3500. Join the naturalists
and crew of The Osprey for close-up
looks at secretive rails, nesting
Ospreys, migrant shorebirds, nesting
terns, gulls, herons, and more. We
explore the coastal saltmarsh of
Cape May from Cape Island Creek to
the Wildwoods and view the natural
wonders of historic Cape May
Harbor. The Osprey is a stable, roomy
pontoon boat with a fully approved
front deck with a railing. We leave
from the Miss Chris Marina, 1218
Wilson Drive, in Cape May (plenty of
free parking). These trips continue
throughout the summer. More infor-
mation, detailed directions, and online
reservations at
www.birdingbyboat.com.
Cost: $35 for 3-hour trips,

$25 for 2-hour trips beginning
June 3.

SALT MARSH SAFARI
ON THE SKIMMER
Saturday, March 31 to May 26
10:00 A.M. to noon
To register, please call Wildlife
Unlimited/The Skimmer at
609.884.3100.
Join Capt. Ginny and Capt. Ed
aboard the pontoon boat The Skim-
mer. Trips depart from Dolphin Cove

Marina, reached from Ocean Drive
just a little north of Cape May. This
pristine area of saltmarsh offers
birding as soon as you board the
boat. Up-close sightings of herons,
egrets, nesting Osprey, gulls and
terns, shorebirds, the ever-elusive
Clapper Rail and, of course, Black
Skimmers are all here and they’re
waiting for you! For reservations and
directions visit www.skimmer.com.
Cost: $25 (2-hour trip).

GREAT EGG HARBOR
RIVER CRUISE
Saturday, April 28
11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Sails from Somers Point.
A great opportunity to cruise up the
wild and scenic Great Egg Harbor
River, past marshes bordering the
Tuckahoe and Corbin City impound-
ments. Expect Bald Eagles, Ospreys,
egrets, herons, lingering loons, and
early shorebirds. Aboard the Duke O’
Fluke, a stable 45-foot open pontoon
boat with bench seating. Preregistra-
tion required. Limit: 35.
Cost: $35 members,

$45 nonmembers.

PROGRAM REGISTRATION
Not all programs require preregis-
tration, but some do – see indi-
vidual program write-ups. Please
send payment for programs
where preregistration is required,
or call in payments, program
choices, and program dates along
with your name, address, e-mail
address, and cell/daytime phone
numbers to Cape May Bird
Observatory, 600 Route 47 North,
Cape May Court House, NJ
08210. Register directly by phone
by calling 609.861.0700. Paid
registration ensures a place.
Group size is limited and a mini-
mum number of participants is
necessary. Sorry, no refunds
unless the program is cancelled by
CMBO. Instructions for field trips,
with meeting times, places, and
other details, will be sent at least
one week prior to the event, and
are usually available upon request.

Continued
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CMBO PERENNIALS
The CMBO SLUICE CREEK
GALLERY
At CMBO’s Center for Research and
Education in Goshen
The public is cordially invited. Sluice
Creek Gallery hours are 9:30 A.M. to
4:30 P.M. Tuesday through Saturday.
For additional information, please
call Susan Zipper at 609.861.0700.

WANTED:
USED (and not-so-used) BOOKS
Clean your shelves and help fill ours
for a good cause! Birding, butterflies,
nature, gardening for wildlife (no
magazines or periodicals, please).
On your next visit to the Northwood
Center, check out our used-book
selection. Bring donated items to the
Northwood Center, 701 East Lake
Drive, Cape May Point, NJ 08212.
Contact Sheila Lego at
609.884.2736, or by e-mail:
sheila.lego@njaudubon.org.

SEVEN-POINT BINO-CHECK
AND LENS-CLEANING
DEMONSTRATION
Since optics are the primary tools for
enjoying bird life, it is important to
keep them in top working condition.
Stop at either CMBO center to have
your binocular performance evalu-
ated and receive a demonstration
about the proper way to keep your
optics clean. Limited availability at
peak visitation times.
Cost: Free.

YEAR-ROUND VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES AT CMBO
CENTERS
609.861.0700 in Goshen and
609.884.2736 in Cape May Point.
You and your time are valuable to us!
Associate Naturalists and Field
Trip Assistants: Most of our daily
walks are led by volunteers. If you
are a good birder/naturalist, have
excellent people skills and want to
give something back, contact Mike
Crewe, mike.crewe@njaudubon.org,
to learn about volunteering as a
leader.
Nature Store Volunteers: friendly
people needed to greet visitors,
answer phones, provide information
and process sales. Contact Brian
Moscatello at CRE in Goshen.

Nature Store Inventory: Help us
count our stock at CMBO. Contact
Brian Moscatello.
Feeder Fillers: people to clean and
fill seed feeders regularly at centers.
Contact Brian Moscatello at CRE in
Goshen.
Backyard Habitat Garden Care:
Are you a gardener? Do you possess
one of those proverbial green
thumbs? The Model Backyard
Habitat at CMBO in Goshen needs
your care and attention. Contact
Brian Moscatello at CRE in Goshen.
Packet Preparation: information
and membership packs. Contact Deb
Shaw in Goshen.

LOOKING FOR CHILDREN’S AND
FAMILY PROGRAMS?
Our sister center, the Nature Center
of Cape May, has a full schedule of
daily programs for all ages exploring
many facets of the natural world.
Contact the nature center at
609.898.8848 or online at
www.njaudubon.org/centers/nccm

WANTED
USED BOOKS

(AND NOT-SO-USED)
Birding, Butterflies, Nature,

Gardening for Wildlife
No magazines or periodicals, please

Clean your shelves, and help
fill ours for a good cause!

On your next
visit, check out

our
used book
selection

at the
Northwood

Center

Bring donated items to:
Cape May Bird Observatory

Northwood Center
701 East Lake Drive

Cape May Point, NJ 08212
Contact: Sheila Lego 609.884.2736
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Spring 2012 Programs
March through May

Michael Pollock, Teacher-Naturalist

NOTE: Big changes are coming
to Duke Farms this spring!! There
will be expanded opportunities for
independent exploration and
programs and events not listed
here; be sure to check on both the
Duke Farms Website
(www.dukefarms.org) and the New
Jersey Audubon Duke Farms page:
(http://www.njaudubon.org/
SectionCenters/SectionDuke/
WelcometoNJAudubonatDukeFarms.aspx)
regularly, for updates. Beginning
spring 2012, all programs will
originate in the new Orientation
Center in the Farm Barn on Dukes
Parkway West. Check the website
for directions.

Located on 2,740 acres in
Hillsborough, N.J., Duke Farms is one
of the largest privately-owned
parcels of undeveloped land in the
state, and one of the first sites
designated by New Jersey Audubon
as an Important Bird Area. New
Jersey Audubon has been working
with Duke Farms to conduct natural
history programming on the prop-
erty. These programs require prereg-
istration which MUST be done
through the reservation system at
Duke Farms.
You can find more information
and register online by visiting
www.dukefarms.org or by calling
908.722.3700 between 11:00
A.M. and 2:00 P.M.

NOTE:  REGISTRATION THROUGH DUKE FARMS ONLY

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 Programs and Events

Duke Farms
A New Jersey Audubon Partner Site
80 Route 206 South, Hillsborough, NJ 08844 (enter via Dukes Parkway East)
Phone: 908.722.3700  Website: www.dukefarms.org

HOURS: Those wishing to attend a program at Duke Farms must register in
advance with Duke Farms.
A 1.25-mile self-guided nature trail located on the property is free
and open to the public Friday through Sunday, 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.,
with no advance registration required.

All programs are held rain or shine,
unless stated otherwise. It is always
a good idea to check the weather
before you come, to make sure that
you are appropriately dressed.
You will be contacted in the event
that a program is cancelled and will
be provided with rescheduling
information or the option of receiv-
ing a refund.

WONDERFUL WETLANDS
Saturday, March 24
8:00 to 11:00 A.M.
As the weather begins to warm,
Spring Peepers, salamanders, and
other creatures seek out our wonder-
ful wetlands to live and breed.
Previously farmed fields have been
modified to restore them to natural
wetland habitat as a result of a
partnership between Duke Farms,
the federal Department of Agricul-
ture, and US Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. Explore these fascinating
changes with a New Jersey Audubon
naturalist while starting the process
of creating an inventory of the birds
and wildlife using the habitat. This
program is designed for adults and
focused young people. Boots are
advised for this program which will
run rain or shine. Limit: 20.
Cost: $12/person
(NJ Audubon members, $8/person).

SPRING PEEPERS AND OTHER
WONDERS –
A FAMILY EXPERIENCE
Saturday, March 31
(Rain date Sunday, April 1)
1:30 to 3:30 P.M.
Warm March days are met with the
sounds of Spring Peepers in our
vernal ponds. Join NJ Audubon
naturalists as we explore the habitats
at Duke Farms for evidence that
winter is behind us and spring is not
far away. Whatever we find we will
explore. This program is designed for
children ages 3 to 8, accompanied by
an adult. Dress for the weather,
including appropriate footwear.
Limit: 8 families or approximately 16
people.
Cost: $7/person (NJ Audubon
members, $5/person); maximum of
$20 per family.

DANCE OF THE WOODCOCK
(Dates dependent on weather)
Seldom seen, the American Wood-
cock is a shorebird that lives in the
forest. Also known affectionately as a
“timberdoodle,” this plump relative
of the sandpipers, with no apparent
neck, probes the ground for earth-
worms and grubs. One of the mar-
vels of spring is the “dance” of the
male woodcock. When mating
season arrives, the male displays for
a mate with an elaborate flight,
usually conducted just before dark.
Watch the website(s) for details

Continued

http://www.njaudubon.org/SectionCenters/SectionDuke/WelcometoNJAudubonatDukeFarms.aspx
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Duke Farms
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance

Saturday, March 24.................. Wonderful Wetlands
Saturday, March 31.................. Spring Peepers and Other Wonders –

A Family Experience
Saturday, April 14..................... Birding by Bicycle
Saturday, May 12 ..................... Spring Migration:  It's All About Timing
Saturday, May 12 ..................... Family Bird Watching at Duke Farms

including times of guided walks and
registration information. Limit 20.
Cost: $7/person (NJ Audubon
members, $5/person); maximum of
$20 per family.

BIRDING BY BICYCLE
Saturday, April 14
9:00 A.M. to noon
Join NJ Audubon naturalists on this
special adventure that combines two
of our most popular activities –
watching birds and bicycling! We will
visit several different habitats includ-
ing forests, meadows, and lakes,
each of which will provide us with
plentiful opportunities to see various
kinds of birds. This trip is open to
anyone interested in learning about
the birds of Duke Farms. Participants
are required to bring their own
mountain bikes and protective
headgear for this tour. The ride
includes both paved and gravel roads
and does include some inclines. Open
to birders, age 12 and up, with
bicycles. Limit: 20.
(Note: In case of rain, this program
will be cancelled or rescheduled.)
Cost: $12/person
(NJ Audubon members, $8/person).

WATCH FOR
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF
SPECIAL EARTH DAY

EVENTS

SPRING MIGRATION:
IT’S ALL ABOUT TIMING
Saturday, May 12
8:00 to 11:30 A.M.
The 2,700-acre Duke Farms property
provides extensive habitat for a
variety of migrating birds. As habitat
regeneration work on the property
continues, and while development
swallows up other areas in central
New Jersey, Duke Farms will grow in
importance as a migratory stopover
point for many species of birds. In
this program, designed for those
with some birding experience, we
will celebrate International Migratory
Bird Day by searching several of the
varied habitats at Duke Farms for
migrating and arriving summer
breeding birds. Limit: 15.
Cost: $12/person
(NJ Audubon members, $8/person).

FAMILY BIRD WATCHING AT
DUKE FARMS
Saturday, May 12
1:00 to 3:30 P.M.
Bird watching (“birding”) is one of
the fastest-growing hobbies in the
United States and it is an ideal way
for families to spend time together
enjoying nature outdoors. No
experience is necessary to participate
in this program, and binoculars will
be available on loan to any partici-
pants who do not have their own.
The focus will be on teaching parents
and their children to work together
to enjoy the wonder of birds. Since it
is also International Migratory Bird
Day, NJ Audubon naturalists will
discuss the lives of the birds we see,
some of which will be passing
through or just be arriving on their
annual migration from warmer areas
as far away as South America.
Limit: 8 families or approximately
20 people.
Cost: $7/person (NJ Audubon
members, $5/person); maximum of
$20 per family.

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all
NJ Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).
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Spring 2012 Programs
March through May

Essex County Environmental Center
A New Jersey Audubon Partner Site
621 B Eagle Rock Avenue, Roseland, NJ  07068
NJ Audubon Phone: 973.226.6082 / Center Phone: 973.228.8776 / Fax: 973.228.3793
E-mail: kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org / Website: http://essex.njaudubon.org

Building hours: Monday to Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. / Saturday, 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. / Closed Sundays
Trails: Open dawn to dusk seven days a week.

Staff: Kelly Wenzel, Project Coordinator for Urban Programs Associate Naturalist: Dave Hall

FAMILY PROGRAMS
AT THE ESSEX COUNTY

ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER
Programs are designed for children in
kindergarten to 5th grade.
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.
Please call 973.226.6082 or e-mail
kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org to
register.

SPRING SAFARI
Saturday, March 10
10:30 A.M. to noon.
What plant can melt snow? Are there
any flowers blooming yet? What
early birds are back from winter
vacation? Answer all of these ques-
tions, and more, as we explore the
wooded wetland just before the start
of spring! The paths may be wet, so
put on your boots and explore! This
program is for children ages 5 and
up. Please call 973.226.6082 or
e-mail kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org to
register.
Cost: $5 members, $7 nonmembers.

EARTH DAY 2012
Saturday, April 21
11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Come out and celebrate nature on
this nationally recognized day
dedicated to our very own planet,
EARTH! Activities include a live
honeybee demonstration, nature
walks, a composting demonstration,
canoeing, kayaking, container
gardening, fishing, music, and more.
Don’t miss the green vendors’ tent,
and the information tables of local

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 Programs and Events

Continued

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all NJ
Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).

environmental groups, outdoor
enthusiasts, and other earth-minded
organizations working in our
bioregion. Snacks and refreshments
are included. Please call the Essex
County Environmental Center at
973.228.8776 for details.
Cost: Free all day and open to the
public.

WORLD SERIES OF BIRDING
Saturday, May 12
The 29th annual World Series of
Birding is North America’s premier
conservation event. This event has
changed the birding landscape and
raised over $8 million for bird conser-
vation. Every species found, every
dollar raised preserves and protects
critical bird habitats. Last year the
event raised almost $700,000 for the
teams’ various conservation causes
throughout the world. For more
information on how to play, pledge,
or sponsor go to the website:
www.worldseriesofbirding.org or call
609.884.2736. Registration deadline
for teams is April 15.

BIRD-WATCHING
FIELD TRIPS

IN ESSEX COUNTY
Led by Dave Hall

Spring field trips offer the opportu-
nity to see species of birds that are
passing through New Jersey on their
way to breeding territories farther
north and other migrants that are
returning to the state to nest. The

trips also offer a chance to learn the
territorial songs and behavior of birds
that are resident all year long. This is
a wonderful time of year to visit the
Essex County parks. REGISTRATION
REQUIRED. Please call 973.226.6082
or e-mail kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org
to register.

WEEQUAHIC PARK
Thursday, March 8
8:00 to 11:30 A.M.
This Newark park is a fascinating
place to view a variety of gulls,
ducks, and geese, plus some wood-
land birds on their northward migra-
tion. Meet at the Wild Bird Center at
44 Clinton Road, West Caldwell (just
off of Passaic Avenue near Bloomfield
Avenue intersection) and receive a
$5-off coupon to the store.
Please call 973.226.6082 or e-mail
kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org to
register.
Cost: $6 members, $8 nonmembers.

HILLTOP RESERVATION
Saturday, March 10
8:30 to 11:00 A.M.
We will explore early spring migrants
and late winter sparrows at a re-
stored meadow habitat in the reser-
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Essex County Environmental Center
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance

Thursday, March 8 .................Weequahic Park
Saturday, March 10................Hilltop Reservation
Saturday, March 10................Spring Safari
Thursday, March 22 ...............Hatfield Swamp
Thursday, April 12 .................. Verona Park
Saturday, April 14...................South Mountain Reservation
Saturday, April 21................... Earth Day 2012
Thursday, April 26 .................. Troy Meadows
Thursday, May 10 .................. Great Piece Meadows
Saturday, May 12 ...................World Series of Birding
Saturday, May 12 ...................Master Gardener’s Plant Sale
Thursday, May 17 .................. Becker Farm and Dinosaur Park
Saturday, May 19 ...................Hatfield Swamp

vation. This is also an excellent place
to view raptors. Meet at the sports
field parking lot near the intersection
of Courter Lane and Mountain
Avenue in North Caldwell. Please call
973.226.6082 or e-mail
kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org to
register.
Cost: Free.

HATFIELD SWAMP
Thursday, March 22
8:30 to 11:00 A.M.
Celebrate World Water Day with a
hike through our precious wetland.
Early spring migrants may include
both passerines and raptors; we may
also encounter hundreds of water-
fowl. Footing may be wet. Meet at
the Wild Bird Center at 44 Clinton
Road, West Caldwell (just off of
Passaic Avenue near Bloomfield
Avenue intersection).
Please call 973.226.6082 or e-mail
kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org to
register.
Cost: Free.

VERONA PARK
Thursday, April 12
8:30 to 10:30 A.M.
Take an easy walk around the pond
looking for signs of early spring
migrants. Meet at the boathouse
near the paddle boat rental area.
Please call 973.226.6082 or e-mail
kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org to
register. Cost: Free.

SOUTH MOUNTAIN
RESERVATION
Saturday, April 14
8:30 A.M. to noon.
We will hike several trails in search of
early signs of spring. Target species

include early spring migrants and the
last of the winter sparrows. Meet at
the parking lot of the Turtleback Zoo
in West Orange where we will
carpool to various parts of the
reservation.
Please call 973.226.6082 or e-mail
kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org to
register.
Cost: $6 members, $8 nonmembers.

TROY MEADOWS
Thursday, April 26
8:30 to 11:00 A.M.
The combination of forest and field
meadow habitat makes for spectacu-
lar views of middle-spring migrants
that will be passing through. Footing
may be wet. Meet at the Essex
County Environmental Center in
Roseland where we will carpool to
the meadows.
Please call 973.226.6082 or e-mail
kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org to
register.
Cost: Free.

GREAT PIECE MEADOWS
Thursday, May 10
8:00 to 11:00 A.M.
There will be many chances to
encounter wetland birds in spring
including herons, sandpipers,
swallows, sparrows, and much more.
Footing may be wet. Meet at the
parking lot of the former Charlie
Brown’s Restaurant in Fairfield (337
Fairfield Road, near Route 46).
Please call 973.226.6082 or e-mail
kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org to
register.
Cost: $6 members, $8 nonmembers.

BECKER FARM
AND DINOSAUR PARK
Thursday, May 17
8:00 to 11:00 A.M.
Enjoy beautiful vistas of the Passaic
River Valley at the right time to
discover spring migrants in all their
glory, including warblers in full song.
Meet at the Essex County Environ-
mental Center in Roseland.
Please call 973.226.6082 or
e-mail kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org
to register.
Cost: $6 members, $8 nonmembers.

HATFIELD SWAMP
Saturday, May 19
8:00 to 11:00 A.M.
Late spring migrants may include
both passerines and raptors, includ-
ing warblers in full song. Footing may
be wet. Meet at the Wild Bird Center
at 44 Clinton Road, West Caldwell
(just off of Passaic Avenue near
Bloomfield Avenue intersection) and
receive a $5-off coupon to the store.
Please call 973.226.6082 or e-mail
kelly.wenzel@njaudubon.org to
register.
Cost: $6 members,

$8 nonmembers.

ANNUAL MASTER
GARDENER’S PLANT SALE
Saturday, May 12
9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Join the Rutgers Master Garden-
ers for their annual plant sale.
NJ Audubon will be selling its
award-winning and locally grown
S.A.V.E.TM brand black-oil sun-
flower birdseed during the sale.
For more details please call the
Master Gardener Hotline at
973.228.2210 Monday through
Thursday, 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
The sale takes place in the parking
lot of Garibaldi Hall which is next
door to the Essex County Environ-
mental Center in Roseland.
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ANNUAL MASTER
GARDENER’S PLANT SALE

Saturday, May 12
9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Held in the parking lot of Garibaldi Hall
which is next door to the

Essex County Environmental Center
in Roseland.

Join the Rutgers Master Gardeners for their annual plant sale.

For more details please call the Master Gardener Hotline at 973.228.2210
Monday through Thursday, 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

NJ Audubon will be selling its award-winning and locally
grown S.A.V.E.TM brand black-oil sunflower
birdseed during the plant sale.
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March through May

Lorrimer Sanctuary
790 Ewing Avenue, P.O. Box 125, Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417
Phone: 201.891.2185  /  Fax: 201.848.8473
E-mail: patrick.scheuer@njaudubon.org / Website: http://lorrimer.njaudubon.org

HOURS:  Wednesday through Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. / Saturday, 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. /
Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 P.M. / Closed Mondays and Tuesdays.
CLOSURES: The sanctuary office will be closed on Easter Sunday, April 8.

Staff:
Patrick Scheuer, Sanctuary Director
Barbara Rohsler, Administrative Assistant
Nature Store Associates:
Jackie Arkin, Adam Greenbaum, Ingrid Kenrick, Michele Svedrofsky

EVERY DAY AT
LORRIMER SANCTUARY

NJ Audubon Gift Shop and Book
Store. Your neighborhood source
for field guides, nature gifts, kids’
stuff, bird feeders and accessories,
high quality binoculars, and more!
Exhibits. Our classroom / exhibit
room has live animals, educational
displays, and hands-on activities for
kids.
Trails and Garden. Explore the
sanctuary along our interpretive
nature trails. Visit the garden during
the warmer months for an up-close
look at butterflies and humming-
birds. Ask for a guide and activity bag
at the visitor center.
The View. Relax in front of our
famous observation window, which
overlooks an always busy bird
feeding station, dragonfly pond, and
honeybee hives.

PROGRAM REGISTRATION:
PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR
ALL PROGRAMS (unless there is no
charge), since group size is limited
and a minimum number of partici-
pants is necessary. Paid registration,
including a daytime phone number,
at least one week prior to the
program, ensures a place. Checks
should be made payable to Lorrimer
Sanctuary, P.O. Box 125, Franklin
Lakes, NJ 07417.

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 Programs and Events

Continued

Also called timberdoodle, googly-eyes,
and bogsucker, the American Wood-
cock has a wonderful and somewhat
humorous courtship display. Quite
the “April Fool!” For this van trip
we’ll travel to a woodcock hotspot in
the Delaware Water Gap National
Park to witness the nuptial dance of
this unusual bird. Along the way,
we’ll scan the Delaware River for Bald
Eagles and stop at the Pocono
Environmental Education Center for a
BYO dinner. The woodcock show
begins after dinner, just as the sun
sets. Limited to 12 participants, so
register early!
Cost: $27 members,

$35 nonmembers.

BIRDING AT THE CELERY FARM
Wednesdays:
May 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30
7:30 to 10:00 A.M.
Join Patrick Scheuer and a cadre
ofother naturalists for these Wednes-
day morning walks at the Celery
Farm in Allendale. This distinctive
area along Franklin Turnpike is a
remnant farm and freshwater marsh,
and has been preserved as open
space with Green Acres funding. Join
us as we search for the avian and
botanical specialties of this remain-
ing natural bit of “Old Bergen
County.” Meet in the parking lot of
the Celery Farm on Franklin Turn-

Spring 2012 Programs

BIRDSEED SALE DAYS
Saturday, March 10

(Orders due by February 25)
Pick up preordered seed 9:00 A.M.
to 4:00 P.M. at Lorrimer Sanctuary.
NJ Audubon sells the highest
quality seed, and your purchase
supports our education and
conservation programs. Be sure to
check in at the Nature Store for
special sales and warm refresh-
ments! Order forms are included
in the New Jersey Audubon maga-
zine and online at
www.njaudubon.org. If you did
not receive an order form or
would like one, call 201.891.2185
or stop by Lorrimer Sanctuary.

Dedicated Volunteers:  Colin Knight,
Michael Krasnow, Brian Moran,

Peter Sheeler, Jeff Sheeler

BIRDING FIELD TRIPS
Join us for any one of the field trips
listed below led by Lorrimer’s senior
naturalist, Patrick Scheuer. Preregis-
tration is required by mailing your
registration fee, along with your
name, address, and daytime phone
number, at least one week prior to
each trip. Directions to meeting
place will be phoned or mailed upon
receipt of registration.

WOODCOCK WONDER VAN TRIP
Sunday, April 1
Van departs Lorrimer Sanctuary at
4:00 P.M. and returns around 9:00 P.M.
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Lorrimer Sanctuary
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance

Saturday, March 10...................................... Birdseed Sale Day
Sunday, March 25 ........................................ Skunk Cabbage Safari
Sunday, April 1 ............................................. Woodcock Wonder Van Trip
Tuesday thru Friday, April 10 to 13 .............. Spring Break Fishing Camp
Wednesday, May 2 ...................................... Celery Farm
Saturday and Sunday, May 5 and 6 ............. Plant Sale
Wednesday, May 9, 16 ................................ Celery Farm
Sunday, May 20 ........................................... Herpin' at the 'Po
Wednesday, May 23, 30 .............................. Celery Farm

pike, one-quarter mile north of the
intersection of Franklin Turnpike and
East Allendale Avenue in Allendale.
Cost: $6 members, $8 nonmembers.

Spring Plant Sale
Saturday, May 5,

and Sunday, May 6
10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

Lorrimer Nature Sanctuary will
be holding a spring plant sale to
raise money for our butterfly
garden and backyard habitat
projects. We will be selling high-
quality garden plants that are
specially chosen to attract birds,
butterflies, and hummingbirds to
your backyard. Some perennial
favorites include monarda, phlox,
aster, salvia, honeysuckle, and
native trees and shrubs.
 And remember, plants make
great gifts for Mother’s Day!
Come out and show your support
by buying a plant. Your contribu-
tions help support education,
conservation, and research.

FAMILY
NATURE PROGRAMS

The Lorrimer Sanctuary invites
families, friends, and nature lovers of
all ages to join us for an exploration
of the winter world. Educational and
fun, these Family Nature Programs
are perfect for beginning naturalists
and their families. Preregistration is
required for all programs.
Cost: members: $12 per family,

nonmembers: $15 per family
(unless noted otherwise).

SKUNK CABBAGE SAFARI
Sunday, March 25
Noon to 1:00 P.M.
What better way to celebrate the first

day of spring than to look for the first
flower? The unusual skunk cabbage
flower actually produces its own heat
to melt through snow and ice!
Discover more fascinating facts about
this flower as we set out in search of
this and other signs of spring.

SPRING BREAK FISHING CAMP
April 10 to 13
9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
Open to students ages 8 to 2.
Join our sanctuary director, Patrick
Scheuer, for three days of fishing fun
and instruction. We’ll cover all the
basics from gear, bait, and lures to
proper fish handling and conserva-
tion ethics. Fishing is a great way to
enjoy nature and you could catch a
whopper!
 All fishing will be done at safe,
publicly accessible ponds and streams
in the local area, like Zabriskie Pond
and the Ridgewood Duck Pond – no
boats and no wading!
✔ Van transportation provided daily.
✔ Bring your own gear – rod, reel,
and a tackle box (if you don’t have
your own gear ask us about loaners).
Cost: members $250,

nonmembers $300.

HERPIN’ AT THE ‘PO
Sunday, May 20
9:00 A.M. to noon
The Ramapo Reservation in Mahwah
is home to a number of different
species of reptiles and amphibians.
Join us as we search high and low
(mostly low) for these elusive ani-

BIRTHDAY PARTY
CELEBRATIONS

at Lorrimer Sanctuary
Parents, are you looking for a fun
AND educational way to celebrate
your child’s upcoming birthday?
How about a party with a nature
theme at the Lorrimer Sanctuary?

The birthday celebration includes:
• Two-hour rental of our class-

room, including a one-hour
program conducted by one of
our expert naturalists. Call
Lorrimer for seasonally available
program choices and birthday
activities.

• Setup/Cleanup: We will provide
the tables, chairs, garbage and
recycling cans. Parents are
responsible for tablecloths
(optional), plates, cups, flat-
ware, napkins, food, and
beverages.

Lorrimer Sanctuary is available for
birthday parties on both Satur-
days and Sundays after 1:00 P.M.
and can be scheduled as late as
4:00 P.M.
Birthday celebrations last for two
hours, and additional time can be
scheduled in half-hour increments
for an additional $50 per half-
hour. Limit: 20 children.
Cost: $150 for members,

$200 for nonmembers.
A $50 nonrefundable deposit is
required to hold your space.
Spaces fill up quickly, so register
in advance!

Don’t forget the Lorrimer Sanc-
tuary Nature Store, where you can
get everything on your holiday
shopping list. We carry books, field
guides, binoculars, videos, CDs and
tapes, birdfeeders, T-shirts, pup-
pets, nature gift items, and more.

mals- we’ll leave no stone unturned.
With a little luck we could see
Northern Water Snake, Ringneck
Snake, Painted Turtle, Common
Snapping Turtle, Green Frog, Wood
Frog, Red-backed Salamander, Slimy
Salamander, and the very quick Five-
lined Skink. A great walk for any
young naturalist! Walk meets at
Ramapo Reservation.

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all NJ
Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).

Continued
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BADGES AND MORE
Scout Programs at the

Lorrimer Nature Sanctuary
Scouts! Get on track with nature this
spring at the Lorrimer Nature Sanc-
tuary. We’re offering these special
programs to all scout groups now
through June 2012. All programs are
taught by professional naturalist Pat
“The Nat” Scheuer on our 14-acre
nature sanctuary.

Wilderness Survival. A scout
favorite! Learn what it takes to
survive in the wilderness. Students
will learn how to prepare for a hike,
use a map and compass, build a
survival shelter, collect water, and
make fire the primitive way. What
you learn could save your life!

Radical Reptiles. Often feared and
misunderstood, reptiles are among
the most incredible and fascinating
animals on the planet.  Through
demonstrations, discussion, and
class participation, this program will
allow your troop an up-close look at
live turtles and snakes in a safe and
respectful environment.

Incredible Insects. Your scouts
will really 'bug out' over this pro-
gram!  Learn what makes an insect
an insect and discover the ecological
roles they play, their habitats, and
their adaptations.  Using nets and
bug boxes we'll venture into insect
habitats to collect and observe some
insect specimens.

Animal Tracking and Observa-
tion. Native Americans relied on
their ability to track and find animals
for survival. Today, learning to track
animals is a skill anyone can learn –
even in their own backyard. Find out
what animals do when we’re not
looking by searching the sanctuary
for clues like tracks, scats, nests, and
homes.

Orienteering 101. Have you ever
been lost in the woods? Learn the
basics of using a map and compass to
find your way through the outdoors.
After a brief indoor lesson, we’ll head
outside to put your skills to the test on
our orienteering course.

Scout programs are 1 to 1½ hours
long and cost $5 per participant or
$75 for groups of less than 15. A $75
deposit per program is required to
hold your reservation. Payment of
any remaining balance is due upon
arrival on the date of the program.
To schedule a visit, please contact us
at 201.891.2185. To facilitate
scheduling, please call with several
possible program dates and times.
We will make every effort to accom-
modate your needs.
Supervision and discipline of partici-
pants is the responsibility of the
chaperones at all times. Please make
sure all students are dressed for the
weather.
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Spring 2012 Programs
March through May

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 Programs and Events

FREE ADMISSION
TO THE FOLLOWING

ACTIVITIES
Observation deck and tower to
view our harbor and its wildlife.
Second floor provides an indoor
harbor observation area.
Aquaria with local marine life and
natural history artifacts. (Seasonal)
Special exhibits in the
Trucksess Welcome Center with
nature themes and an area featuring
local artists’ work.
Nature Store with the best in
nature gifts, field guides, books,
clothing, and children’s discovery
items. Also includes a children’s play
area and a view of our busy songbird
feeding station (seasonal).
Wildlife habitat meadows
feature a Monarch-milkweed and
wildflower garden, a songbird
grassland meadow, and a nature trail
and bridge crossing a tidal creek.
Theme gardens and habitats
include butterfly, hummingbird,
seaside, drought-tolerant, shade, and
songbird gardens. Continued

Nature Center of Cape May
1600 Delaware Avenue, Cape May, NJ 08204
Phone: 609.898.8848  /  Fax: 609.898.8512
E-mail: nccm@njaudubon.org  /  Website: http://nccm.njaudubon.org

PUBLIC VISITATION HOURS:
March, April and May: Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Open other times for special programs.
FREE ADMISSION AND FREE PARKING YEAR-ROUND!

Staff:
Gretchen Whitman, Sanctuary Director
Sue Slotterback, Program Director
Kim Hannum, Senior Naturalist
Carol Domenico, Nature Store Manager

A big thank you to all our volunteers!

NATURE CENTER GIFT SHOP
Your visit to the Nature Center of
Cape May is not complete without
a stop in our gift shop located
within the Trucksess Welcome
Center. Our store offers a variety
of nature-inspired merchandise
relevant to our region. We carry
books and apparel for adults and
children, educational toys, and
gifts. In addition, the store is
stocked with a wide array of
birdfeeders and birdseed. You are
welcome to come in and browse;
we’re sure you will find something
for everyone in your family. New
Jersey Audubon members receive a
10% discount on their purchases.

MOMMY AND ME CHILDREN’S
PROGRAM
Fridays, March 2 to May 11
(No class April 13)
10:30 to 11:30 A.M.
For ages 2 to 4 years old.
For curious naturalists-to-be and a
parent, guardian, or grandparent.
Each week, we’ll focus on a different
aspect of nature with stories, song,
crafts, activities, outdoor experience,

Support Personnel:
Linda Horner, Public Relations Consultant

Charlotte Todd, Friends Group and Curriculum Consultant
Susan Wilson, Website and Technical Consultant

Meg Miller, Volunteer Coordinator

Associate Naturalists:
Fred Beyer, Paige Cunningham, Linda Dill,

Evelyn Lovitz, Hal Miller, Judy Mohler, Pat Sutton,
Betty Jean Webersinn, and Phil Zimmerman

Beachcomb the harbor during
low tide and search for shells and
other interesting treasures.
Picnic tables for an enjoyable
lunch overlooking scenic Cape May
Harbor.
Spectacular sunsets and magical
twilight. Watch the changing colors
of the sky from the Cape May Harbor
waterfront.

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all
NJ Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).

PROGRAM REGISTRATION
Most programs require pre-
registration with payment. You
may register by phone at
609.898.8848 with a credit card.
We reserve the right to cancel
programs. Refunds are available
only if we cancel the event. Walk-
ins are welcome on a space-
available basis. Become a member
of New Jersey Audubon and
receive discounts in the gift shop
and on many programs!



Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 30Nature Center of Cape May

Continued

Nature Center of Cape May
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance

Saturday, February 25 .................. Orders Due for Birdseed Sale March 10
Friday, March 2 ............................ Mommy and Me
Tuesday, March 6 ......................... Upcycle Workshop
Friday, March 9 ............................ Mommy and Me
Saturday, March 10...................... Birdseed Sale
Tuesday, March 13 ....................... Upcycle Craft Workshop
Friday, March 16 .......................... Mommy and Me
Tuesday, March 20 ....................... Upcycle Craft Workshop
Friday, March 23 .......................... Mommy and Me
Saturday, March 24...................... Family Hike: Two Mile Beach Unit
Tuesday, March 27 ....................... Upcycle Craft Workshop
Friday, March 30 .......................... Mommy and Me
Tuesday-Thursday, April 3-5 ......... Spring Craft Open House
Friday, April 6 ............................... Mommy and Me
Friday, April 6 ............................... Family Campfire: Full Moon Fire
Saturday, April 7 ........................... Family Bike: Cape Island Tour
Saturday, April 7 ........................... Salt Marsh Safari
Tuesday-Thursday, April 10-12..... Spring Craft Open House
Saturday, April 14......................... Landscape Design Workshop
Saturday, April 14......................... Salt Marsh Safari
Friday, April 20 ............................. Mommy and Me
Saturday, April 21......................... Milkweed for Monarchs
Saturday, April 21......................... Salt Marsh Safari
Saturday, April 21......................... Hummingbirds 101
Friday, April 27 ............................. Mommy and Me
Saturday, April 28......................... Annual Plant Sale Orders Due
Saturday, April 28......................... Earth Day Marine Debris Cleanup
Saturday, April 28......................... Backyard Habitat Plant Swap
Saturday, April 28......................... Salt Marsh Safari
Tuesday, May 1 ............................ Seaside Connections Evening Lecture
Friday, May 4 ............................... Mommy and Me
Saturday, May 5 ........................... Explore the Shore
Saturday, May 5 ........................... Salt Marsh Safari
Sunday, May 6 ............................. Natural History of the Pine Barrens Trip
Tuesday, May 8 ............................ Seaside Connections Evening Lecture
Friday, May 11 ............................. Mommy and Me
Saturday, May 12 ......................... World Series of Birding
Saturday, May 12 ......................... Explore the Shore
Saturday, May 12 ......................... Salt Marsh Safari
Saturday, May 12 ......................... Family Hike: Bugs, Birds and More
Saturday & Sunday, May 12-13 ... Annual Plant Sale
Tuesday, May 15 .......................... Seaside Connections Evening Lecture
Saturday, May 19 ......................... Explore the Shore
Saturday, May 19 ......................... Salt Marsh Safari
Tuesday, May 22 .......................... Seaside Connections Evening Lecture
Saturday, May 26 ......................... Aqua Trails Kayak Tour
Saturday, May 26 ......................... Explore the Shore
Saturday, May 26 ......................... Salt Marsh Safari
Saturday, May 26 ......................... Birdseed Orders Due for Pickup June 9
Saturday, June 2 ........................... Sister Cape Bike tour
Saturday, June 2, 9 ....................... Explore the Shore
Saturday, June 2, 9 ....................... Aqua Trails Kayak Tours
Saturday, June 9 ........................... Bird Seed Sale
Friday, June 15 ............................. Blessing of the Waters: Harbor Fest
Saturday, June 16 ......................... Harbor Fest 2012
Saturday, June 16 ......................... Late Bloomers Plant Sale
Saturday, June 16, 23 ................... Aqua Trails Kayak Tours
Saturday & Sunday, June 23-24 ... Great American Backyard Campout
Saturday, June 30 ......................... Aqua Trails Kayak Tours

and lots of fun! We encourage
children and parents to explore the
natural world together. Adult partici-
pation is required. Preregistration is
necessary.
Cost all sessions: $60 members,
$80 nonmembers. (Per class:
$6 members, $8 nonmembers).

UPCYCLE CRAFT WORKSHOP
FOR HOME AND GARDEN
Tuesday Evening Series,
March 6, 13, 20, and 27
6:30 P.M.
By definition “upcycling” is the
process of converting waste materi-
als or useless products into new
materials or products of better
quality, or a higher environmental
value. Join sanctuary director and
obsessed re-purposer Gretchen
Whitman for this series of crafting
workshops where you will take found
objects and transform them into top-
quality home goods and garden art.
The projects list and the needed
supplies will be provided at the first
workshop. Bring your ideas as well to
share with your classmates.
Cost per workshop:
$15 members, $20 non-members.

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all
NJ Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).

BIRDSEED SALE DAYS
Maintaining birdfeeders is a great
way to benefit our feathered friends
during the cold winter months
when food is scarce. Don’t miss
these great opportunities to stock
up on birdseed for the winter AND
support the Nature Center of Cape
May. We order a variety of top-
quality birdseed including our own
New Jersey Audubon S.A.V.E.TM

brand N.J. locally grown black oil
sunflower seed, thistle seed,
custom blends, suet, and other
varieties. Call or stop by NCCM for
an order form, and get on our
mailing list. Pickup dates:
Saturday, March 10
orders due Saturday, February 25.
Saturday, June 9
orders due Saturday, May 26.
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with Clean Ocean Action’s annual
Beach Sweeps. Join us at the nature
center to help clean our ocean and
harbor beaches here in Cape May. Our
Earth Day Cleanup is a great commu-
nity service project for your civic
organization or scout group. We ask
that you bring along your own tools
(our supply is limited). Preregistration
is not required; however, if you plan to
bring a large group, we would appreci-
ate a call ahead of time. Call Gretchen
Whitman at 609.898.8848 ext.1.
Cost: Free! Refreshments will be
offered.

SEASIDE CONNECTIONS EVENING
LECTURE SERIES
Tuesdays, May 1 to May 22
6:30 P.M.
Join us for coffee, confections, and
seaside connections as we explore
local, historical, adventure, and
nautical themes. This informative and
fun lecture series will be held every
Tuesday evening through the month
of May! Call the nature center at
609.898.8848 to learn the topic for
the week.
Cost: $5 per person per lecture.

EXPLORE THE SHORE
Saturdays, May 5 to June 9
11:00 A.M.
Discover the secrets of Cape May
Harbor as we explore the shore and
marsh. Join our naturalists as we hike
the beach, pull a seine net (weather
permitting), and encounter an
incredible diversity of marine life, and
learn about the fascinating lives of the
animals that inhabit our coastal and
wetland habitats. Have an up-close
experience with Horseshoe Crabs, sea
stars, and other local marine critters in
our laboratory and learn why these
animals are so important. Walk-ins
welcome-no preregistration necessary.
Cost: $10 adults, $5 children ages
3-12, children under 3 free.

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE
PINE BARRENS WITH RICK RADIS
Sunday, May 6
Meet in Warren Grove at 9:00 A.M.
Trip 1. Visit the pygmy forest of the
East Plains for spring wildflowers and
botany, fire ecology, herps, nesting
birds, a little geology and history, and
a lot more.
Cost: $10 members,

$15 nonmembers.

FAMILY FUN FOR FIVE DOLLARS
FAMILY HIKE: CAPE MAY
NWR TWO MILE BEACH UNIT*
Saturday, March 24
11:00 A.M.
A-hiking we will go! Join naturalist
Kim Hannum as we hike in Cape
May National Wildlife Refuge’s Two
Mile Beach Unit. This 507-acre site
is managed to protect one of the
last remaining tracts of undevel-
oped maritime forest and beach in
New Jersey. Join us and explore this
wonderful dune and beach habitat.
The Two Mile Beach Unit is located
in Lower Township south of Wild-
wood Crest. It is accessed off of
Ocean Drive by Loran Drive. Please
call for directions and to register.
Cost: $5 per person.

FAMILY CAMPFIRE:
FULL MOON FIRE*
Friday, April 6
6:30 P.M.
The full moon is beautiful on Cape
May Harbor, and the marsh is full of
mystery. In April, the full moon is
called the “Pink Moon” as it heralds
the appearance of moss pink, or
wild ground phlox – one of the first
spring flowers. It is also known as
the Sprouting Grass Moon, the Egg
Moon, and the Fish Moon. Join us
for good old-fashioned campfire fun

as we roast marshmallows and
listen to the sounds of the night.
Cost: $5 per person.

FAMILY BIKE:
CAPE ISLAND TOUR*
Saturday, April 7
11:00 A.M.
Join naturalist Linda Dill for a
leisurely, twelve-mile bike ride
around beautiful Cape May. We’ll
make short stops at several natural
habitats along the way to hear
about the ecological significance of
beautiful Cape Island. Preregistra-
tion is required. Bring your bike,
helmet, water and sunscreen.
Cost: $5 per person.

FAMILY HIKE:
BIRDS, BUGS, AND MORE*
Saturday, May 12
1:00 P.M.
Join naturalist Kim Hannum at the
nature center as we explore our own
backyard and identify butterflies,
birds, mammals and more. Learn
basic identification and natural
history information. We’ll explore
wildlife close to home and find
natural wonders in our meadows
and gardens. This is a family walk...
don’t let the kids have all the fun!!
Cost: $5 per person.

SPRING CRAFTS OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday through Thursday
April 3, 4, and 5
April 10, 11, and 12
10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., ongoing
Hooray – it’s Spring Break! The Nature
Center of Cape May is opening its
doors to you and your family. Come
and explore the classrooms and
experience the fantastic views from
our observation tower. Our class-
rooms will be open with arts-and-
crafts and games. These self-directed
activities are fun for the whole family,
and they are free!

SALT MARSH SAFARI:
BACKBAY BIRDS AND MORE*
Saturdays, April 7 to May 26
1:30 P.M.
Welcome aboard the Jersey Cape’s
premier wildlife tour boat, the 40-foot
Skimmer, and explore Cape May’s
beautiful coastal wetlands. Get ready

for close encounters with Ospreys,
egrets, gulls, crabs, and other marine
life. Fun and educational for the whole
family! To preregister, call the Skim-
mer at 609.884.3100.
*Boat leaves from Dolphin Cove
Marina, across from the Cape May
National Wildlife Refuge on Ocean
Drive by Wildwood Crest.
Cost: $27 adults, $15 children,
ages 2 and under are free.

EARTH DAY AND
MARINE DEBRIS CLEANUP
Saturday, April 28
9:00 A.M. to noon
Learn about wildlife gardening and
other basic maintenance chores
while you assist nature center staff
and volunteers in sprucing up the
gardens for spring. We’ll plant,
mulch, deadhead, weed, and prune
throughout the center’s grounds and
along the harbor. This date coincides
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WORLD SERIES OF BIRDING
Saturday, May 12
The World Series of Birding will be
held Saturday, May 12. This event
has changed the birding landscape,
and raised over $9 million for bird
conservation. Every species found,
every dollar raised preserves and

LANDSCAPE DESIGN WORK-
SHOP (WILDLIFE GARDEN)
Saturday, April 14
10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Join Pat Sutton for this property-
owner workshop, which builds on
the series of in-depth, content-filled
gardening for wildlife workshops
that Pat has previously taught.
Design a plan for your own prop-
erty which integrates the key
elements of a wildlife garden: food
(berry, seed, and nectar-producing
native plants, insect-rich sites);
water (birdbath, wildlife pond,
mister); and cover (shrub islands,
evergreens, living fences). Limit: 20.
Preregistration is required.
Cost (includes handouts): members
$35, nonmembers $45.

MILKWEED FOR MONARCHS
Saturday, April 21
10:30 A.M. to noon
Northbound Monarchs are due back
any day; their survival depends on
healthy milkweed stands being
available from spring through fall.
Join Pat Sutton, coauthor of How to
Spot Butterflies, for this indoor
presentation about the Monarch’s
fascinating life cycle and journey
between Mexico and the U.S. and
Canada. Learn how to attract
Monarchs and aid their survival as a
species by planting a range of
milkweed species. Limit: 20 partici-
pants. Preregistration is required.
Cost (includes handouts and
milkweed seeds): members $15,
nonmembers $20.

HUMMINGBIRDS 101:
All about Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds and How to
Attract Them
Saturday, April 21
1:00 to 3:00 P.M.
Get ready, get set, Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds are coming. Where

The new or used garden tool is your
“shower gift” to help the nature
center stock up on equipment to use
in educational gardening programs.
For your admission, you will be en-
titled to take one “swap plant” home
with you. Bring additional plants to
swap on a 1:1 ratio. Plants may be
dropped off on Friday, April 27, and
you will be given a credit voucher to
use on your return on Saturday.
Please check out our website at
www.njaudubon.org/nccm for a list
of caterpillar host plants.
Admission: One plant and one new
or used garden tool.

NCCM’s ANNUAL PLANT SALE
Order by April 28
for pick up May 12 and 13
Your gardens will be the buzz, tweet,
and talk of the neighborhood when
you get off to a good start with top-
quality plants. We emphasize the
use of New Jersey native plants,
which benefit wildlife and have a
strong ornamental appeal for the
backyard landscape. Some non-
native (but non-invasive) perennials
and annuals, which offer an added
boost to butterfly gardens, will also
be available. For an order form, call
the nature center at 609.898.8848.
Order plants during this sale and
receive a coupon for 20% off orders
of $40 or more at our new Late
Bloomers Plant Sale in June.
Pick up will start on Saturday, May
12 and run through May 13 from
10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. each day.

LATE BLOOMERS PLANT SALE
Saturday June 16
10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
We just had to do it again! Part two
of our plant sale will be offered
during the Harbor Fest celebration.
Late-to-emerge perennials and
bloomers like the milkweeds will be
available.

have they been all winter? In the
Neotropics! Why leave a tropical area
to return to New Jersey? Will more
than one settle into a backyard
garden? Where is the nest? What
does the female use to build her tiny
nest? Do I need to buy bottled nectar
for my feeder? Is red dye needed in
feeders? Did you know that hum-
mingbirds like spiders (for at least
two reasons)? Even if you think you
know everything about these winged
jewels, expect to be surprised by
what you learn during this presenta-
tion by Pat Sutton, naturalist and
wildlife gardener. Pat will show off an
actual hummingbird nest and share
essential tips on how to ready your
yard so that you can be entertained
by a blizzard of hummingbirds for the
next five months. Before this pro-
gram, download, print, and read the
NJ Audubon articles by Pat Sutton:
How to Create a Butterfly and Hum-
mingbird Garden and Recommended
Plantings to Attract Hummingbirds,
Butterflies, and Moths.
They are available at:
www.njaudubon.org/
SectionBackyardHabitat/
CreateaGarden.aspx and
www.njaudubon.org/
SectionBackyardHabitat/
RecommendedNectarPlants.aspx
Limit: 20 participants; preregistration
is required.
Cost (includes handouts and Tropical
Salvia seeds): members $15, non-
members $20.

BACKYARD HABITAT PLANT
SWAP
Saturday, April 28
10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
This year’s theme is caterpillar host
plants! Now is the perfect time to thin
out the perennial garden and share
some of your garden success with
others. Admission to the swap is one
plant and a new or used garden tool.

protects critical bird habitat. Last
year’s event raised almost $700,000
for the teams’ various conservation
causes throughout the world. Be sure
to make Cape May Harbor one of
your stops with your WSB team. Call
609.884.2736 for more information.

AQUA TRAILS
KAYAK NATURE TOURS
Beginning May 26
Saturdays at 11:00 A.M.
Join Aqua Trails Kayak Nature Tours
for a two-hour, guided kayak eco-
tour through Cape May Harbor and

Continued

WILDLIFE GARDENING PROGRAMS AND NATIVE PLANT SALES

www.njaudubon.org/SectionBackyardHabitat/CreateaGarden.aspx
www.njaudubon.org/SectionBackyardHabitat/RecommendedNectarPlants.aspx
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surrounding coastal wetlands.
Naturalists will point out migratory
birds and marine life and explain the
local ecology of the region. Tours
depart at 11:00 A.M. daily from the
nature center. Spaces are limited;
reservations are strongly suggested.
Cost: single $40, double $70.

BIRD SEED SALE
Orders due by May 26 for
pickup on Saturday, June 9
Maintaining bird feeders is a great
way to benefit our feathered friends
all throughout the year. Don’t miss this
great opportunity to stock up on bird-
seed AND support the Nature Center
of Cape May. We order a variety of
top-quality bird seed including our
own New Jersey Audubon S.A.V.E.TM

brand New Jersey locally grown Black
Oil sunflower seed, thistle seed,
custom blends, suet, and other
varieties. Call or stop by NCCM for an
order form, and get on our mailing list.

SISTER CAPE BIKE TOUR
Saturday, June 2
(Rain date Sunday, June 3)
9:00 A.M. to approximately 6:00 P.M.
Meet sanctuary director Gretchen
Whitman for a tour of “the other
side,” our sister cape, Cape Henlopen
State Park and the Junction & Break-
water Trail connecting Lewes and
Rehoboth Beach. Expect to cover
approximately 20 miles throughout
the day, but know that frequent stops
will occur to explore the natural and
cultural gems of the region. We will
step back in the rich WWII history of
Fort Miles Historic area, climb the old
bunker and lookout tower and stop by
the Seaside Nature Center and fishing
pier. Next a short tour through historic
Lewes and marina-side stop for lunch
allows a break before we tackle the
converted railroad bed trail to
Rehoboth. Time permitting we may
also take a side trip to the University of
Delaware’s Hugh R. Sharp Campus in
Lewes to check out the wind turbine
we can see from our Cape May shore-
line. Bring your own bike, or bike
rentals can be arranged on the
Delaware side. Pack refreshments and
lunch, or bring money for our stop at
the marina in Lewes. Meet at the
Cape May-Lewes Ferry terminal by
8:30 A.M. Preregistration is required.
Cost (Includes walk-on ferry pass):
$50 members, $70 nonmembers.

GREAT AMERICAN BACKYARD
CAMPOUT
Saturday and Sunday,
June 23-24
Join the National Wildlife Federation,
NJ Audubon, and outdoor enthusi-
asts from across the country at the
Nature Center of Cape May for the
“Great American Backyard
Campout!” Program director Sue
Slotterback will lead this family
celebration of “getting out there” for
an overnight campout under the
stars. Activities will include a night
hike, campfire fun, and a Sunday
morning beach cleanup. Arrive at the
nature center by 5:00 P.M. Children
must be accompanied by an adult
camper. Some equipment may be
availablem so call to get more
information if interested. Participants
must pre-register by June 16 by
calling 609.898.8848.
Cost: $5 per person includes s’mores
and breakfast.

HARBOR FEST 2012 WEEKEND
Friday, June 15
5:30 P.M.

Blessing of the Waters: Cape
May Fisherman’s Memorial

Saturday, June 16
10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Streeet Festival: A Celebration
of Seafood and Song

(Rain date: Sunday, June 17)
Join the Nature Center of Cape May
and its community partners for the
fifth annual Harbor Fest, which will
take place along Delaware Avenue,
on Cape May Harbor beaches, and at
the nature center’s environmental
education campus. There will be lots
of fresh seafood, live music, a bless-
ing of the waters, a kayak and canoe
regatta, educational programs, fun
children’s activities, and arts-and-
crafts vendors. For more information,
go to www.capemayharborfest.com.

Continued

*OUTDOOR activities may be canceled for bad weather.
Please call 609.898.8848 to confirm.
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SPECIAL ACTIVITIES FOR TEENS
4-H JUNIOR INTERNSHIPS
RUTGERS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
The Junior Intern Program provides
opportunities for junior and high
school students to work as assistants
during the eight-week Children’s
Summer Programs held at the nature
center. Junior interns receive train-
ing, program and teaching materials,
as well as guidance from the teacher-
naturalists who mentor them. Daily
assignments are flexible and activities
take place each day between 9:30
A.M. and 12:30 P.M. A mandatory
training session is held every Friday
at 12:30 P.M. The program also
includes a community service
project. This special project feature
of the program provides opportuni-
ties for participants to share what
they have learned and make a lasting
contribution to the Nature Center of
Cape May. Interested students
should contact Rutgers Cooperative
Extension, 4 Moore Road, Cape May
Court House, NJ, 08210, phone
609.465.5115, fax 609.465.5953, or
e-mail capemay4h@njaes.rutgers.edu
for more information and an
application.

B-EARTH-DAY
PARTIES

at the Nature Center of
Cape May

Looking for something different for
an upcoming birthday celebra-
tion?

What about a nature theme?
Seashore, birds, reptiles, gardens,
and more! Celebrate your child’s
next birthday party with us.
An outdoor experience (weather
permitting) allows for even more
hands-on fun!
Each program includes a one-hour
nature program with an NJ
Audubon naturalist engaging the
children with age-appropriate
games and activities and one hour
of free time and room use for your
cake, ice cream, and gift-giving.
Call for our detailed brochure or
check us out online at
www.njaudubon.org.

The fee of $75 for NJ Audubon
members and $100 for nonmem-
bers covers up to ten children.
Additional participants are $5 per
child. Additional time can be
added to the two-hour program
for $50 per half-hour. A $50
nonrefundable deposit is required
to hold your date. Parties must be
booked two weeks in advance.

To book a
BIRTHDAY PARTY
call 609.898.8848

Check out our Nature Store for
a great selection of birthday

presents and party favors!
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Spring 2012 Programs
March through May

Plainsboro Preserve
Location:  Plainsboro, NJ  08536
Mailing Address:  80 Scotts Corner Road, Cranbury, NJ  08512
Phone: 609.897.9400 / Fax: 609.897.0287
E-mail: plainsboro@njaudubon.org / Website: http://plainsboro.njaudubon.org

HOURS: Through March 15: Tuesday to Saturday, 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. / Sunday, noon to 4:00 P.M.
March 15 through November 15: Tuesday to Saturday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. / Sunday, noon to 5:00 P.M.
TRAILS: Open dawn to dusk daily.
CLOSINGS: Closed Mondays and Easter Sunday, April 8.

Staff:
Sean Grace, Sanctuary Director
Melissa Craddock, Teacher-Naturalist
Teacher-Naturalist – to be announced
Reeni Samuel, Nature Store Manager

Associate Naturalists:
Greg Hartman, Henry Kindervatter, Valerie Lysenko,

Chris Magarelli, Heidi Mass, Shari-Beth Nadell,
Arlene Oley, Reeni Samuel, Henry Schaefer,

and Vicki Schwartz

EVERY DAY AT
THE PRESERVE

(Tuesday through Sunday)
The Plainsboro Preserve is a collabo-
ration with the Township of
Plainsboro, the County of Middlesex,
and New Jersey Audubon. The
preserve is a 1,000-acre natural area
that supports a diversity of habitats
and wildlife, with one of the largest
lakes in the area.  In addition, you
will find a nature center with nature
exhibits, a reference library, a Nature
Store, and several miles of trails. Stop
by today and put a little nature in
your life.
Nature Store: We have the best
selection of field guides, binoculars,
birdfeeders, and birdseed in the area.
Our expert staff can answer your
questions and offer advice. And we
have a new selection of birding
gifts, birdseed, and nature
merchandise for you to browse.
We have hand blown glass, hand
made stuffed animals, many new
children’s books, and a host of
unique gifts for everyone.
Hiking trails:  Open daily, dawn to
dusk.  Times are posted by the
township rangers. Over 5 miles of
trails traverse an interesting variety
of habitats.

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 Programs and Events

BIRDSEED SALE DAYS
Saturday, March 10
9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Orders due by Saturday, February 25

NJ Audubon offers birdseed sale days several times a year. Support NJ
Audubon’s Plainsboro Preserve by purchasing our high-quality, locally grown
birdseed, mixes, and suet. Select birdfeeders will be on sale the day of the
pickup at the preserve. Our expertly trained staff can help you make your
selections to help encourage your favorite local birds to visit your feeders.
Birdseed order form: http://www.njaudubon.org/Calendar/BirdSeed.html.

Nature Camps
Welcome to Plainsboro Preserve’s

Nature Camps. Our camps are
designed to give children an exciting
outdoor alternative for school and
summer breaks. A portion of each
program will be spent outdoors
building a deeper connection to the
natural world through fun and
informative activities. We provide
highly trained environmental
educators for each of our programs
and have excellent stu-dent to
teacher ratios. Join us and create
memories that will last a lifetime.

Each camp runs from 9:00 A.M. to
4:00 P.M. daily. Choose from ten
different weekly themes. Summer
Camp is broken into two age groups:
Entering 1st to 3rd grades and 4th to

Saturday, June 9
9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Orders due by Saturday, May 26

6th grades. Camps are developmen-
tally appropriate with daily themes,
games, and activities to ensure your
camper is nurtured in a fun and safe
environment. Preregistration is
mandatory. Visit our website for
detailed information and a full listig of
our camp titles and services and to
download a registration packet:
http://www.njaudubon.org/
SectionCenters/SectionPlainsboro/
SummerCamp.aspx.

School Vacation Camp
Grades 1 – 6

SPRING INTO SPRING BREAK
Monday to Friday, April 9 to 13
9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Join us for a wonderful week of camp

Continued

www.njaudubon.org/SectionCenters/SectionPlainsboro/SummerCamp.aspx
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Continued

gearing up for spring while participat-
ing in some of our time-tested favorite
activities. We will explore ecosystems,
learn how to care for wildlife, play
games, track animals, and discover the
tools of the naturalist, all while making
some new friends!
Cost: $60 per day.

Summer Camp
Topics for Boys and Girls

Entering Grades 1 - 3

COOL CRITTERS
OF PLAINSBORO PRESERVE
Monday to Friday, June 18 to 22
Special Pricing for This Week Only!
To allow for snow day makeup at the
end of the school year, we are offering
a day rate of $60 per day, otherwise
regular weekly rates apply.
Meet some of our live animals inside
the nature center and then head out
onto the preserve to search for local
wildlife. We will learn how to use
field guides, collecting nets, and will
set up our trail camera in our quest
to discover animal life around us.
Campers will encounter insects,
birds, and mammals during this week
dedicated to the animal kingdom.

BEST OF THE BEST
Monday to Friday, June 25 to 29
We offer daily themes that children
have consistently rated the most fun
during summer camps! Activities
include a stomp through streams,
insect safaris, and searching for forest
critters under logs. These activities
are the “Best of the Best!”

SPY KIDS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday, July 2, 3, 5, and 6
Closed Wednesday, July 4th
Special Price: $230
Campers will develop a connection
to the natural world by expanding
their powers of observation. We will
send secret messages, use binoculars
to scan for hidden dangers, and go
where no camper has gone before.
Each day will bring a new outdoor
adventure while connecting with
nature.

COLD-BLOODED CREATURES
Monday to Friday, July 9 to 13
Join us and learn about creepy-crawly
cold-blooded creatures during this
week of camp. Campers will have the

opportunity to meet snakes, turtles,
salamanders, frogs, and insects in
their natural habitats.  Encounters
with live animals are accompanied
by associated learning activities.

NO CAMP  JULY 16 to 20

WILD WISDOM
Monday to Friday, July 23 to 27
We will discover legends, stories, and
myths from various cultures as we
explore topics and natural themes.
Stories are a jumping off point for
exploration. Activities and crafts will
reinforce campers' newly found
knowledge.

SENSATIONAL SENSES
Monday to Friday,
July 30 to August 3
Every day will bring a new adventure
while using our five senses!  Test your
taste buds during nature snack time.
Listen and learn from the sounds of
the forest.  Campers will explore the
wild world around them by looking,
listening, touching, and tasting. We
will try to stump our senses with fun
games and activities!

NATURE NINJAS
Monday to Friday,
August 6 to 10
A Nature Ninja can move through the
forest with the stealth of a fox, the
speed of a deer, and the cunning of a
cat. A Nature Ninja knows the lan-
guage of the birds and learns from
their animal helpers. Join us for a week
of fun-filled activities and discover the
world of the Nature Ninja.

WONDERFUL WILDLIFE
Monday to Friday,
August 13 to 17
Wild animals have always captured
our imagination.  During this action-
packed week we will catch a few
critters of our own in our quest to
learn about local wildlife.  Which
animal is the fastest, biggest, or
strongest?  Learn all about the coolest
animals in the animal kingdom.

EARTHKEEPERS
Monday to Friday,
August 20 to 24
Native Americans understand the
importance of plants and animals and
how we relate to nature.  We will taste
some foods Native Americans grow in

their gardens and learn about their
animal friends.  Through stories and
explorations we will discover how we
are connected with nature.

WILD DISCOVERIES
Monday to Friday,
August 27 to 31
Discover nature in the strangest
places!  Look under logs, splash in a
stream, and search through fields
during this week of nature investiga-
tion.  Campers will see the natural
world from different perspectives as
they scan the tree tops and examine
the stones beneath their feet.

Summer Camp
Topics for Boys and Girls

Entering Grades 4 - 6

NATURE CAMP SAMPLER
Monday to Friday, June 18 to 22
Special Pricing for This Week Only!
To allow for snow day makeup at the
end of the school year, we are offering
a day rate of $60 per day, otherwise
regular weekly rates apply.
We will enjoy favorite activities from
past summer camps, including games,
hikes, survival skills, and tracking.
Campers will search for animals on the
preserve and make new friends along
the way.  This is a great introduction
to our nature camps.

ANIMAL ADVENTURERS
Monday to Friday, June 25 to 29
Campers will learn about reptiles,
amphibians, birds, mammals, and
insects in one animal-packed week of
camp.  We will investigate different
live animals in our nature center
before exploring wild habitats on the
nature preserve.  Look at nesting
birds, discover the world of insects,
and photograph wild animals with
our trail camera.

WOODLAND GAMES
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday, July 2, 3, 5, and 6
Closed Wednesday, July 4th
Special Price: $230
Scavenger hunts, Frisbee golf,
Stream Catcher, Capture the Flag,
and Animal Charades are just some
of the planned activities during this
fun-filled week.  Campers will have
an opportunity to learn by playing
outdoor games!
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Plainsboro Preserve
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance

Saturday, February 25 .............. Birdseed Orders Due for Pickup March 10
Saturday, March 3 .................... Trash Pickup and Trail Tune Up
Saturday, March 10.................. Birdseed Pickup
Saturday, March 10.................. Woodcock and Amphibian Evening Walk
Friday, March 16 ...................... Sourlands Salamander Search
Saturday, March 17.................. Tools of the Native Americans
Friday, March 23 ...................... Sourlands Salamander Search
Saturday, March 24.................. Forest Scavenger Hunt
Saturday, March 31.................. Summer Camp Open House
Saturday, March 31.................. Terrific Turtles
Friday, April 6 ........................... Full Moon Hike
Saturday, April 7 ....................... Spring Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 8 ......................... Center Closed for Easter
Monday to Friday, April 9-13 ... Spring into Spring Break
Saturday, April 14..................... Geocaching: A GPS Scavenger Hunt
Saturday, April 14..................... Duke Birding by Bike
Saturday, April 21..................... Spring Bird Migration at the Plainsboro

Preserve
Saturday, April 21..................... Signs of Spring Hike
Saturday, April 21..................... Amazing Animals of Our Vernal Ponds
Saturday, April 21..................... Earth Day Festival
Saturday, April 28..................... Salamander Search
Saturday, April 28..................... Birding: Sourland Mountains Series Part 1:

Somerset Sourlands
Saturday, May 5 ....................... Stream Stomping
Saturday, May 5 ....................... Birding: Sourland Mountains Series Part 2:

Explore Baldpate Mountain
Sunday, May 6 ......................... Natural History of the Pine Barrens Trip
Saturday, May 12 ..................... Fistfuls of Frogs
Saturday, May 12 ..................... World Series of Birding Century Run
Saturday, May 19 ..................... The Birds Are Back in Town
Saturday, May 26 ..................... The Moth Ball
Saturday, May 26 ..................... Birdseed Orders Due for Pickup June 9
Saturday, June 9 ....................... Bird Seed Pickup

Continued

SURVIVAL I
Monday to Friday, July 9 to 13
Learn survival skills by putting them
into practice.  This week will introduce
basic survival skills through hands-on
experiences.  Campers will build
shelters, learn basic way-finding skills,
gather food and water, and cook on a
fire during this week of adventure.
This is our core survival course.

NO CAMP  JULY 16 to 20

PRESERVE EXPLORERS
Monday to Friday, July 23 to 27
This week offers campers an oppor-
tunity to explore the less-visited
areas of Plainsboro Preserve.  With
over 600 acres to investigate, camp-
ers will enjoy hiking to the beaver
lodge and Maggie's Point, search for
woodland animals, and get to know
a few plants and trees.

SEARCH AND RESCUE
Monday to Friday,
July 30 to August 3
Learn essential skills that will help
you survive if you were to become
lost in the woods. Search and rescue
techniques will be introduced as
campers attempt to find and then
“rescue” a lost hiker. Campers will
participate in a variety of fun activi-
ties that will teach way-finding,
search methods, and core survival
techniques.

SURVIVAL II
Monday to Friday,
August 6 to 10
Campers will learn to track wild
animals and the secrets of becoming
invisible in the woods.  We will learn
about traditional Native American
tools, including bows and arrows,
and stone tools.  We will revisit
essential skills from Survival I such as
fire and water, but may utilize
different techniques. Survival I is not
a prerequisite.

N.S.I.
(Nature Scene Investigators)
Monday to Friday,
August 13 to 17
Who left that track in the mud?  Who
made that nest?  Who lives in that
burrow?  Campers will investigate
clues in nature during this week of
exploration and sleuthing. Come be
a Nature Scene Investigator!

PREDATOR AND PREY
Monday to Friday,
August 20 to 24
This week campers will learn about
the relationship between predator
and prey!  Explore animal survival
strategies like sneaking, stalking, and
camouflage while searching for
predators and their prey throughout
the preserve. We will meet and care
for some of the animals that live at
the nature center during this week of
camp.

NATIVE AMERICAN LIFE-SKILLS
Monday to Friday,
August 27 to 31
Native Americans didn't
survive…they thrived.  Native Ameri-
cans were part of the environment
and knew nature's secrets.  Who left
that track? What tree makes the best
bows? Where can I find food or
water? This course combines the

skills of a naturalist with the knowl-
edge of a Native American.

Family
Nature Programs

Saturdays from 3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
Welcome to the Plainsboro Preserve’s
Family Nature Programs. Each
program is designed to explore
nature through a theme. A portion of
each program may be spent out-
doors building a deeper connection
to the natural world through fun and
informative activities. We provide a
highly trained environmental educa-

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all
NJ Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).
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tor for each of our programs. Join us
and create memories that will last a
lifetime. Educational and fun, these
Family Nature Programs are perfect
for beginning naturalists and their
families ages 6 to adult. Preregistra-
tion is encouraged.
Cost: members, $3 per person;

nonmembers, $5 per person
(unless otherwise noted).

TRASH PICKUP
AND TRAIL TUNEUP
Saturday, March 3 Special Time
Noon to 4:00 P.M.
The Plainsboro Preserve is a huge
community resource. This is an
opportunity to give back by coming
out and helping us pick up trash and
“tune up” our trails. Bring a friend,
your scout pack, or the family, and
meet some like-minded individuals in
our community.
Cost: Free.

WOODCOCK AND AMPHIBIAN
EVENING WALK
Saturday, March 10 Special Time
Walk begins at 5:30 P.M.
Join us at the Plainsboro Preserve to
witness the nuptial flights of male
woodcocks as they try to woo their
female counterparts. The preserve
has a number of these amazing and
secretive birds and in years past we
have seen and heard many of them.
Linger into the night as the amphib-
ian chorus grows. Join sanctuary
director Sean Grace for this fun and
informative evening walk.

TOOLS OF THE
NATIVE AMERICANS
Saturday, March 17
3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
Have you ever wondered how
traditional people cooked over a fire,
made a knife out of stone, tanned
hides, made bows and arrows, or
made a fire? We will spend some
time inside sharing and learning
about these interesting artifacts and
then head outside and try our hand
at making a fire with flint and steel.

FOREST SCAVENGER HUNT
Saturday, March 24
3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
Join us for a great journey by explor-
ing the meaning of biodiversity. We
will play games, have a scavenger
hunt using all of our senses, and

solve riddles to see the diversity of
the Plainsboro Preserve.

SUMMER CAMP OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, March 31
10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
Come in and meet the staff during
our summer camp open house. We
will be available to answer questions
and will have sample camp sched-
ules. We will be offering a special one
day promotion, so be sure to ask!

TERRIFIC TURTLES
Saturday, March 31
3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
Did you know that the vernal pools
of Plainsboro Preserve are home to
many types of elusive turtles?
Participants meet several species of
turtles in our nature center up close
before creating their very own paper
turtle to take home! We will also hike
out to the vernal pools to search for
turtles, weather permitting.

FULL MOON HIKE
SPECIAL DATE and TIME
Friday, April 6
6:30 to 8:30 P.M.
A familiar trail by day becomes a
whole new experience at night! Our
fearless naturalist will lead you on an
adventure in which owls hoot, coy-
otes howl, and strange rustlings in the
brush are wonderful possibilities. Join
us for this family-friendly exploration
into the animal world at night.

SPRING EGG HUNT
Saturday April 7
3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
Join us as we look for eggs along
“Cottontail Trail” and see if we can’t
find surprises that have been left
behind. Many animals start their life
cycle as an egg, and we will learn
some interesting nature knowledge
as we search for goodies. Come
dressed to spend time searching for
hidden treasures outside.

GEOCACHING:
A GPS SCAVENGER HUNT
Saturday, April 14
3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
Welcome to the 21st century scaven-
ger hunt! Geocaching is a real-world
outdoor treasure hunt where players
try to locate hidden containers using
latitude and longitude coordinates.
After an introduction to the world of

geocaching, we’ll head outside with
our GPS units to search for hidden
treasure on the preserve! Please bring
a GPS-enabled smartphone or GPS
unit if you have one.

EARTH DAY FESTIVAL
Saturday, April 21
In celebration of Earth Day we are
offering Family Nature Programs at
8:00 A.M., 11:00 A.M., and 3:30 P.M.
Please join us in support of Earth Day
and your local nature center. Standard
program rates apply.

SPRING BIRD MIGRATION AT THE
PLAINSBORO PRESERVE
Saturday, April 21
8:00 to 10:00 A.M.
Come and join sanctuary director
Sean Grace for a stroll around the
preserve looking and listening for a
variety of birds. We will start with
some close observations at our
feeders and then look for some early
spring migrants.

SIGNS OF SPRING HIKE ON THE
PLAINSBORO PRESERVE
Saturday, April 21
11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
The Plainsboro Preserve is a great
place to go for a spring hike. Bring
your hiking shoes, dress in layers, and
come prepared for a moderate hike to
some of the lesser-explored areas on
the preserve. Expect to cover several
miles at a moderate pace with associ-
ate naturalist Shari-Beth Nadell.

AMAZING ANIMALS OF OUR
VERNAL POOLS
Saturday, April 21
3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
In spring, temporary ponds fill up,
and these are magnets for breeding
amphibians. Vicki Schwartz will lead a
walk to the vernal pools at Plainsboro
Preserve, where you will learn what
vernal pools are, why they are impor-
tant, and what kind of animals can be
found there. Plan to get wet and
muddy feet! Boots recommended.

SALAMANDER SEARCH
Saturday, April 28
3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
The lives of salamanders are secretive
and relatively unknown, yet sala-
manders may be the most abundant
and easily observed animals in our

Continued
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forests. Learn some facts about
salamanders through a live sala-
mander viewing and discussion.
Then we will head out into the
hardwood forest to carefully search
for the secretive salamanders.

STREAM STOMPING
Saturday, May 5
3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
Bring your boots and prepare to get
wet and wild as we talk about the
importance of water in an ecosystem
while we hike in and along Devil’s
Brook. With the spring season upon
us, we are sure to find some cool
critters and have a great time hiking
along the stream.

FISTFULS OF FROGS
Saturday, May 12
3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
How many frogs do you think we can
catch during this hands-on program?
Ten, twenty, thirty? Join us for a walk
to some of our frog hot spots and try
your hand at catching these slippery
creatures! Learn how to safely handle
these critters with care. We will tally
up our frog totals and try to set a
preserve record while learning about
them up close! A limited number of
nets will be available. Bring rubber
boots or old sneakers that can get
wet and muddy.

THE BIRDS ARE BACK IN TOWN
Saturday, May 19
3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
Join associate naturalist Vicki
Schwartz for a fun adventure into the
world of birds with your favorite
budding naturalist. Meet a live bird
up close and discover what makes
birds so special. After some inside
discovery time and activities intro-
ducing your budding naturalist to
birds we will head outside for a bird
adventure. Children, ages 3-7, must
be accompanied by an adult.

THE MOTH BALL
Saturday, May 26
3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
Please join us at the Moth Ball, a
chance to observe and learn about
some of nature’s most beautiful and
often overlooked creatures. The
preserve has a diversity of habitats
that are perfect for moths. We will
attract them, using some specialized
lighting equipment, to make them

easy to see and photograph. While
there are about 950 species of birds in
North America, there are somewhere
around 12,000 species of moths, from
just an eighth of an inch in length to
well over 5 inches. “Mothing” is a
rapidly growing subject of interest in
the United States.

NATURE FIELD TRIPS
Welcome to Plainsboro Preserve’s

Nature Field Trips for interested
learners. Each field trip is designed
for adults and focused family mem-
bers to explore one of the natural
areas of New Jersey. We provide a
highly trained environmental educa-
tor for each of our field trips. Join us
and build memories that will last a
lifetime while exploring a deeper
connection with the natural world.
All the trips involve moderate exer-
cise and each participant should
bring basic necessities such as water,
sunscreen, snack, and appropriate
clothing. We prefer ten-day preregis-
tration and advanced payment of
$10 for NJ Audubon members or $15
for nonmembers for all trips (unless
otherwise noted). To register, send
check payable to “NJ Audubon” to
Plainsboro Preserve, 80 Scotts Corner
Road, Cranbury, NJ 08512. No
refunds are made unless we cancel
the trip. Field trips meet at or near
the trip locations; directions and
information are available online at
www.njaudubon.org/centers/
plainsboro. Group size is limited and
a minimum number of participants
are necessary. E-mail:
plainsboro@njaudubon.org or call
609.897.9400.

SOURLANDS SALAMANDER
SEARCH
Friday, March 16, 7:00 to 9:00 P.M.
Or….
Friday, March 23, 7:00 to 9:00 P.M.
Join us for an adventure into the
Sourland Mountains as we search for
the remarkable spotted salamander.
When the first warm rains of spring
arrive, many amphibians emerge
from their winter burrows and
migrate to their breeding pools. This
is the only time of year that these
large-bodied salamanders can be
seen above ground in large numbers.
Don’t miss this spectacular natural
event! Bring a headlamp or flash-

light, dress warmly, and wear rubber
boots. This trip requires a short walk
into the woods at night.

DUKE BIRDING BY BIKE
Saturday, April 14
8:00 A.M. to noon
Moderate bike ride.
Duke Farms is a beautiful five-square-
mile piece of mixed habitat in central
New Jersey that is a haven for bird
migrants. Interlaced through fields
and forest is an extensive bike path
that allows us to cover distance at a
moderate pace and locate a large
variety of bird species. Join sanctuary
director Sean Grace, Michael Pollock,
and Stephen Bagen for a birding-by-
bike bonanza.

BIRDING:
SOURLAND MOUNTAINS SERIES
Part 1: Somerset Sourlands
Saturday, April 28
8:00 to 11:00 A.M.
Moderate hike.
This Somerset County site is not only
a great place to hike, but also a great
place to witness migration in Central
New Jersey. Warblers, tanagers,
orioles, and bluebirds find the forests
here a welcome haven during their
arduous journey. Join sanctuary
director Sean Grace on this wonderful
hike and learn about spring migration.

BIRDING:
SOURLAND MOUNTAINS SERIES
Part 2: Explore Baldpate
Mountain
Saturday, May 5
8:00 to 11:00 A.M.
Moderate hike.
Baldpate Mountain is located on the
southeast end of the Sourland
Mountain region where it rises from
the banks of the Delaware River.
There are 10 miles of trails with
mature hardwood forests and mixed
grasslands. Explore one of the best-
kept secrets in central New Jersey
while looking for breeding birds. Join
sanctuary director Sean Grace on this
wonderful adventure.

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE
PINE BARRENS WITH RICK RADIS
Sunday, May 6
Meet in Warren Grove at 9:00 A.M.
Trip 1. Visit the pygmy forest of the
East Plains for spring wildflowers and

Continued
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botany, fire ecology, herps, nesting
birds, a little geology and history,
and a lot more.

WORLD SERIES OF BIRDING
CENTURY RUN
Saturday, May 12
All day.
Join us on an adventure from the
Plainsboro Preserve up through
Hunterdon County trying to locate
100 bird species. This is prime time
for bird migrants and Sean Grace will
be exploring a number of birding hot
spots with short walks at a leisurely
pace. Don’t miss this great learning
opportunity. The World Series of
Birding is a fundraising event for New
Jersey Audubon and helps us fund
research, conservation, and educa-
tion for a variety of bird issues.
Participants are encouraged to make
a minimum donation of $1 per bird
species identified.

SANCTUARY NOTES
All of the staff at the Plainsboro
Preserve would like to thank the
volunteers for their hard work and
dedication supporting us and our
mission.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
609.897.9400

✔ Trail Maintenance and Gar-
dening: Learn about nature while
helping maintain our large trail
network and native plant gardens.
✔ Teaching Opportunities: Do
you have a special area of natural
history interest or expertise that you
want to share with others? Stop by
and talk with us. Give the gift of
knowledge.
✔ Reception and Nature Store
Volunteers: This is your opportu-
nity to help out in a friendly and fun
atmosphere with people who share
your love of the natural world!
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Spring 2012 Programs
March through May

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 Programs and Events

Continued

Rancocas Nature Center
794 Rancocas Road, Mount Holly, NJ 08060
Phone: 609.261.2495  /  Fax: 609.261.9916
E-mail: rancocas@njaudubon.org / Website: http://rancocas.njaudubon.org

HOURS: Tuesday to Saturday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. / Sunday, noon to 5:00 P.M. / Closed Mondays
The center closes at 4:00 p.m. each day until March 11.

CLOSINGS: The center will be closed on Sunday, April 8, for Easter.

Staff:
Susan Buffalino, Sanctuary Director
Becky Laboy, Teacher-Naturalist
Kerri Sellers, Teacher-Naturalist
Diane Rothschild, Environmental Educator

NJ AUDUBON
BIRDSEED SALES

Orders due by February 25
Pick up birdseed order on:

Saturday, March 10
9:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M.

Orders due by May 26
Pick up birdseed order on:

Saturday, June 9
9:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M.

CHILDREN’S
NATURE SERIES

Register in advance for all programs

NATURE TODDLERS
Series 1: Wednesdays,
March 14, 21, 28, and April 4
Series 2: Wednesdays,
April 18, 25, May 2 and 9
Series 3: Wednesdays,
May 23 and 30, June 6 and 13
Morning Session: 10:00 to 11:00 A.M.
Afternoon Session: 1:30 to 2:30 P.M.
Young children are naturally curious
about their surroundings. The Nature
Toddler series teaches children ages
3 to 5 years about the natural world
around them. Through age-appropri-
ate hands-on activities, stories, short
hikes, and crafts, children can share
educational experiences with their
parent/caregiver. Each week offers a
different environmental theme that
utilizes the Rancocas gardens, trails,
and dragonfly pond to reinforce the
outdoor experience. Please preregis-
ter for the series.
Cost: members, $25/child for the
series; nonmembers, $38/child for
the series.

SATURDAY NATURE EXPLORERS
Saturdays,
March 3, April 7, and May 5
1:00 to 3:00 P.M.
The Rancocas Nature Center is an

Associate Naturalists:
John Courtney, Lloyd Shaw,

Sandra Keller, Karl Anderson,
Steve Mattan, Tom Bailey,
and Gary and Margie Lizzi

exciting place to spend a Saturday
afternoon. A different environmental
topic each week will inspire explora-
tions on the trail. Nurture your child’s
awareness of the natural world and
start them on the path to “growing
up green.” Children can participate in
Nature Explorers on their own, with a
friend, or with a parent or other care-
giver. It’s a great venue for sharing the
beauty of the natural world with
your children or grandchildren.
Cost: members, $7/person for each
session; nonmembers, $10/person
for each session.

PROGRAMS
FOR ALL AGES

Register in advance for all programs

INTERPRETIVE TRAIL HIKE
AT RANCOCAS
Sundays,
March 4, April 1, and May 6
1:00 to 2:00 P.M.
On the first Sunday of each month,
join an NJ Audubon staff person or an
associate naturalist for an interpre-
tive hike through our varied habitats.
It’s a great way to become familiar
with our well-maintained trails. Bring
a camera and/or binoculars to use as
we stop at scenic spots along the
way. The easy pace is suitable for all
ages; please use a child carrier to

transport small children.
Cost: members, free; nonmembers,
$4/person and $10/family.

ADULT PROGRAMS
AT RNC

SPEAKING OF NATURE SERIES
Thursdays,
March 8, April 12, and May 10
7:00 to 8:00 P.M.
Interested in nature? Looking for a
new hobby? The Rancocas Nature
Center will be hosting a series of
evening presentations that focus on
a variety of topics related to the
natural world. Watch for details in
the weekly e-mail blast, or call the
center for information about topics
and presenters. Please preregister for
this program.
Cost: Free for members; nonmem-
bers, $5/person suggested donation.
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Continued

SALAMANDER SUNDAY
Sunday, March 25
1:30 to 3:30 P.M.
Every spring like clockwork, these
elusive amphibians emerge from
hibernation as the days warm and
the daylight extends. Females of
the species migrate to a vernal pool
or wetland to deposit their eggs,
and the fascinating cycle of the
next generation begins to unfold.
The afternoon’s activity will include
a hike to search for the three
species of salamanders that make
Rancocas their home. Boots are
provided or you can bring your
own.
Cost: members, $7/person, $15/
family (limit 5); nonmembers, $10/
person, $24/family (limit 5).

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY
AT RANCOCAS
Sunday, April 15
1:30 to 3:30 P.M.
Celebrate the 42nd anniversary of
Earth Day. It’s a time to thank the
earth for its bounty and focus on
what we need to do to conserve
and protect our important re-
sources. Through interactive
activities and games such as “The
Incredible Journey” and “Recycling

CONNECT WITH NATURE SERIES
Register in advance for all programs.

Relay,” children and adults will
learn about the environment and
how to live a “green” lifestyle. The
afternoon will include a tour of
Rancocas streams and dragonfly
pond, and demonstrations of
backyard composting and rain
barrels. This program is engaging
for all ages.
Cost: members, $7/person, $15/
family (limit 5); nonmembers, $10/
person, $24/family (limit 5).

BIRDS, BEES, AND BUTTER-
FLIES IN YOUR BACKYARD
Sunday, May 20
1:30 to 3:30 P.M.
Take an afternoon tour of the
Rancocas meadows and experience
the colors of spring. A variety of
flora and fauna can be found in
these maintained habitats. With
binoculars, field guides, and ID
cards, identifying the common
species is easy. Participants will
also learn tips on creating a wildlife
habitat to attract birds, bees, and
butterflies to their own backyard.
Loaner binoculars will be available.
Cost: members, $7/person, $15/
family (limit 5); nonmembers, $10/
person, $24/family (limit 5).

SHORT WALKS
WITH SANDRA KELLER
You don’t need much time or gas to
take advantage of these short walks
with associate naturalist Sandra
Keller. A quick morning trip to a local
hot spot is a great way to start your
Sunday. No reservations are needed;
the idea is to keep it simple. Only
persistent rain cancels a walk. Call
the center for directions to the site.
Please arrive by 9:00 A.M.

Pennington Park and Rancocas
Greenway, Delanco
Sunday, April 22
Meet at 9:00 A.M.
Visit one of the sites highlighted in
the Birding and Wildlife Trails
Burlington map. Pennington Park is
accessed from Creek Road and offers
trails with overlooks from which to
view wildlife in varied habitats. The
morning walk will also include the

Rancocas Greenway spur that
follows the Rancocas Creek.
Cost: $7 for members,

$10 for nonmembers.

Cooper River Park,
Camden County
Sunday, May 27
Meet at 9:00 A.M.
Cooper River Park encompasses 346
acres of urban preserved land. Its
large, open water area is attractive to
a variety of wildlife. The morning
walk, during this period of spring
migration, will follow the shoreline
pathways that loop the main area of
the park.
Cost: $7 for members,

$10 for nonmembers.

29TH ANNUAL
WORLD SERIES OF BIRDING
Saturday, May 12
Support New Jersey Audubon and
the Rancocas Nature Center on
the “Big Day!” Associate naturalist
Sandra Keller, Barb Wiley,
Rancocas teacher naturalist Becky
Laboy, and past Teen Bird Club
president Sarah Tanedo will be
birding their prime area this year.
Your support is needed. Inter-
ested in sponsoring a team?
Please contact RNC for details.

FIELD TRIPS
All programs require advance

registration.
You can register by calling the center
or by mailing a check to RNC, 794
Rancocas Road, Mount Holly, NJ
08060. To facilitate sending site
directions, please include your e-mail
address when you register. Trips take
place rain or shine (within reasonable
limits). Bring binoculars and/or
scopes, lunch (if desired), and dress
appropriately for the weather.

EARLY MIGRANTS AT
PEDRICKTOWN
Saturday, March 17
Meet at 9:00 A.M.
Join associate naturalist Lloyd Shaw
as he “hunts” for ducks and other
waterfowl, early shorebirds, and
passerines in Salem County. Meet in
Pedricktown. The day will include visits
to Mannington Marsh and Featherbed
Lane. Led by Lloyd Shaw. This is a joint
trip with Sandy Hook.
Cost: $15 for members,

$20 for nonmembers.

SPRING BIRDING AT FORSYTHE
NWR (BRIGANTINE)
Saturday, April 7
Meet at 8:00 A.M.
Spring into the season by spending
the day at one of the shore’s pre-
miere birding spots. Forsythe is a
great location for spotting early
spring migrants, raptors, waterfowl,
and gulls. This is a joint trip with
Sandy Hook. Leader: Lloyd Shaw.
Cost: $15 for members,

$20 for nonmembers.
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ATLANTIC COUNTY PARK
WITH LLOYD SHAW
Saturday, April 28
Meet at 7:30 A.M.
Atlantic County Park has its share of
resident and migrant passerines.
Lloyd Shaw will lend his expertise,
and it is sure to be a productive day
for beginners and the experienced
birder. Leader: Lloyd Shaw.
Cost: $15 for members,

$20 for nonmembers.

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE
PINE BARRENS WITH RICK RADIS
Sunday, May 6
Meet in Warren Grove at 9:00 A.M.
Trip 1. Visit the pygmy forest of the
East Plains for spring wildflowers and
botany, fire ecology, herps, nesting
birds, a little geology and history,
and a lot more. This is a joint trip with
Sandy Hook.
Cost: $10 members,

$15 nonmembers.

WEEKDAY BIRDING
AT SANDY HOOK
Tuesday, May 15
Meet at 7:00 A.M.
Join birding guru Tom Boyle as he
focuses on the arriving warblers and
passerines on the tip of New Jersey at
Sandy Hook. It’s sure to be a great
day of birding. Leader: Tom Boyle.
This is a joint trip with Sandy Hook.
Cost: $15 for members,

$20 for nonmembers.

THANKS TO
OUR VOLUNTEERS

Rancocas’s dedicated and knowl-
edgeable volunteers contribute
many hours of their time each
season. Center Focus offers a venue
to extend our thanks. The nature
center would not be the vibrant
place it is without their help. Thank
you to Joey Baran, Hedy Bauer, John
and Marilyn Courtney, Katie Dole,
Laura Edwards, Blake Elkins, Bob Hall,
Bill Holloway, Jean Jordan, Dave and
John Lestino, Bob Lord, Steve
Mattan, Mary and Bob Metrione,
Ken Mitchell, Candy Myers, Abe
Reuther, Diane Rothschild, Arline
Spangler, Murray Stern, Laura
Tanedo, Louise Tompkins, Mami
Umemura, David White, Barbara
Wiley, Bill Wiley, Al Wiley, and the
Work Group.

With each season of Center Focus,
Rancocas highlights the contributions
of one of its volunteers. This issue
focuses on Bob Lord’s very gener-

Rancocas Nature Center
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance

Saturday, February 25 ............Birdseed Orders Due for Pickup March 10
Saturday, March 3 ..................Saturday Nature Explorers
Sunday, March 4 .................... Interpretive Trail Hike at Rancocas
Thursday, March 8 .................Speaking of Nature Series
Saturday, March 10................Birdseed Sale Day
Wednesday, March 14 ...........Burlington County Natural Science Club
Wednesday, March 14 ...........Nature Toddlers Series 1 (Morning Session)
Wednesday, March 14 ...........Nature Toddlers Series 1 (Afternoon Session)
Saturday, March 17................ Early Migrants at Pedricktown
Wednesday, March 21 ...........Nature Toddlers Series 1 (Morning Session)
Wednesday, March 21 ...........Nature Toddlers Series 1 (Afternoon Session)
Sunday, March 25 ..................Salamander Sunday
Wednesday, March 28 ...........Nature Toddlers Series 1 (Morning Session)
Wednesday, March 28 ...........Nature Toddlers Series 1 (Afternoon Session)
Sunday, April 1 ....................... Interpretive Trail Hike at Rancocas
Wednesday, April 4 ................Nature Toddlers Series 1 (Morning Session)
Wednesday, April 4 ................Nature Toddlers Series 1 (Afternoon Session)
Saturday, April 7 .....................Spring Birding at Forsythe NWR
Saturday, April 7 .....................Saturday Nature Explorers
Wednesday, April 11 ..............Burlington County Natural Science Club
Thursday, April 12 ..................Speaking of Nature Series
Sunday, April 15 .....................Celebrate Earth Day at Rancocas
Wednesdays, April 18 & 25 ....Nature Toddlers Series 2 (Morning Session)
Wednesdays, April 18 & 25 ....Nature Toddlers Series 2 (Afternoon Session)
Sunday, April 22 .....................Short Walk at Pennington Park
Saturday, April 28...................Atlantic County Park with Lloyd Shaw
Wednesday, May 2 ................Nature Toddlers Series 2 (Morning Session)
Wednesday, May 2 ................Nature Toddlers Series 2 (Afternoon Session)
Saturday, May 5 .....................Saturday Nature Explorers
Sunday, May 6 ....................... Interpretive Trail Hike at Rancocas
Sunday, May 6 .......................Natural History of the Pine Barrens Trip
Wednesday, May 9 ................Nature Toddlers Series 2 (Morning Session)
Wednesday, May 9 ................Nature Toddlers Series 2 (Afternoon Session)
Wednesday, May 9 ................Burlington County Natural Science Club
Thursday, May 10 ..................Speaking of Nature Series
Saturday, May 12 ...................29th Annual World Series of Birding
Tuesday, May 15 ....................Weekday Birding at Sandy Hook
Sunday, May 20 .....................Birds, Bees, and Butterflies in Your Backyard
Wednesdays, May 23 & 30 ....Nature Toddlers Series 3 (Morning Session)
Wednesdays, May 23 & 30 ....Nature Toddlers Series 3 (Afternoon Session)
Saturday, May 26 ...................Birdseed Orders Due for Pickup June 9
Sunday, May 27 .....................Short Walk with Sandra Keller at Cooper

River Park, Camden County
Saturday, June 9 .....................Birdseed Sale Day

BURLINGTON COUNTY
NATURAL SCIENCE CLUB
NJ Audubon members are invited
to the monthly meetings of the
Burlington County Natural
Science Club. Meetings are held
the second Wednesday of the
month, September through May,
at 7:00 P.M. For updates on meet-
ing locations and presentation
topics, visit the club’s website at
http://oldsquaw.tripod.com.

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all
NJ Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).

Continued
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ously donation of his time and
expertise. Bob has the unique job of
connecting with and coordinating
the efforts of the Work Group, a local
alternative high school. The group
volunteers at Rancocas several
mornings a month and they tackle
assorted projects in the field and at
the center. Bob also utilizes his
design and construction skills to
handle ongoing issues relating to
facilities and trails. Thank you, Bob,
for your expert help.
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Spring 2012 Programs
March through May

Sandy Hook/All Things Birds
Phone: 732.872.2500 / Fax: 732.872.2577 / Voice of New Jersey Rare Bird Alert: 732.872.2595
Rare bird reports to: sightings@njaudubon.org
Program Registration: Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanctuary
11 Hardscrabble Road, 908.766.5787 scherman-hoffman@njaudubon.org

For Questions and Program Information (after March 1, 2012):
Peter Bacinski, Bird Program Director,

Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanctuary
908.766.5787 pete.bacinski@njaudubon.org

Scott Barnes, Bird Program Director,
Plainsboro Preserve
609.897.9400 scott.barnes@njaudubon.org

Associate Naturalists:
Patrick Belardo, Tom Boyle, Michael Britt,

Tom Brown, Terry Carruthers, Brian Clough, Rob
Fanning, David Harrison, Carole Hughes,

Karen Johnson, Andy Lamy, Linda Mack, Rick Radis,
Lloyd Shaw, Andrew Spears, and Ken Witkowski

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 Programs and Events

FIELD TRIPS
WITH PETE BACINSKI, SCOTT
BARNES AND OUR ASSOCIATE
NATURALISTS
By caravan with Pete Bacinski, Scott
Barnes, or our associate naturalists to
seasonally productive birding or
natural areas. Please include your
e-mail address and phone
number with your check or when
you register.
Single trips: $15 members, $20
nonmembers, and volunteers $10,
with no cancellations or refunds.
Trips go in any weather, usually to
midafternoon. Bring lunch, weather-
appropriate gear, binoculars, and
scopes. Directions are available on
our website at
http://www.njaudubon.org/
SectionCenters/SectionSHBO/
FieldTripDirections.aspx. Continued

Note to Readers: In case you haven’t heard, New
Jersey Audubon has closed its Sandy Hook Bird Obser-
vatory office but programs at Sandy Hook will continue.
As part of New Jersey Audubon’s NEW All Things Birds
initiative, starting March 1, Pete Bacinski and Scott
Barnes will bring their considerable talents to bear,
respectively, at the Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in Bernardsville and Plainsboro Preserve in Cranbury.
Please note the new contact information for Pete and
Scott and NEW PROGRAM REGISTRATION INFORMA-
TION: For programs listed below that require pre-

registration, please contact the Scherman-Hoffman
Wildlife Sanctuary at 908.766.5787 or email the center
at scherman-hoffman@njaudubon.org. For logistical
information regarding the programs, contact Pete or
Scott directly.

All of us are excited about expanding the scope of our
birding program and spreading Scott’s and Pete’s talents
to a wider geographic area. Please bear with us during
this time of transition and look forward to a growing
array of birding programs through All Things Birds.

Trips include:
Saturday, March 3
Associate naturalist Terry Carruthers
will visit the western NJ reservoirs at
Merrill Creek, Spruce Run, and Round
Valley for late-winter specialties.
Meet at 8:45 A.M.
Saturday, March 10
Ocean County birding locations with
Pete; such as Tuckerton, Cedar Run,
Manahawkin, and the Barnegat
Impoundments for late winter
birding. Meet at 8:45 A.M.
Saturday, March 17
Join Lloyd Shaw at Pedricktown, Man-
nington Marsh, and Featherbed Lane
for early migrants. Meet at 9:00 A.M.
Saturday, March 24
Salem County birding hotspots with
Scott, for early spring arrivals and
local specialties. Meet at 8:45 A.M.
(Special price: $20 for members,
$25 for nonmembers.)

Saturday, March 31
Sandy Hook with Linda Mack, for
early arriving spring specialties and
departing winter waterfowl and
gulls. Meet at 8:45 A.M.
Saturday, April 7
Bird with associate naturalist Terry
Carruthers at Merrill Creek, Round
Valley, and Spruce Run Reservoirs in
search of early spring arrivals, raptors
and waterfowl. Meet at 8:45 A.M.
Saturday, April 7
Forsythe (Brigantine) NWR for early
spring migrants, raptors, and all
things spring with Lloyd Shaw.
Meet at 8:00 A.M.
Saturday, April 14
Join Scott Barnes at Sandy Hook for a
visit to the migration watch platform.
Enjoy early spring birding and the
fantastic view at this hotspot.
Meet at 8:45 A.M.

http://www.njaudubon.org/SectionCenters/SectionSHBO/FieldTripDirections.aspx
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Continued

Sunday, April 15
Sandy Hook with associate naturalist
Tom Boyle for early spring arrivals.
Meet at 7:00 A.M.
Saturday, April 21
Associate naturalist Carole Hughes will
lead our first spring Garret Mountain
spring migrant birding adventure.
Meet at 8:15 A.M.
Saturday April 21
Search with Scott Barnes for Little
Gull at South Amboy, arguably the
most reliable place in the state to find
this rare visitor. South Amboy also
offers a good variety of waterfowl on
Raritan Bay, in woods, and freshwa-
ter marsh in a convenient small
space. Meet at 8:45 A.M.
Sunday, April 22
Linda Mack will guide you at Sandy
Hook in search of spring passerine
migrants and northbound raptors
and seabirds. Meet at 8:45 A.M.
Saturday, April 28
Atlantic County Park with Lloyd
Shaw, for resident and migrant
passerines. Meet at 7:30 A.M.
Saturday and Sunday,
April 28 and 29
Pete’s annual Belleplain SF/Brigan-
tine-Forsythe NWR excursion south to
meet spring birds. Meet at 8:15 A.M.
(See highlight box below.)
Sunday, April 29
Sandy Hook with Scott for warblers
and other spring migrants.
Meet at 8:15 A.M.
Saturday, May 5
Pete’s annual first Saturday in May
trip to Garret Mountain for lots of
warblers and arriving passerines. Rob

Fanning, Carole Hughes and Patrick
Belardo will be along to lend a hand.
Meet at 8:15 A.M.
Sunday , May 6
The Natural History of the Pine Barrens
with Rick Radis; trip 1. Visit the
pygmy forest of the East Plains for
spring wildflowers and botany, fire
ecology, herps, nesting birds, a little
geology and history, and a lot more.
Meet in Warren Grove at 9:00 A.M.
Sunday, May 6
The Allendale Celery Farm with local
expert Rob Fanning for spring
specialties and other surprises.
Meet at 8:15 A.M.
Thursday, May 10
Garret Mountain at the prime time
for warblers and arriving spring
migrants; with Scott Barnes.
Meet at 8:15 A.M.
Saturday, May 12
World Series of Birding Century Run
with Scott Barnes, Linda Mack, and
associate naturalists. Registration
required. (See Special Events.)
Tuesday, May 15
Sandy Hook birding guru Tom Boyle
will do his thing on The Hook to find
lots of arriving warblers and passe-
rines. Meet at 7:00 A.M.
Thursday, May 17
Scott returns to Garret Mountain for
spring migration at one of New
Jersey’s (the East Coast’s) premier
migrant traps. Meet at 8:15 A.M.
Saturday, May 19
Scott birds Sandy Hook in search of
Mourning Warbler, Olive-sided
Flycatcher, Gray-cheeked Thrush, and
much more. Meet at 8:15 A.M.

Sunday, May 20
Join Linda Mack for a great day of
exciting birding in search of late
migrants and Sandy Hook specialties.
Meet at 8:15 A.M.
Wednesday, May 23
A weekday birding adventure at
Sandy Hook with Scott for late
season migrants and other surprises.
Meet at 8:15 A.M.
Saturday, May 26
Join Pete at Old Mine Road for
passerine nesters including Cerulean,
and Yellow-throated Warblers,
migrants, and local specialties; and
perhaps a Black Bear or Bobcat.
Meet at 8:15 A.M.
Sunday, May 27
Carole Hughes on her annual birding
adventure to High Point SP and
Stokes SF for excellent nesting
species and late migrants.
Meet at 7:00 A.M.
Wednesday, May 30
Old Mine Road with Pete Bacinski for
passerines and spring migrants. Call
for meeting time.

HALF DAY FRIDAY BIRDING
Fridays,
April 20, 27, May 4, 11, and 25
Join Scott Barnes for a three-hour
field trip exploring Sandy Hook for
migrants including waders, raptors,
gulls, terns, and songbirds at one of
the best spring birding destinations
in the state.  Meet at Guardian Park
at 8:30 A.M.
Cost: $10 members,

$15 nonmembers.

BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS WITH
PATRICK BELARDO
Sunday, April 22
9:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.
If you are new to birding, this is the
bird walk for you. Join Patrick as he
introduces you to the fundamentals
of bird identification while visiting
the diverse habitats of Sandy Hook.
Bring binoculars and wear appropri-
ate clothing for the weather. Meet at
the Bayberry (B) lot. Free to the
public, but please preregister by
calling 609.861.0700x11.

BELLEPLAIN STATE FOREST/BRIGANTINE WEEKEND
Saturday, April 28 and Sunday, April 29

Join us for one of Pete Bacinski's favorite trips, a two-day adventure in Cape
May County on Saturday, and at Brigantine-Forsythe NWR on Sunday,
greeting spring as it meanders northward. Come for both days or come for
just one.  Saturday for birding at Belleplain State Forest and Jakes Landing, or
just for Sunday, with a day at Forsythe (Brigantine) NWR. Belleplain SF is an
exceptional location for early migrants and residents and provides a very
rewarding experience.  This is an excellent time to view early returning
passerine migrants and nesters. Expected birds include Summer Tanager,
Yellow-breasted Chat, Prothonotary, Yellow-throated, and Hooded Warblers
and, if we're lucky, Kentucky Warbler or another rarity.  Sunday at Brig will
feature great shorebirds in breeding plumage, passerine arrivals, raptors, and
perhaps a surprise. The refuge is beautiful at this season.  Call if you would
like a motel recommendation.
The leaders will be Pete Bacinski and Karen Johnson (local Belleplain expert).
Cost: both days, $50 members and $60 nonmembers;

one day, $30 members and $35 nonmembers.
Meet at 8:15 A.M. Saturday and 8:45 A.M. Sunday.

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all
NJ Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).
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Sandy Hook / All Things Birds Programs
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance

Saturday, March 3 ............... Hunterdon, Warren Reservoir Bird Run
Saturday, March 10............. Coastal Ocean County birding hotspots
Saturday, March 17............. Pedricktown, Mannington and Featherbed
Saturday, March 24............. Salem County Birding
Saturday, March 31............. Sandy Hook for Early Spring Arrivals

and Winter Birds
Saturday, March 31............. Pete Bacinski’s Colonial Waterbirds Program
Saturday, April 7 .................. Merrill Creek, Spruce Run, and Round Valley

Reservoirs
Saturday, April 7 .................. Brigantine’s Migrating Waterfowl
Saturday, April 7 .................. Pete Bacinski’s Comprehensive Warbler ID

Workshop
Saturday, April 14................ Migration Watch at Sandy Hook
Sunday, April 15 .................. The Hook for Great Birds
Friday, April 20 .................... Half-Day Birding at Sandy Hook
Saturday, April 21................ First of Season Trips to Garret Mountain
Saturday, April 21................ South Amboy for Little Gull and Waterfowl
Sunday, April 22 .................. Sandy Hook for Early Passerines and Raptors
Sunday, April 22 .................. Beginning Birders Sandy Hook Walk (Free)
Friday, April 27 .................... Half-Day Birding at Sandy Hook
Saturday, April 28................ Atlantic County Park
Sat & Sun, April 28-29 ......... Pete's Annual Belleplain/Brig Trip
Sunday, April 29 .................. Sandy Hook for Warblers and Early Arrivals
Friday, May 4 ...................... Half-Day Birding at Sandy Hook
Saturday, May 5 .................. Annual Garret Mountain Birding Extravaganza
Sunday, May 6 .................... Natural History of the Pine Barrens Trip
Sunday, May 6 .................... Allendale Celery Farm
Thursday, May 10 ............... Garret Mountain for Great Warblers
Friday, May 11 .................... Half-Day Birding at Sandy Hook
Saturday, May 12 ................ WSB Century Run (Must register)
Tuesday, May 15 ................. The Hook for Great Birds
Thursday, May 17 ............... Garret Mountain for Difficult Warblers
Saturday, May 19 ................ Sandy Hook’s Special Birds
Saturday, May 19 ................ Pete Bacinski's Spring Shorebird ID Workshop
Sunday, May 20 .................. Sandy Hook for Great Spring Birding
Wednesday, May 23 ........... Late Season Birds at The Hook
Friday, May 25 .................... Half-Day Birding at Sandy Hook
Saturday, May 26 ................ Old Mine Road Trip
Sunday, May 27 .................. High Point SP and Stokes for Nesters
Wednesday, May 30 ........... Old Mine Road Trip

SPECIAL EVENTS
Saturday and Sunday,
April 28 and 29
Pete’s annual Belleplain SF/Brig NWR
weekend; drive south to meet spring.
(See highlight box on previous
page.)
Weekday Trips:
May 10, 15, 17, 23, and 30
Weekday field trips during May
featuring expert leadership. This is
the best time of year to see our
passerine migrants in their best attire
at the peak of spring migration with
Garret Mountain and Sandy Hook
two of the most renowned locations
to experience spring passerine
migration. (See highlight box on next
page.)

PETE BACINSKI’S
BIRDING AND NATURAL
HISTORY WORKSHOPS
Saturday, March 31
2:30 P.M.
“Colonial Waterbirds, Our
Coastal Gems”
At the firehouse on Sandy Hook.
A look at New Jersey’s colonial
nesting herons, egrets, terns, and
gulls; featuring images taken by
some of America’s best nature
photographers. Get acquainted with
this marvelous group of birds in their
finest breeding attire, and learn
about their way of life.
Saturday, April 7
1:00 P.M.
“Spring Warbler Identification
Workshop”
At the firehouse on Sandy Hook.
View and discuss identification of
New Jersey’s 35 species of annual-
occurring warblers in their breeding
plumages in this comprehensive
workshop. All aspects of identifica-
tion will be covered. An excellent
handout on warbler songs will be
provided.
Saturday, May 19
2:30 P.M.
“Spring Shorebirds”
An ID Workshop held at the fire-
house on Sandy Hook. A comprehen-
sive program and discussion on
shorebirds will be given covering all
aspects of identification of shorebirds
expected in NJ during migration. The
best locations to view shorebirds will
be discussed as well as shorebird
calls.

Workshops are $20 for members and
$25 for nonmembers. Attend all
three workshops for $50 members
and $65 nonmembers. A $5 discount
is offered if you attend the Sandy
Hook for Early Spring Arrivals
and Winter Birds field trip on Sandy
Hook on March 31 and the Sandy
Hook’s Special Birds on May 19 (both
trips precede the workshops on the
same dates.

WORLD SERIES OF BIRDING
Saturday, May 12
The 29th annual World Series of
Birding: Come and help us celebrate
this event and support our efforts by
participating in one of the following
ways:
First: Get out into the field with
Scott Barnes, bird program director,
and Linda Mack plus other associate
naturalists, for a day of intensive
birding on the Sandy Hook Century
Run. Participate in the annual World
Series of Birding, Sandy Hook-style!

Continued
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Spend the day scouring “The Hook”
for those elusive passerines, unusual
shorebirds, and lingering ducks and
raptors. All proceeds benefit the “All
Things Birds” program. You will
caravan in the comfort of your own
car or that of another friendly birder.
If you cannot participate, please
consider pledging toward the final
total or giving a flat sum. Bring food,
beverages, weather-appropriate
clothing, sturdy shoes, insect repel-
lent, binoculars, and spotting scopes.
Preregistration is required. Meet at
the Bayberry (B) parking lot at 5:30
A.M. for early-risers or at 8:30 A.M. at K
lot for late sleepers.
Cost: $1 or more per bird seen or
heard during the day. (Expect
approximately 120 species to be
recorded.)
Second: Support the Sandy Hook /
All Things Birds team, consisting of
bird program director Pete Bacinski
participating in his 29th WSB (that’s
all of them folks); John, “the Stabiliz-
ing Force” Holinka; south Jersey
birding machine Lloyd Shaw and
extraordinary naturalist Rick Radis in
their pursuit of a record-setting
Ocean County run. Pledge a dona-
tion per bird toward their final total
or a fixed amount. The team expects
to record about 130 species.
Third: Get out there and do your
own Big Day or Big Stay alone and
pledge yourself, or with a team and
enlist pledges from friends and
relatives, to support “All Things
Birds.” You are the captain and
design your own strategic plan.
For information: please contact the
Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanctu-
ary at 908.766.5787 or email
scherman-hoffman@njaudubon.org.

THE SANDY HOOK
PIPER

Thanks to:
Bill Hogelin and Anne Galli for their
amazing repairs and painting at the
former Sandy Hook Bird Observatory
(SHBO); to our excellent weekend
volunteers: Bob Lisiesky for repairs
and special projects; Christine Allen,
Helena Bauernschmitt, Mike
Blasenheim, Colette Buchanan, Teri
Catalano, Sandra Escala, Donna
Juettner, Joann and Tony Lambiase,
Donna Schulman, Jolanta Simonelli,

John McCarthy and Linda Stehlik,
Janet Stadelmeier, Susanna Treesh,
and Elsie Zecchino; Irwin Lentchner
for his great efforts with Inventory
and POS as well as volunteer coordi-
nation; Sharon Lentchner and Linda
Mack for their bookstore efforts;
Bonnie Strand for maintaining the
website, field trip directions and
many other special projects; our
wonderful weekday volunteers: Trina
Anderson, Kathy Covington, Carol
Coyne, Georgia Dempster, Mitch
Dormont, Anne Galli, Bill Hogelin,
Kevin Keating, Irwin and Sharon
Lentchner, Bob Lisiesky, Judy Oakley,
Dona Radey, David Royce, Andria
Schanzer, Bonnie Strand, and Tom
Tarlach; to our superb associate
naturalists: Patrick Belardo, Tom
Boyle, Michael Britt, Terry
Carruthers, Brian Clough, Rob
Fanning, David Harrison, Carole
Hughes, Karen Johnson, Andrew
Spears and Ken Witkowski; to Ron
Blandon and David Rosenblatt for
their excellent efforts filling in as
volunteers; Anne Galli and Dona
Radey for publicity and special
projects; to Tom Boyle, Mike
Mandracchia, Corinne Errico, David
Blinder, Kevin Keating, Howard Eskin,
Trina Anderson, Richard Wolfort, and
Norann Hein for photographic image
donations; to Kevin Keating for
special projects and problem solving;
Linda Mack for all her efforts on
behalf of SHBO; Elsie Zecchino for
research help with Pete’s HEP Grant;
to Linda Han for her assistance with
writing the HEP Grant; to Lyda Spear
and Kathleen Mistretta for home
office assistance; to Jim O’Malley for
IT assistance; to Norann Hein for
computer tech support and book-

WEEKDAY MAY FIELD TRIPS
Sandy Hook / All Things Birds is endeavoring to run several weekday field
trips during May featuring expert leadership.  This is the best time of year
to see our passerine migrants in their best attire at the peak of spring
migration with Garret Mountain and Sandy Hook two of the most re-
nowned locations to experience spring passerine migration.
Here are our offerings:
Thursday, May 10: Garret Mountain Reservation with Scott Barnes
Tuesday, May 15: Sandy Hook with Tom Boyle
Thursday, May 17: Garret Mountain Reservation with Scott Barnes
Wednesday, May 23: Sandy Hook with Scott Barnes
Wednesday, May 30: Old Mine Road with Pete Bacinski
Cost: $15 for members and $20 for nonmembers.  Sign up for all five for
$60 for members.  Preregistration required.  See field trip descriptions.

store help; to Denis Cleary and Brian
Moscatello for bookstore support; to
Melissa Craddock for help with
inventory; to Laurie Larson for all her
efforts in the name of Jersey birding;
Tom Brown for his excellent banding
project at the Hook and to Trina
Anderson for helping with the
project; to our associate naturalists
and Kevin Bolton, Kevin Browne,
Hugh Carola, Ray Duffy, Billy
Kaselow, Ivan Kossak, Mike
Newhouse and Chris Takacs for their
efforts leading on the Meadowlands
Festival; to Lisa Ryan for her tireless
efforts working on the festival; to
Trina Anderson, Sharon Lentchner
and Bonnie Strand for helping with
inventory: donation of material for
SHBO repairs by Anne Galli and Joe
Carragher; the Navesink Garden
Club for their great efforts with the
garden.

Introducing
NJ Audubon eBird!

New Jersey Audubon is pleased
to announce the launch of our new
NJ Audubon eBird regional portal.
The site will give birders access to
news and information about current
events in New Jersey birding, feature
articles, bird identification tips, rare
bird alerts, avian citizen science
programs to participate in, and bird
programming opportunities through
NJ Audubon.

For centuries, people have been
keeping track of bird sightings in
various ways, often through personal
field notes or software that can
disappear over time. Through eBird,
this critical information is both secure

Continued
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and available to conservation biolo-
gists, land managers, educators, and
other birders immediately. If you’re
interested in the status and distribu-
tion of New Jersey’s birds, want to
explore data on particular species,
learn about migration timing, or
keep track of your personal sightings,
then NJ Audubon eBird is for you!

The eBird portal is free and can be
used by beginners and experts alike.
You can start today by entering your
latest observations, exploring inter-
active mapping tools, or viewing
arrival/departure dates and high
counts. You can make the NJ eBird
page your home page and enter
sightings just like you have done
from the eBird website. We hope
you’ll consider bookmarking the New
Jersey Audubon eBird regional portal
and enter your sightings through it.
Start today by visiting:
http://ebird.org/content/nj

– Scott Barnes
Bird Program Director, Central Region

New Jersey Audubon
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Spring 2012 Programs

EVERY DAY AT
SCHERMAN-HOFFMAN
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Visitor center and bookstore are
open Tuesday to Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
to 5:00 P.M., and Sunday, noon to
5:00 P.M. Trails are open seven days,
dawn to 5:00 P.M. (park in the
Scherman lot on Hardscrabble Road if
visiting Mondays or before 9:00 A.M.
other days).
VISIT the Hoffman Center for
Conservation and Environmental
Education.
DISCOVER our Nature Store. We are
the area’s best source for binoculars,
spotting scopes, birdseed, feeders,
field guides, natural history books,
and nature gifts.
OBSERVE our state-of-the-art bird-
feeding station.
EXPLORE our three miles of trails
which meander through forest and
fields and along the headwaters of

the Passaic River. The sanctuary is
contiguous to Morristown National
Historic Park and the Cross Estate.
LEARN from our educational materi-
als, exhibits, and expert naturalists.
In addition to the programs and field
trips listed below, we offer group
programs and tours for schools,
scouts, clubs, and other organiza-
tions by reservation at least two
weeks ahead. We also offer a wide
variety of lectures and slide programs
for club meetings and special events.
Please call for more information and
the fee schedule for these programs.

Whether you register for programs
by mail or phone, please provide the
following information: your name,
address, phone, and e-mail; dates
and titles of program(s) you are
registering for; name and phone of
an emergency contact, and whether
you will get instructions from the
website or will need them mailed.

Program Registration Informa-
tion: Checks should be made pay-
able to NJ Audubon and sent to 11
Hardscrabble Road, Bernardsville, NJ
07924, or brought to the Hoffman
center during open hours. Indicate
which program(s) you are registering
for, and please be sure to include your
name, address, and phone number in
case we need to contact you. It is also
possible to register by phoning us
during office hours; please have your
credit card ready. Prepaid registration
ensures a place and is required for all
trips. Walk-ins are possible for in-
house programs at the Hoffman
center if not full. No refunds except in
case of cancellation by us. No cancel-
lation for bad weather unless specifi-
cally stated.

Sanctuary Staff:
Mike Anderson, Sanctuary Director
Denis Cleary, Nature Store Manager
Norann Hein, Nature Store Assistant
Dorothy Smullen, Teacher-Naturalist
Stephanie Punnet, Teacher-Naturalist

Executive Offices and Conservation Department Staff:
Tom Gilmore, President and CEO
Eric Stiles, Chief Operating Officer
Joyce Fajnor, Executive Assistant
Kelly Mooij, Director of Government Relations (Trenton)
Maeghan Brass, Conservation Advocate (Trenton)

Research Department Staff:
Catherine Nellie Tsipoura, Director of Citizen Science

Associate Naturalists:

March through May

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 Programs and Events

Ben Barkley, Patrick Belardo, Kevin Bolton,
Rich Borzelli, Bill Boyle, Dennis Briede, Joseph Burgiel,

Steve and Linda Byland, Brian Clough,
Dave DesRochers, Jackie Dickert, Rob Fanning,

Jim Gilbert, Dave Hall, Tom Halliwell, Dave Harrison,
Holly Hoffman, Carole Hughes, Roger Johnson,

Henry Kielbock, Carol Knapp, John Knapp,
Randy Little, Bruce McWhorter, Mitch Morrison,

Mike Newlon, Rick Radis, Lloyd Shaw,
Ken Witkowski, Philip and Becky Witt.

Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanctuary
Home of the Hoffman Center for Conservation and Environmental Education
11 Hardscrabble Road, Bernardsville, NJ 07924
Phone: 908.766.5787 / Fax: 908.766.7775
Website: http://sh.njaudubon.org

HOURS: Tuesday to Saturday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. / Sunday, noon to 5:00 P.M. / Closed Mondays
CLOSINGS: Sunday, April 8, for Easter.

Continued

HOFFMAN CENTER CLOSED
Sunday, April 8, for Easter.
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Tips and guidelines for all field
trips: We target the best sites for
natural history of the season and
invite birders/naturalists at all levels.
Trips go in any weather. See the
individual trip descriptions for
hoped-for highlights. Preregistration
is required, so that we can notify
participants of last-minute changes
in time or meeting place. Trips begin
at the sites promptly at the specified
time, and normally travel by car-
caravan to other nearby locations.

For directions go to http://
www.njaudubon.org/SectionCenters/
SectionScherman/FieldTripDirections/
SpringFieldTripDirections.aspx, or
directions can be mailed on request.
Bring lunch, water, binoculars, sun-
screen, extra layers of clothes, and
wear shoes that could get a little
muddy. Leaders will have scopes; feel
free to bring your own. Focused
children accompanied by an adult are
welcome.

Visit http://www.njaudubon.org/
Travel/Dosanddonts.aspx for more
tips on how to prepare for and enjoy
field trips.

Continued

WAYRICK WILDLIFE
ART GALLERY

March through May

The Nature Photography of
Bruce H. Morrison

We are pleased to welcome
renowned nature photographer
Bruce H. Morrison for his premier

CELEBRATE YOUR
BIRTHDAY

AT SCHERMAN-HOFFMAN
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Would your child like a nature-
themed birthday celebration with
an educational lesson led by an
experienced naturalist? If so, you
may want to contact the sanctuary
to find out about program offer-
ings. Our beautiful new learning
center can be rented for 2½ hours
to hold your child’s party. We
provide a one-hour lesson on a
seasonally appropriate topic of
your choice such as Reptiles and
Amphibians, Feathered Friends,
and Happy Habitats. The party
rate for up to 15 children is $250,
which includes the use of our
adjacent kitchenette, tables,
chairs, and trash receptacles. If
you are interested in having your
party at the sanctuary, please call
908.766.5787 x23 for details.

Become an NJ Audubon member and enjoy discounts on tours, events, and
field trips at all NJ Audubon centers. Members also get a 10% discount at our
Nature Stores (greater discount on optics).

FREE SPRING LECTURE SERIES
Suitable for ages 10 to adult.

exhibit in the Isobel Wayrick Wildlife
Gallery for Spring 2012.

In 1971 Bruce H. Morrison started
a career in the financial services
industry. As a balance to the rigors of
the industry he continued his long-
time interests in hiking and bird
watching. Often on weekends he
explored the natural areas around his
native state of New Jersey. During
one birding trip, he brought along a
camera and began photographing
many of the sites that he saw. The
camera soon became a constant
companion on these nature adven-
tures. Eventually his vacations
centered on visits to national parks
and wildlife refuges where he photo-
graphed the natural wonders found
at these locations.

In 1990 he decided it was time for
a change and entered the University

BIRDSEED SALE DAYS
Saturday, March 10
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Orders are due
by Saturday, February 25
Saturday, June 9
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Orders are due
by Saturday, May 26.

BACKYARD BIRDS THROUGH
THE SEASONS
Wednesday, March 7
7:00 to 8:00 P.M.
Can you recognize all the birds that
visit your backyard? This illustrated
program will give you tips on
identification as well as cover most
of the common backyard birds.
Perfect for beginning birder families,
the program will also cover how to
use binoculars. Preregistration
required.
Cost: FREE.

COMMON BUTTERFLIES AND
DRAGONFLIES
Wednesday, April 4
7:00 to 8:00 P.M.
Join naturalist Dorothy Smullen for
an illustrated program on some of
the common butterflies, moths, and
dragonflies of our area. Learn about
their interesting life cycles and some
of the species that migrate. Hand-
outs and take home crafts for
children will be available. Preregis-
tration required.
Cost: FREE.

KNOW THE BEAR FACTS
Wednesday, April 11
7:00 to 8:00 P.M.
Michelle Smith of the New Jersey

Division of Fish and Wildlife will
present Know the Bear Facts, an
educational program on the Black
Bear in New Jersey. Learn about the
natural history and biology of the
Garden State’s largest land mam-
mal, as well as about Black Bear
research. Black Bears are found
statewide, including here at
Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanctu-
ary. The program also provides
practical information about coexist-
ing with bears and tips on how to
react if a black bear is encountered.
Preregistration required by April 7,
minimum of 40 participants re-
quired.
Cost: FREE.

HOW TO USE WILDFLOWER
FIELD GUIDES
Wednesday, May 2
7:00 to 8:00 P.M.
View common spring wildflowers
and learn to identify them accord-
ing to various field guides. Bring
your favorite guide along and
review the terms of leaf and flower
types. Learn how to use the keys in
Newcomb Field Guides. Designed
for wildflower enthusiasts of all
ages. Preregistration required.
Cost: FREE.

http://www.njaudubon.org/SectionCenters/SectionScherman/FieldTripDirections/SpringFieldTripDirections.aspx
http://www.njaudubon.org/Travel/Dosanddonts.aspx
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Continued

NEW!
TEACHER-NATURALIST
TRAINING PROGRAM
Tuesdays, March 13 to April 17
9:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.
Do you enjoy the outdoors? Would
you like to be involved in environ-
mental education and stewardship?
We are offering the opportunity to
join our environmental education
team as a contract teacher-naturalist.
As a teacher-naturalist, you would
teach environmental education
programs in an outdoor setting to
school groups and other children’s
groups. You will have the chance to
share your enthusiasm and knowl-
edge of the natural world with
others, and have the rewards of
watching children learn about the
natural world all around them.

Our training program begins
Tuesday, March 13 and meets every
Tuesday morning, 9:30 A.M. to 12:30
P.M., until April 17. Once you satisfac-
torily complete the program, you will
join our staff of contract teacher-
naturalists, a paid position. Preregis-
tration is required by March 8.
Cost: FREE.

THE EAGLES OF MERRILL CREEK
Saturday, March 17
10:00 to 11:00 A.M.
Join Jane Bullis, Merrill Creek natural-

ist, as she tells the saga of the nesting
Bald Eagles of Merrill Creek Reservoir.
The eagles arrived at the reservoir in
1997, and were at the time one of
only two pairs of nesting Bald Eagles
in the northern half of the state. The
pair and their offspring have been
carefully observed by the naturalists
over the years, tracking their nesting
cycle. Learn about the first satellite
monitoring efforts of the most recent
chicks to hatch at the reservoir.
Preregister by March 14.
Cost: FREE.

AN EVENING WITH THE FROGS
Friday, March 30
7:00 to 8:30 P.M.
Come for a night adventure to the
world of amphibians! We’ll start with
a short slide presentation of the frogs
of the sanctuary, then we’ll head out
with flashlights, buckets, and nets to
the vernal pools and frog ponds. This
season’s highlight is Wood Frogs, but
we’ll listen and look for anything that
hops, crawls, or swims! Due to the
sensitivity of the habitat, program is
limited to 15 people. Preregistration
required by March 29.
Cost: $5 for members,

$7 for nonmembers.

LITTLE NATURALISTS
Thursdays, April 5 to May 31
9:30 to 10:30 A.M.
Bring your little naturalist for a nature-
based program featuring a story, a
mini-hike, outdoor activity, and a
craft. Each class will focus on an
aspect of the natural world, and the
story and activity will highlight the
theme. For children ages 2 to 4 and
their parent or caregiver. Adult
participation required.
Preregistration required.
Cost: $5 per child members,

$7 per child nonmembers.

HATHA YOGA
Thursdays, April 19 to June 21
9:30 to 10:30 A.M.
Or 6:30 to 7:30 P.M.
Join Yoga teacher Diane Ernst for
morning or evening yoga class every
Thursday. Relax and unwind as you
flow through a series of yoga postures
in a beautiful setting and experience
the wonderful benefits of Hatha Yoga.
Yoga fosters a sense of inner peace
while improving flexibility & strength.
Learn useful tools to help create your
own practice. All levels welcome.
Please bring a mat. Classes will be
conducted indoors and in the beauti-
ful outdoors of our sanctuary,
weather permitting.
Cost: $150 members, 10-week

morning or evening session;
$170 nonmembers, 10-week

morning or evening session;
$20 per individual class,

members and nonmembers.

of Montana to pursue a master’s
degree in environmental studies.
After receiving his degree, Bruce
followed his passion for nature
photography. Along with David
Middletown he co-authored a book,
A Photographer’s Guide to the Coast of
Maine, published by Countryman’s
Press. A diverse group of organiza-
tions have published his images
including NJ Audubon, National
Geographic Society, Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation, Greater Yellowstone
Foundation, John Wiley Press, Inter-
national Wildlife Film Festival, The
Missoulian, and Golden Turtle Press.
He has published his own calendars
and note cards. His prints adorn the
walls of individual and corporate
collections in more than twenty
states. He lives in New Jersey and
continues to photograph the aston-
ishing elements of nature.

PROGRAMS AT
SCHERMAN-HOFFMAN

NEW!
FREE SATURDAY FAMILY FUN
PROGRAMS AT
SCHERMAN-HOFFMAN
Saturdays, March 24, April 7,
21, May 5, 19, June 2, and 16
2:00 to 3:00 P.M.
Bring your family to Scherman-
Hoffman for a fun-filled hour
exploring with our naturalists our
habitats and the animals and
plants that live here.
Cost: FREE.
March 24: Bluebird Day – We’ll
learn about the bluebird, then
clean out the sanctuary’s bluebird
nestboxes for the spring arrivals.
April 7: Spring Wildflowers –
We’ll walk the trails to search for
the first wildflowers of the season.
April 21: Forest – We’ll explore
the forest, looking under logs and
rocks for the animals that live here.
May 5: Frog Pond – The frog
pond is our man-made vernal pool
that has been naturally populated
by the local amphibians and
insects. We’ll look for frogs,
tadpoles, and aquatic insects.
May 19: Vernal Pools – These
man-made vernal pools are
located in a field, and have been
populated with the local herptiles
as well as insects. We’ll look for
frogs, tadpoles, insects, and we
might see the snake that lives
there.
June 2: River – We’ll head down
the trail to the Passaic River with
nets and buckets to look for
crayfish, aquatic insects, and
maybe we’ll see a brown water
snake.
June 16: Field – Explore the field
with nets and bug boxes to see
who lives there.
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Continued
Continued on page 5

Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanctuary
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance

February 25 ..... Birdseed Orders Due Pickup on March 10
February 25 ..... Digital Photography Workshop VI –

Creative Photography 1
March 3 ........... Merrill Creek, Spruce Run, and Round Valley
March 7 ........... Backyard Birds Through the Seasons
March 10 ......... Birdseed Sale Day
March 13 ......... Teacher-Naturalist Training Program
March 17 ......... The Eagles of Merrill Creek
March 17 ......... Beginning Birding Series
March 17 ......... Pedricktown, Mannington Marsh, and Featherbed Lane
March 17 ......... Free Nature Walk at Kittatinny Valley State Park
March 20 ......... Teacher-Naturalist Training Program
March 24 ......... Family Fun at Scherman-Hoffman: Bluebird Day
March 24 ......... Free Nature Walk at Kittatinny Valley State Park
March 24 ......... Digital Photography Workshop VII –

Creative Photography 2
March 24 ......... Youth Birding and Natural History Field Trip:

Meadowlands
March 27 ......... Teacher-Naturalist Training Program
March 30 ......... An Evening With The Frogs
April 3 .............. Teacher Naturalist Training Program
April 4 .............. Common Butterflies and Dragonflies
April 5 .............. Little Naturalists
April 7 .............. Family Fun at Scherman-Hoffman: Spring Wildflowers
April 7 .............. Merrill Creek, Spruce Run, and Round Valley
April 7 .............. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge (aka Brigantine)
April 8 .............. Center Closed for Easter
April 10 ............ Teacher-Naturalist Training Program
April 11 ............ Know the Bear Facts
April 12 ............ Little Naturalists
April 14 ............ Bins and Scopes For Birding
April 14 ............ Digital Photography Workshop VIII –

Black-and-White Photography
April 15 ............ Sandy Hook
April 15 ............ Early Registration Ends for Summer Camp
April 17 ............ Teacher-Naturalist Training Program
April 19 ............ Hatha Yoga
April 19 ............ Little Naturalists
April 21 ............ Family Fun at Scherman-Hoffman: Forest
April 21 ............ Free Nature Walk at Kittatinny Valley State Park
April 21 ............ Garret Mountain
April 21 ............ Beginning Birding Series
April 26 ............ Little Naturalists
April 26 ............ Hatha Yoga
April 27 ............ An Evening with the Frogs
April 28 ............ Free Nature Walk at Kittatinny Valley State Park
April 28 ............ Youth Birding and Natural History Field Trip:

Hyper Humus
April 27-29 ...... Field Trip to Bombay Hook NWR, DE
May 2 .............. How to Use Wildflowerr Field Guides
May 3 .............. Little Naturalists
May 3 .............. Hatha Yoga
May 5 .............. Family Fun at Scherman-Hoffman: Frog Pond
May 5 .............. Digital Photography Workshop IX – Bird Photography
May 5 .............. Beginning Birding Series

BINS AND SCOPES FOR BIRDING
Saturday, April 14
2:00 to 4:00 P.M.
Whether you’re new to birding and
want to buy your first binocular, or if
you are finally ready to upgrade your
present binocular, or if you want to
buy a spotting scope, the more you
know about optics, the happier and
more confident you’ll be with your
final purchase. In this workshop, store
manager Denis Cleary will briefly
review what the numbers and the
jargon mean, after which there will be
an extended period of hands-on
comparisons of the various binoculars
and spotting scopes we carry.
Cost: Free to members,

$5 nonmembers.

AN EVENING WITH THE FROGS
Friday, April 27
7:00 to 8:30 P.M.
Join us for a night adventure to the
world of amphibians! We’ll start with
a short slide presentation of the frogs
of the sanctuary, and then we’ll head
out with flashlights, buckets and nets
to the vernal pools and frog ponds.
This time of the season highlight is
Green Frogs, but we’ll listen and look
for anything that hops! Due to the
sensitivity of the habitat, program is
limited to 15 people.
Pre-registration required by April 26.
Cost: $5 for members,

$7 for nonmembers.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND
GARDENERS WORKSHOP
Hosted by National Wildlife
Federation
Tuesday, May 8
7:00 to 9:00 P.M.
Join fellow gardeners to learn about
the impacts of global warming and a
variety of solutions. This is a great
opportunity for you to meet other
like-minded individuals and to sup-
port efforts to decrease global warm-
ing impacts in your community! Learn
about the basic science of global
warming, the impacts of global
warming on individuals, their neigh-
bors, and their communities, and
solutions for mitigating the impacts of
global warming in people’s backyards
and communities. Program will be
held at the Scherman-Hoffman
Wildlife Sanctuary. Please preregister
at volunteermatch@nwf.org.
Cost: FREE.
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Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife Sanctuary
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance Continued

May 6 .............. Allendale Celery Farm
May 6 .............. Youth Birding and Natural History Field Trip:

Garret Mountain
May 6 .............. Natural History of the Pine Barrens Trip
May 8 .............. Climate Change and Gardeners Workshop
May 10 ............ Little Naturalists
May 10 ............ Hatha Yoga
May 12 ............ Word Series of Birding Scherman-Hoffman Century Runs
May 12 ............ Scherman-Hoffman and Great Swamp Century Run
May 12 ............ Scherman-Hoffman Barkley Family Big Stay
May 15 ............ Sandy Hook
May 17 ............ Little Naturalists
May 17 ............ Hatha Yoga
May 19 ............ Half-Day Field Trip for Farmland and Ridgeline Wildlife
May 19 ............ Family Fun at Scherman-Hoffman: Vernal Ponds
May 19 ............ Fairy Gardens
May 19 ............ Digital Photography Workshop Field Trip
May 19 ............ Free Nature Walk at Kittatinny Valley State Park
May 24 ............ Little Naturalists
May 24 ............ Hatha Yoga
May 26 ............ Birdseed Orders Due Pickup on June 9
May 26 ............ Free Nature Walk at Kittatinny Valley State Park
May 27 ............ High Point State Park and Stokes State Forest
May 31 ............ Little Naturalists
May 31 ............ Hatha Yoga
June 2 .............. Family Fun at Scherman-Hoffman: River
June 2 .............. Native Plant Sale
June 7 .............. Hatha Yoga
June 9 .............. Birdseed Sale Day
June 14 ............ Hatha Yoga
June 16 ............ Family Fun at Scherman-Hoffman: Field
June 21 ............ Hatha Yoga
June 24-29 ....... Ridge and Valley Walkers Overnight Camp, Session 1
June 25-29 ....... Habitat Adventures Summer Camp Grades 1-3
June 25-29 ....... Junior Naturalist Summer Camp Grades 4-6
July 2,3,5,6 ...... Our Green Planet Preschool Day Camp
July 9-13 .......... Wet & Wild Summer Camp Grades 1-3
July 9-13 .......... Wild Wetlands Summer Camp Grades 4-6
July 9-13 .......... Island Explorers Overnight Adventure Camp Grades 6-8
July 15-20 ........ Ridge and Valley Walkers Overnight Camp, Session 2
July 16-20 ........ Scutes, Scales, and Tails Summer Camp Grades 1-3
July 16-20 ........ Herptiles Summer Camp Grades 4-6
July 23-27 ........ Animal Kingdom Summer Camp Grades 1-3
July 23-27 ........ Fabulous Flyers Summer Camp Grades 4-6
July 23-27 ........ Island Explorers Overnight Adventure Camp Grades 6-8
July 30-Aug 3 ... Water, Water, Everywhere Summer Camp Grades 1-3
July 30-Aug 3 ... Watershed Address Summer Camp Grades 4-6
Aug 6-10 .......... Going Buggy Summer Camp Grades 1-3
Aug 6-10 .......... Incredible Insects Summer Camp Grades 4-6
Aug 13-17........ Natural Art Summer Camp Grades 1-3
Aug 13-17........ Art and Nature Summer Camp Grades 4-6
Aug 20-24........ Nature From The Ground Up Summer Camp Grades 1-3
Aug 20-24........ Earth Connection Summer Camp Grades 4-6
Aug 27-31........ Who Lives Here? Summer Camp Grades 1-3
Aug 27-31........ Budding Biologists Summer Camp Grades 4-6 Continued

FAIRY GARDENS
Saturday, May 19
10:00 to 11:30 A.M.
Enjoy a morning of fun in the world of
fairies! We’ll make fairy-sized gardens
filled with fairy decorations and
accessories made with natural materi-
als. You can make a flower fairy, too!
We’ll have ideas to get you started,
and then let your imagination do the
rest. Please bring your own 12- to
15-inch diameter basket or container
filled with potting soil, a glue gun if
you have one, and any fairy garden
accessories you would like to add to
your garden. We will supply the
plants, the natural materials, and
examples of fairy decorations to
make.
Preregistration required by May 16,
limited to 24 baskets.
Cost: $10 per basket for members,

$15 per basket for nonmembers.

DAY AND OVERNIGHT
SUMMER CAMPS

It’s time to register your children for
Summer Camp 2012!

Our nature camps connect children
with nature by exploring, discovering,
and enjoying forests, fields, ponds,
and streams. Choose from nature day
camps or overnight adventure camps.
Please check our website for more
information at http://
www.njaudubon.org/SectionCenters/
SectionScherman/SummerCamp.aspx
To register, please call 908.766.5787.

DAY CAMPS
Early Registration Discount

for Day Camps!

PRESCHOOL DAY CAMP
9:00 A.M. to noon.
Cost: $90 for the 4-day week until
April 15, $95 after April 15.

GRADE SCHOOL DAY CAMP
For children entering Grades 1
through 6, camp runs from 9:00 A.M.
to 4:00 P.M. daily.
Cost: $265 per week until April 15,

$280 per week after April 15.

Post-care will be offered weekly
until 5:30 P.M.!
Full week enrollment only: $60.

http://www.njaudubon.org/SectionCenters/SectionScherman/SummerCamp.aspx
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OVERNIGHT
ADVENTURE CAMPS

FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS
(entering grades 6, 7, and 8)

ISLAND EXPLORERS
Session I, July 9 to 13
Session II, July 23 to 27
Sedge Island is located in Barnegat
Bay off the tip of Island Beach State
Park. Activities will include dune,
marine, and salt marsh ecology,
kayaking, crabbing, clamming,
fishing, and birding. Meals, lodging,
and memories to last a lifetime!
Cost: $650.

RIDGE AND VALLEY WALKERS
Session I, June 24 to June 29
Session II, July 15 to July 20
The Appalachian Mountain Club’s
Mohican Outdoor Center is located
on the Appalachian Trail in the
Delaware Water Gap National Recre-
ation Area on top of the Kittatinny
Ridge. We will stay in Blueberry lodge,
a cabin with bunk rooms, full kitchen
and 3 bathrooms. We’ll swim, canoe,
and kayak every day at Catfish pond
and explore the area at Mohican
Center. We’ll travel by van to explore
Van Campen Glen, Crater Lake,
Tillman Ravine, Buttermilk Falls, Spray
Falls, and Minisink Island, Delaware
Water Gap. Special programs by NJ
Fish and Wildlife, and NJ Forest Fire
Service are possible. Meals, lodging,
and memories to last a lifetime!
Cost: $650.

SUMMER DAY CAMPS
PRESCHOOL DAY CAMP

This four-day-week camp offers
children age 4 to entering kindergar-
ten a morning filled with fun and
outdoor exploration, games, and
crafts.
Cost: $100.
OUR GREEN PLANET
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday
July 2, 3, 5, and 6
9:00 A.M. to noon
We’ll learn about our green planet as
we explore the fields, forest, and
wetlands of the sanctuary. There will
be time for stories, games, nature
treasure hunts, crafts, and songs to
make learning about animals and
plants great fun for your child.

DAY CAMPS
The following camps run Monday
through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00
P.M. daily. All camps include age-
appropriate crafts, games, and other
fun activities highlighting the organ-
isms we observe during our outdoor
adventures.
Cost: $280 per week.

Camps for Children
Entering Grades 1 to 3

HABITAT ADVENTURES
Monday through Friday,
June 25 to 29
We will explore the field, pond,
stream and forest habitats of the
sanctuary and learn who lives in
each. Children will learn about
nature through their own outdoor
discoveries.

WET AND WILD
Monday through Friday,
July 9 to 13
Prepare to get wet as we explore the
watery habitats of the sanctuary.
We’ll learn all about frogs, dragonfly
nymphs, crayfish, and other crea-
tures that live in the river and ponds.

SCUTES, SCALES, AND TAILS
Monday through Friday,
July 16 to 20
We will explore the fields, forest, and
ponds to search for the snakes, turtles,
salamanders, toads, frogs, and
tadpoles that call the sanctuary home.

ANIMAL KINGDOM
Monday through Friday,
July 23 to 27
Birds, butterflies, turtles, and
chipmunks...what do they all have in
common? They are all in the animal
kingdom. Each day we will investi-
gate a different animal group found
at the sanctuary.

WATER, WATER, EVERYWHERE
Monday through Friday,
July 30 to August 3
We’ll explore and learn about a
wetland habitat every day, and learn
about some of the unique properties
of water.

GOING BUGGY
Monday through Friday,
August 6 to 10
Get up close and personal with the
beautiful butterflies and other insects

of the sanctuary. We’ll learn what
makes an insect an insect and their
amazing life cycles.

NATURAL ART
Monday through Friday,
August 13 to 17
Art comes alive in nature. Campers
will bring out their inner artist as they
create crafts and drawings inspired
by the plants and animals we dis-
cover together at the sanctuary.

NATURE FROM THE GROUND UP
Monday through Friday,
August 20 to 24
When we explore nature, we usually
spend our time looking at flowers
and birds. This week campers will
explore what’s beneath their feet,
too. We’ll see how important the soil
is to the plants and animals we find
during our daily explorations.

WHO LIVES HERE?
Monday through Friday,
August 27 to 31
Campers will spend lots of time
looking under logs, using nets in the
field, and searching the river for the
animals and plants that live in each
of the habitats of the Sanctuary.

Camps for Children
Entering Grades 4 to 6

JUNIOR NATURALIST
Monday through Friday,
June 25 to 29
Campers will explore and discover
what is in the sanctuary with more
emphasis on classification and
identification. Morning hikes will be
in the forest, fields, and at the ponds.
Afternoon adventures will take place
along the Passaic River. Campers will
create journals as part of the NJ
Audubon Habitat Passport Program.

WILD WETLANDS
Monday through Friday,
July 9 to 13
Our daily adventures at the river,
pond, and other waterholes will
focus on the wildlife that lives there.
We will discover how plants and
animals survive in their watery world,
and why water is so important to
them. Continued
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HERPTILES
Monday through Friday,
July 16 to 20
Snakes, turtles, frogs, and more. We
will explore the forest, field, and
ponds to find reptiles and amphib-
ians, and learn about the amazing
adaptations of these herptiles.

FABULOUS FLYERS
Monday through Friday,
July 23 to 27
Learn to appreciate all the animals
that can fly – not just birds, but
insects and bats also. Explore the
properties of flight, gliding, and the
wonders of migration. Even some
seeds have “wings”!

WATERSHED ADDRESS
Monday through Friday,
July 30 to August 3
Campers will explore the world of
water, from wetland exploration to
cool water experiments. We will
learn what a watershed address is
and how important watershed
stewardship is to all of us.

INCREDIBLE INSECTS
Monday through Friday,
August 6 to 10
Discover and investigate in all
habitats of the sanctuary – the
largest group of animals on the earth
– the insects. Learn about their
importance, life cycles, and amazing
behaviors.

ART AND NATURE
Monday through Friday,
August 13 to 17
Campers will create a nature journal
to sketch and record their observa-
tions during our daily adventures
outside. Environmental artwork will
be created during the week as
students appreciate the beauty
around them.

EARTH CONNECTION
Monday through Friday,
August 20 to 24
Encourage your camper’s sense of
stewardship with this week’s activi-
ties. Campers will learn that not only
is it important to care for the Earth,
but it can be fun, too! We will explore
the sanctuary’s habitats to see who is
living there, and learn how we can
help conserve the land and its
resources.

BUDDING BIOLOGISTS
Monday through Friday,
August 27 to 31
Daily hikes will explore the many
habitats of the sanctuary, and activi-
ties will include searching for river
critters and learning to identify
sanctuary birds and their calls. Wildlife
conservation will be emphasized.

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOP SERIES

Workshops are led by
• Phil Witt

http://www.flickr.com/photos/philwitt/
• Dave DesRochers

http://www.desrochersphotography.com/
• Jackie Dickert

http://www.lightdance.org/
• Jim Gilbert

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jggilbert/
• Nick Palmieri

http://palmieri.photoshelter.com/
• Natalie Fleischacker

http://www.phusionphotography.com/index.html

All workshops are from 10:00 A.M. to
12:30 P.M., unless otherwise noted.

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOP VI –
Creative Photography 1
Saturday, February 25
10:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.
With Jacki Dickert. Workshop VI will
focus on creative nature photogra-
phy. We will delve into “the art of
seeing,” incorporating elements of
design into our images, awakening
the imagination, and using the
camera to its fullest to create special
effects. In addition, we will cover
some Photoshop effects and tech-
niques that will allow us to create
unique works of art from our photos.
Cost: $8 members, $15 nonmembers.

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOP VII –
Creative Photography 2
Saturday, March 24
10:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.
With Natalie Fleischacker.
Workshop VII will continue the
theme of the last workshop – making
the commonplace look unique
through composition and digital
editing. The workshop will further
explore HDR techniques, layer
masking, and blending modes.
Examples will include nature scenes
as well as cityscapes.
Cost: $8 members, $15 nonmembers.

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOP VIII –
Black-and-White Photography
Saturday, April 14
10:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.
With Nick Palmieri.
This workshop (VIII) will cover how
to take black-and-white photo-
graphs. The workshop will address
how to select color images to convert
to black-and-white, how to process
the color image to prepare for the
black-and-white conversion, and
how to make the black-and-white
conversion itself.
Cost: $8 members, $15 nonmembers.

FIELD TRIP TO BOMBAY HOOK
NWR, DELAWARE
Friday, April 27,
to Sunday, April 29 with Phil Witt/
Dave DesRochers
Phil and Dave, the workshop coordi-
nators, will lead a photographic field
trip to one of the East Coast’s top
birding locations – Bombay Hook
NWR in Delaware. The focus will be
on capturing the best images in the
field, ranging from birds to macro to
landscapes.
Price: TBA

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY WORK-
SHOP IX – Bird Photography
Saturday, May 5
10:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.
With Jim Gilbert. Workshop IX will
focus on bird photography. Birds
present special photographic chal-
lenges. Most are small, distant, and
rapidly moving much of the time.
This workshop will deal with both the
field craft needed to approach birds
closely enough to photograph, as
well as the technical aspects of lens
and camera setting selection. The
workshop will emphasize knowing
the habits of your subject.
Cost: $8 members, $15 nonmembers.

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOP FIELD TRIP AT
SCHERMAN-HOFFMAN
Saturday, May 19
7:00 A.M. to 10:00 A.M.
With Phil Witt and Dave DesRochers.
This workshop will focus on captur-
ing images in the field, including
composition, depth of field, lighting
– everything we have gone over in
the previous workshops. The work-

Continued
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shop will be a guided photography
walk on the grounds of Scherman-
Hoffman Sanctuary.
Cost: $8 members,

$15 nonmembers.

FIELD TRIPS
FREE NATURE WALKS
AT KITTATINNY VALLEY
STATE PARK
ANDOVER, SUSSEX COUNTY
Third and fourth Saturdays
of March, April, and May
March 17, 24, April 21 and 28
8:30 to about 11:30 A.M.
May 19 and 26
8:00 to about 11:30 A.M.
A truly wonderful destination with
highly skilled leaders, Tom Halliwell,
Joe Burgiel, or other NJ Audubon
naturalists. Cosponsored by NJ
Audubon and the Paulinskill Valley
Trail Committee. Meet in the parking
lot on the left at the south end of
Twin Lakes on Goodale Road,
Andover. This is about 0.5 miles east
of Route 206 (DeLorme 24, G-2;
Boyle p.44). Bring binoculars.

MERRILL CREEK, SPRUCE RUN,
AND ROUND VALLEY
Saturday, March 3
8:45 A.M. to early afternoon
Associate Naturalist Terry Carruthers
will visit western N.J. reservoirs
Merrill Creek, Spruce Run, and Round
Valley for late-winter specialties.
Cost: $15 members,

$20 nonmembers.

PEDRICKTOWN, MANNINGTON
MARSH, AND FEATHERBED LANE
Saturday, March 17
9:00 A.M. to mid afternoon
Join Associate Naturalist Lloyd Shaw
at Pedricktown, Mannington Marsh
and Featherbed Lane for early
migrants.
Cost: $15 members,

$20 nonmembers.

MERRILL CREEK, SPRUCE RUN,
AND ROUND VALLEY
Saturday, April 7
Bird at Merrill Creek, Round Valley,
and Spruce Run Reservoirs in search
of early spring arrivals, raptors, and
waterfowl with associate naturalist
Terry Carruthers.
Cost: $15 members,

$20 nonmembers.

FORSYTHE NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE (aka Brigantine)
Saturday, April 7
8:00 A.M. to midafternoon
Forsythe (Brigantine) NWR for early
spring migrants, raptors, and all
things spring with Lloyd Shaw.
Cost: $15 members,

$20 nonmembers.

SANDY HOOK
Sunday, April 15
7:00 A.M. to midafternoon
Visit Sandy Hook in the early morning
with associate naturalist Tom Boyle
to look for early spring migrants.
Cost: $15 members,

$20 nonmembers.

GARRET MOUNTAIN
Saturday, April 21
8:15 A.M. to midafternoon
Join associate naturalist Carole
Hughes for our first spring Garret
Mountain birding adventure for early
migrants.
Cost: $15 members,

$20 nonmembers.

ALLENDALE CELERY FARM
Sunday, May 6
8:15 A.M. to early afternoon
The Allendale Celery Farm with local
expert Rob Fanning at the peak of
spring migration.
Cost: $15 members

$20 nonmembers.

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE
PINE BARRENS WITH RICK RADIS
Sunday, May 6
Meet in Warren Grove at 9:00 A.M.
Trip 1. Visit the pygmy forest of the
East Plains for spring wildflowers and
botany, fire ecology, herps, nesting
birds, a little geology and history,
and a lot more.
Cost: $10 members,

$15 nonmembers.

SANDY HOOK
Tuesday, May 15
7:00 A.M. to midafternoon
Sandy Hook birding guru Tom Boyle
will do his thing on the Hook to
find lots of arriving warblers and
passerines.
Cost: $15 members,

$20 nonmembers.

HIGH POINT STATE PARK AND
STOKES STATE FOREST
Sunday, May 27
7:00 A.M. to midafternoon
Carole Hughes on her annual birding
adventure to High Point SP and
Stokes SF for breeding birds and
perhaps some late migrants.
Cost: $15 members,

$20 nonmembers.

BEGINNING BIRDING
SERIES

BEGINNING BIRDING FIELD
TRIPS – SCHERMAN-HOFFMAN
AND GREAT SWAMP
Saturday, March 17
Saturday, April 21
Saturday, May 5
9:00 A.M. to noonish
We’ll start out learning the distin-
guishing characteristics or “field
marks” of the abundant birds at the
sanctuary birdfeeding station and
then caravan to Pleasant Plains Road
in the Great Swamp National Wildlife
Refuge. Bring warm clothes for the
swamp portion of the trip. We have
loaner binoculars, field guides and
will have spotting scopes to share.
Cost: $8 members, $15 nonmembers
(can be applied to membership).

YOUTH BIRDING
YOUTH BIRDING AND NATURAL
HISTORY FIELD TRIPS
The youth field trips are for focused
individuals between the age of 11
and 16. All participants must pre-
register. Parents can join us (but the
trip is for the younger generation) or
drop off and pick up at pre-
determined location. All the trips are
free. Preregistration required.
Limit 15.

MEADOWLANDS
Saturday, March 24
8:00 A.M. to noon
For waterfowl, wading birds, gulls,
late winter and early migrants.

HYPER HUMUS
Saturday, April 28
8:00 A.M. to noon
For shorebirds, waders, marsh birds,
edge- and forest-dwelling species.

Continued
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GARRET MOUNTAIN
Sunday, May 6
8:00 A.M. to noon
Garret is arguably the most depend-
able place in northern New Jersey to
see (and hear) migrant songbirds
passing through New Jersey on their
way to breeding sites north of New
Jersey.

WORLD SERIES OF
BIRDING

SCHERMAN-HOFFMAN
CENTURY RUNS
Saturday, May 12
Once again, Scherman-Hoffman will
field teams for the World Series of
Birding. We invite you to join us for
the day or collect pledges to help
support the conservation, education
and research goals of NJ Audubon. To
register, see registration and pledge
forms elsewhere in this issue, call
908.766.5787, or stop by the
sanctuary.

SCHERMAN-HOFFMAN and
GREAT SWAMP CENTURY RUN
Saturday, May 12
7:00 A.M. to midafternoon
New Jersey Audubon board member,
author of For the Birds (a history of
the Cornel Lab of Ornithology), and
a master at recording bird songs for
the “Lab of Ornithology,” Randy
Little has been leading the sanctuary
and Great Swamp Century Run since
1988. As a leader, there is no better
guide than Randy to help learn the
intricacies of bird songs during

migration. With a special use permit
from the Great Swamp National
Wildlife Refuge, we will have access
to the off-limits management area of
the refuge. We’ve seen an aggregate
of 159 species over the last 24 years.
The average count is 82 species. Our
record (102) was set in 2002 by
Randy and co-leader Neil Collins.
Preregistration required. Limit 25.

SCHERMAN-HOFFMAN BARKLEY
FAMILY BIG STAY
Saturday, May 12
12:01 A.M. to 12:00 midnight
Ben, Ron, and Dan Barkley a.k.a. the
“Deckcissels” conducted the first
“Big Stay” on the rooftop observa-
tion deck of the Hoffman Center last
May and finished in first place for the
“Big Stay” category for the WSB
event with a total of 80 species.
Congrats to Ben and his team!
They’ll conduct a BIG STAY from the
observation deck again this year. Ben
will also make a special trip home
from Cornell University to captain
the team. Pledges to our BIG STAY
team will support education pro-
grams at the Hoffman Center.

Optics Experts. Wide Selection.
Great Price!

New Jersey Audubon

•  The Optics Experts of N.J.
Audubon understand binoculars
and spotting scopes, and they’ll
spend the time to make sure you
do, too.

• The Optics Experts of N.J. Audubon
will match you with the right
binocular or scope for your hands,
eyes, budget, and application.

• After you’ve made your decision,
the Optics Experts of N.J.
Audubon will check the optic
thoroughly to make sure it is in
good working order (the electron-
ics store guy will ring you up and
go on break).

• New Jersey Audubon stores carry
the best selection of quality optics
in New Jersey. We are authorized
dealers of Bushnell, Leica,
Leupold, Nikon, Steiner,
Swarovski, Swift, and Zeiss.

• Our prices are very competitive, but
more importantly, all the proceeds
from your optics purchase go to
support our conservation efforts
throughout the state.

The right optics
for you!

www.njaudubon.org

HALF-DAY FIELD TRIP FOR
FARMLAND AND RIDGELINE
WILDLIFE
Saturday, May 19
8:00 A.M. to noon
At DanaRay Farm, Frankford, Sussex
County, led by John Parke.
Bring your camera! DanaRay Farm
offers an opportunity to experience
New Jersey’s rural natural heritage
with great chances to see native
wildlife in a farm setting. Located at
the base of the Kittatinny Ridge in
scenic Sussex County, the bio-
dynamic DanaRay Farm will be our
meeting point for a leisurely half-mile
hike. We will walk along a relatively
flat ridgeline on the world-famous
Appalachian Trail to the Sunrise
Mountain overlook. No strollers,
please. The area offers excellent
woodland bird habitat and opportu-
nities to view resident Wild Turkey
and Pileated Woodpecker, as well as
numerous Neotropical migrants and
raptors. This area provides amazing
panoramic views of rural New Jersey,
and is also home to Black Bears,
Bobcats, and Porcupines as well as
various reptiles and amphibians.

Continued

NATIVE PLANT SALE
Saturday, June 2

What’s new…
No preorders from a catalog.
Plant list is posted at:
www.njaudubon.org/Education/
BackyardHabitat/Plantsforsale.html
Don’t surf the web? Call
908.766.5787 to request plant
sale list by mail.
What’s the same…
Wonderful native plants: wildflow-
ers, grasses, ferns, shrubs, and
small trees selected especially to
appeal to wildlife.
And, knowledgeable staff and
volunteers to help with plant
selection.

www.njaudubon.org/Education/BackyardHabitat/Plantsforsale.html
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Additionally, DanaRay Farm will have
for sale farm-fresh eggs and its locally
famous soaps, handcrafted on site
from the milk of their Alpine dairy
goats. (You can also purchase
DanaRay Goat’s Milk Soap at the
Scherman-Hoffman Nature Store).
For more information about the
DanaRay Farm see http://
www.danarayfarm.com The farm is
located at 349 Mattison Reservoir
Avenue, Branchville NJ 07826.
Parking is limited (8 cars) so you
must preregister with NJ Audubon by
calling the Scherman-Hoffman
Wildlife Sanctuary at 908.766.5787.
Cost: Free.
Note: there are no public restrooms
available at the farm.

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all
NJ Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).
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Spring 2012 Programs

Wattles Stewardship Center
1024 Anderson Road, Port Murray, NJ  07865
Phone: 908.837.9571 / Fax: 908.837.9569
www.njaudubon.org/conservation

HOURS: No public facilities.  Trails and parking area are open from sunrise to sunset.

March through May

Conservation and Research Department Staff:
Don Donnelley, Stewardship Project Director, Forester
Gylla MacGregor, Project Director – GIS
Kristin Mylecraine Munafo, Senior Research Scientist
John Parke, Stewardship Project Director, North Region

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 Programs and Events

Wattles Stewardship Center
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance

Saturday, May 19 ....................... Half-Day Field Trip for Farmland and
Ridgeline Wildlife

HALF-DAY FIELD TRIP FOR
FARMLAND AND RIDGELINE
WILDLIFE
Saturday, May 19
8:00 A.M. to noon
At DanaRay Farm, Frankford, Sussex
County, led by John Parke.
Bring your camera! DanaRay Farm
offers an opportunity to experience
New Jersey’s rural natural heritage
with great chances to see native
wildlife in a farm setting. Located at
the base of the Kittatinny Ridge in
scenic Sussex County, the bio-
dynamic DanaRay Farm will be our
meeting point for a leisurely half-mile
hike. We will walk along a relatively
flat ridgeline on the world-famous
Appalachian Trail to the Sunrise
Mountain overlook. No strollers,
please. The area offers excellent
woodland bird habitat and opportu-
nities to view resident Wild Turkey
and Pileated Woodpecker, as well as
numerous Neotropical migrants and
raptors. This area provides amazing
panoramic views of rural New Jersey,
and is also home to Black Bears,
Bobcats, and Porcupines as well as
various reptiles and amphibians.
Additionally, DanaRay Farm will have

for sale farm-fresh eggs and its locally
famous soaps, handcrafted on site
from the milk of their Alpine dairy
goats. (You can also purchase
DanaRay Goat’s Milk Soap at the
Scherman-Hoffman Nature Store).
For more information about the
DanaRay Farm see http://
www.danarayfarm.com The farm is
located at 349 Mattison Reservoir
Avenue, Branchville NJ 07826.
Parking is limited (8 cars) so you must
preregister with NJ Audubon by
calling the Scherman-Hoffman
Wildlife Sanctuary at 908.766.5787.
Cost: Free.
Note: there are no public restrooms
available at the farm.
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March through May

Weis Ecology Center
150 Snake Den Road, Ringwood, NJ  07456
Phone: 973.835.2160  /  Fax: 973.835.8986
E-mail: weis@njaudubon.org / Website: http://weis.njaudubon.org

HOURS: Friday through Sunday, 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
CLOSED: Monday through Thursday.

Staff:
Phaedra Demers, Sancturary Director, Teacher-Naturalist
Mike Gaeckle, Maintenance Supervisor
Environmental Educator - to be announced

Associate Naturalists:
Chuck & Margaret Blewett, Dr. Barbara Brummer,
Deb Davidson, Philip/Flip De Rea, Linda DiDonato,

Rob Fanning, Ray Fowlie, Madonna Hayes, Tom Heerema,
Laura Hoogstrate, David Hulmes, George Petty, Rick Radis,

Wendy Rhoads, Dr. Lance Risley, J.J. Rusher,
Suzanne Serafini, Mary Jo Sichak, Ellie Sroczynski, Eve Tomczak,
Rick Weiman, Don Weise, Bob Weismantel, and Ken Witkowski.

Weis “Quality Time”
Programs

for Kids and Families

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2012 Programs and Events

continued

Spring 2012 Programs

EVERY DAY AT THE
WEIS ECOLOGY CENTER

Friday through Sunday
9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

Hiking trails: Over 24 miles of
trails depart from the Weis Ecology
Center's private grounds and explore
adjacent Norvin Green State Forest
and the surrounding Highlands.
Birdfeeding station:  Visit our
observation deck to view our feeders,
which attract a wide variety of birds
including many late-winter residents
and spring arrivals.
Exhibits: Stop by our visitor center
to see our snakes, turtle, and other
seasonal displays.

Program Registration
Unless otherwise noted, all pro-
grams require preregistration and
payment in order to reserve your
place. Stop in to register in person,
or call 973.835.2160 to register
over the phone by credit card.
Programs are held rain or shine.
Directions (if applicable) will be sent
upon registration.  Refunds are
available only if we cancel the event
or another participant can fill the
place reserved for you.  Weis
Ecology Center also reserves the
right to limit participation in a
program where a participant poses
a safety risk to either themselves or
other participants.

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all NJ
Audubon centers. Members also get
a 10% discount at our Nature Stores
(greater discount on optics).

NJ Audubon Nature Store: Your
nearby natural resource for field
guides, birdfeeders and accessories,
children’s gift tiems, regional trail
maps, and more.

ALL-NATURAL EGG DYEING
Friday, April 6
10:00 A.M. to 11:30-ish
or 11:30-ish to 1:00 P.M.
Instead of buying dye at the store,
just open up your cupboards or
refrigerator! Learn how to dye your
eggs with common household foods
and items to make a unique color
palette. Join in the fun as we prepare
over 350 eggs for the hunt on
Saturday. Dyeing materials and
“practice” eggs provided – feel free
to bring your own hard-boiled eggs
to dye and take home!
Cost: $5 members, $8 nonmembers.

CAMOUFLAGED EGG HUNT
Saturday, April 7
2:00 P.M. start time
Old traditions – with a different
twist! Kids search the fields and
forests of Weis for naturally dyed
eggs in camouflaged colors: stone
gray, grass green, and leaf brown.
Every participant gets a small bag of
treats, plus there are special prizes

for lucky hunters who find the golden
eggs! Preregistration is very impor-
tant, as supplies are limited. Kids
hunt (rain or shine) in groups: ages 3
to 4, 5 to 7, and 8 to 10. BYO basket.
Limit: 40 per age group.
Cost: $5 per hunter.

NATURE DISCOVERY TIME:
Hikes for Preschoolers
Thursdays, April 19 and May 17
10:00 to 11:00 A.M.
Explore the wild wonders of Weis
with associate naturalist Margaret
Blewett. These short nature discovery
hikes and hands-on activities are
perfect for preschoolers ages 3 to 5.
Limit: 10.
Cost: $5 per child, adults are free.

VERNAL POOLS ALIVE!
For Families
Saturday, April 21
Friday, April 27
7:00 to 9:00 P.M.
Spring holds many surprises for the
curious family, and some of the most
exciting surprises are right in the
vernal pools of our backyards. What
is a vernal pool, you ask? Why, it’s a
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Continued

great place to observe various
species of frogs and salamanders
laying their eggs in the springtime.
We’ll put on hip-waders and boots to
count the various species of amphib-
ians (including egg masses, tadpoles,
larvae, and adults) such as Wood
Frogs and Spotted Salamanders. This
program is meant for adults and
children alike who are interested in
getting their hands dirty in amphib-
ian biology. Wear clothes to get dirty
and rubber boots if you have them.
Cost: $5 members, $8 nonmembers.

BIRDING BONANZA
Saturday, May 5
9:00 to 10:30 A.M.
As the weather warms, the birds
return to their summer stomping
grounds. But where have they been
and why are they back? Come learn
this and the basic skills needed to
help identify wild birds in the field or
at your feeders so your family too
can find joy in watching birds!
Cost: $5 members, $8 nonmembers.

MOTHERS’ DAY FAMILY HIKE
(Moms Hike Free!)
Sunday, May 13
11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
A moderately paced, 3-mile loop
hike. Take your mom to lunch – at
the top of a mountain! Weis associ-
ate naturalist Ellie Sroczynski will lead
moms and their families up to
Wyanokie High Point for a picnic
lunch with a 360-degree view of
spring’s return to Norvin Green State
Forest. Pack lunch and water, and
wear sturdy shoes. Recommended
for families with elementary-aged
kids and above. Limit: 20.
Cost (moms free with a paid registra-
tion): $5 members, $8 nonmembers;
family (parents and their children):
$15 members, $24 nonmembers.

BUGGIN’ OUT
Sunday, May 20
1:00 to 2:30 P.M.
Much-maligned and misunderstood,
insects make up most of the earth’s
critters. Learn about their adapta-
tions, importance, and go on the
hunt for these little creatures.
Cost: $5 members, $8 nonmembers.

SCOUT MERIT BADGE
SUNDAYS

Taught by a certified merit badge
counselor. With a little prepara-
tion, we should be able to complete
each merit badge in one after-
noon. These programs fill quickly!
Register early.

SOIL AND WATER
CONSERVATION
Sunday, April 15
1:00 to 5:00 P.M.
Soil and water are the fundamen-
tal elements of the world around
us. In this class, we will talk
about these elements’ importance
and the importance of their
conservation.

REPTILE AND AMPHIBIAN
STUDY
Sunday May 6
1:00 to 5:00 P.M.
With the help of our scaly resident
critters, we will delve into the
slimy, slithery, and often misun-
derstood world of reptiles and
amphibians. (Requirement #8
requires a longer period of time
than most preparation for the
badges. If it is not completed
before the class, we can sign off on
everything else, and then on that
when it is done.)

GEOLOGY
Sunday, May 27
1:00 to 5:00 P.M.
Study the materials that make up
the earth and the processes that
change it over time. In this pro-
gram, scouts will use the surround-
ing geology to earn their merit
badge.

Limit: 15. Preregistration is a must!
Cost: $12 members,

$18 nonmembers.

EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS

NJ Audubon’s Weis Ecology
Center offers year-round day and
overnight residential learning
opportunities to schools, scouts,
and other groups. Stop by, visit
us online, or call for a brochure.

FEATURED EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAM for SPRING:
Wildlife Ecology – From insects
to mammals, the tracks, signs,
and adaptations of local wildlife
species will be examined along
with the impact of humans on the
needs of various wildlife species in
New Jersey.

Weis also offers birthday parties,
off or on-site live animal pro-
grams, and scout badge pro-
grams.

Call today for more information
and available dates!

Programs for
Adults and Teens

Nature Study

SPRING BIRDING
AT GARRET MOUNTAIN
Saturday, April 21
Meet at 8:15 A.M.
Associate naturalist, Carole Hughes,
will lead our first spring Garret

Mountain birding adventure for
spring migrants. This is a joint trip
with Sandy Hook.
Cost: $15 members,

$20 nonmembers.

BASICS OF BIRDING: Bird Walks
Saturday, April 28
Sunday, May 20
8:30 to 10:00 A.M.
Come learn the basic skills needed to
help identify wild birds in the field or
at your feeders on this naturalist-led
walk so you too can find joy in
watching birds! Walks will meet at
Weis and carpool to local sites. This is
a joint trip with Sandy Hook.
Cost: $5 members, $8 nonmembers.

EARTH DAY WORK DAY AND
GREEN THUMB GARDEN PREP
Sunday, April 22
10:00 A.M. to noonish (or later)
The projects we tackle today depend
on you! Once we know how many
fine folks are coming out to help, we
will plan tasks appropriate to their
skills and interests. Past projects have
included painting, trail maintenance,
weeding, and planting in our butter-
fly garden, light carpentry, and litter
patrols. Please let us know if you’ll be
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JUNIOR NATURALISTS
Three days of fun and learning for
children ENTERING Kindergarten.
Wednesday to Friday,
July 11 to 13
10:00 A.M. to noon
Cost: $50 members,

$65 nonmembers.

WONDERERS
Five days of fun and learning for
children ENTERING grades 1 and 2.
Monday to Friday, July 16 to 20
10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Cost: $130 members,

$175* nonmembers.

ADVENTURERS
Five days of fun and learning for
children ENTERING grades 3 and 4.
Monday to Friday, July 23 to 27
Monday Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Friday: 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Thursday: 4:00 to 9:00 P.M. for an
evening campfire program.
Cost: $130 members,

$175* nonmembers.

EXPLORERS
Five days of fun and learning for
children ENTERING grades 5 and 6.
Monday to Friday,
July 30 to August 3
Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:
10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Wednesday: 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.
for a trip to Sandy Hook,
Thursday: 4:00 to 9:00 P.M. for an

evening campfire program.
Cost (includes field trip):
$155 members, $200* nonmembers.

TRAIL BLAZERS
Five days of adventure learning for
youths ENTERING grades 7 and 8.
Tuesday to Saturday,
June 26 to 30
Tuesdays and Wednesdays:
10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.,
Thursday: 8:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. for a
field trip,
Friday from 3:00 P.M. to Saturday
10:00 A.M. for an overnight camp-out.
Cost (includes field trip):
$220 members, $265* nonmembers.

…Busy the week of camp? ...Can’t get
enough of Weis Nature Day Camp?
Returning by popular demand are our
multi-age camps:

SOAKED AND SLIMY SUPER-
HERO WEEK – Back by popular
demand! Open to youths ENTERING
grades 1-6.
Monday to Friday,
August 6 to 10
10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Is your child a Mad Scientists or a
Superhero (or both!)? After creating
our own super-hero (or super-villain)
personas, we’ll participate in slimy
hands-IN activities and learn about
nature’s superheroes.
Cost: $150 members,

$195* nonmembers.

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all NJ
Audubon centers. Members also get
a 10% discount at our Nature Stores
(greater discount on optics).

It’s never too soon to start thinking about
the summer…

NATURE DAY CAMPS
Our day camps give children entering kindergarten through eighth grade opportunities to discover and explore the
wonders of the natural world through fun, hands-on activities and adventures. Space is limited. Register early.

Where am I?!
WEIS WILDERNESS SURVIVAL
CAMP
Open to youths ENTERING
grades 1-6
Monday to Friday,
August 13 to 17
10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Survivorman eat your heart out!
This week, campers will learn skills
to survive in the wild woods
around Weis. Shelters, fires, signals,
water – we’ll do it all...except eat
grubs.
Cost: $130 members,

$175* nonmembers.

CAPTAIN PLANET’S ENERGY
EXTRAVAGANZA
Monday to Friday,
August 20 to 24
Earth, Wind, Water, Fire (…and
Heart?)! These powerful forces run
the world! Learn how they can
benefit (and harm) the plants and
animals around us, as well as how
we can harness their energy for our
use.
Cost: $130 members,

$175* nonmembers.

*Nonmember rates include an
NJ Audubon Family Membership;
successive children attend at the
member rate.

*****Early Bird Rate – Register by April 15, 2012 to receive a 15% discount*****

Continued

celebrating the Earth with us on this
day – Thanks! This is a great day for
scouts looking to do a service project
of some sort.

ALLENDALE CELERY FARM
Sunday, May 6
Meet at 8:15 A.M.
Join Rob Fanning at the Allendale
Celery Farm for some early spring
arrivals and surprises. This is a joint
trip with Sandy Hook.
Cost: $15 members,

$20 nonmembers.

GEOLOGY JAUNT
Saturday, May 12
1:00 to 3:00 P.M.
If you ever tried to dig a hole in this
area, one thing becomes blatantly
clear – we have a lot of rocks. But

what kind are they and how did they
get here? For one reason or another,
a lot of people are intimidated by
learning about the geology around
us, but during this hike you will
discover that geology ROCKS! Join a
Weis naturalist for this non-intimidat-
ing hike.
Cost: FREE for members,

$8 nonmembers.
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Nature Adventure
WEIS WOMEN’S HIKES
Saturdays,
March 17, April 14, and May 19
8:00 to 10:00 A.M.
Moderately paced, 2- to 3-mile hikes.
Join the ladies of Weis for these early
morning hikes to some of our favorite
scenic spots! A great way to enjoy
some time outdoors, get some
exercise, and get home early enough
to spend the rest of the day with
family and friends! Hikes meet at
Weis (may carpool to the trailhead if
needed). Wear appropriate hiking
footwear, dress in layers appropriate
for weather, and bring plenty of
water. Hazardous driving conditions
will cancel.
Cost: $5.

WEEKDAY and
WEEKEND VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNITIES
Your Time is Valuable to Us!

✔ Program Support: programs
that need hands-on volunteers
before, during and (for a short while)
after each event; All-Natural Egg
Dyeing (4/6), andCamouflage Egg
Hunt* (4/7).
✔ Earth Work Day*: Celebrate
Earth Day and help Weis to look
beautiful! (4/22).
✔ Nature Day Camp*: Our Nature
Day Camps use teen counselors to
work with the educators and chil-
dren. There is an application process.
(July/August).
✔ Reception: Friendly folks to meet
and greet center visitors, answer the
phone and/or process Nature Store
sales.
✔ Gardening: Help keep our facility
inviting for visitors and our Native
Plant and Wildlife Garden free of
invasive species. At your conve-
nience, but please call ahead.
✔ Public Programs: Weis wel-
comes skilled amateur (or profes-
sional) naturalists and outdoorsy
folks to propose classes, walks and
workshops they might like to lead.

* Programs appropriate for teen/
Service Learning volunteers

Weis Wyanokie Wanderers (WWW) Club Hikes*
Strenuous Hikes Led by Don Weise.

The terrain is steep and the pace is fast. Good cardiovascular fitness is
required. Participants must wear appropriate hiking footwear, dress in
layers appropriate for weather conditions, and bring lunch and plenty of
fluids. Limit 25.
Cost: $5 members, $8 nonmembers.*

ALMOST NEW ENGLAND
Sunday, April 15   9:30 a.m.
Discover the Westchester Wilderness trails and Zofnass Family Preserve,
two seldom-visited gems known for their beautiful setting, crags, outcrops,
wetlands, and wide diversity of flora and fauna. Meets off-site. Moderately
strenuous, 8 miles.

JENNY JUMP TRAILS
Sunday, May 6    9:00 a.m.
Check out the new trails network, featuring pastoral farm scenes and ridge-
top views of the Delaware Water Gap. Meets off-site. Moderately strenu-
ous, 9 miles.

PINGYP MOUNTAIN
Sunday, May 20   9:00 a.m.
Harriman’s steepest climb rewards you with incredible views and adven-
ture. Meets off-site. Strenuous, 9-10 miles.

*You do NOT need to be a member of the WWW to attend these hikes, but card-carrying WWW
Hiking Club members get guaranteed admittance to the 12 monthly WWW hikes and 2 annual
Challenge Hikes at a flat annual rate of $69. New WWW members are welcomed with a pack
patch and a Weis Trail Map T-shirt.

Weis Ecology Center
Spring 2012 Events at a Glance

Saturday, March 17............................ Women's Hike
Friday, April 6 ..................................... All-Natural Egg Dyeing
Saturday, April 7 ................................. Camouflage Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 8 ................................... Closed for Easter
Saturday, April 14............................... Women's Hike
Sunday, April 15 ................................. Soil and Water Merit Badge
Sunday, April 15 ................................. Almost New England WWW Walk
Thursday, April 19 .............................. Nature Discovery Time
Saturday, April 21............................... Garret Mountain Birding
Saturday, April 21............................... Vernal Pools for Families
Sunday, April 22 ................................. Earth Day, Work Day
Friday, April 27 ................................... Vernal Pools for Families
Saturday, April 28............................... Basics of Birding: Bird Walk
Saturday, May 5 ................................. Birding Bonanza
Sunday, May 6 ................................... Allendale Celery Farm Birding
Sunday, May 6 ................................... Reptile and Amphibian Merit Badge
Sunday, May 6 ................................... Jenny Jump Trails WWW Walk
Saturday, May 12 ............................... Geology Jaunt
Sunday, May 13 ................................. Mother's Day Hike
Thursday, May 17 .............................. Nature Discovery Time
Saturday, May 19 ............................... Women's Hike
Sunday, May 20 ................................. Basic of Birding: Bird Walk
Sunday, May 20 ................................. Pingyp Mountain WWW Walk
Sunday, May 20 ................................. Buggin' Out
Sunday, May 27 ................................. Geology Merit Badge

Continued
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CRITTER-CARE
SPONSORSHIPS

Weis Ecology Center has a small
menagerie of critters that visit
schools, scout groups, and
libraries throughout the year (our
Environmental Edu-critters).  You
can help us defer the expenses of
their upkeep (care, feeding,
checkups, etc.) by becoming a
Critter-Care Sponsor!

Each sponsorship packet
includes:
✔ A certificate of appreciation

✔ A photograph portrait of your
sponsored animal

✔ Natural history information
sheet on your sponsored
species

✔ A Peterson’s First Guide for
either birds or reptiles.

Sponsored Animals:
❏ Red, the Corn Snake $25

❏ Eclipse, the Black Rat Snake $25

❏ Tina, the Box Turtle $20

❏ Classroom Special $180
(includes a classroom visit by at
least one of the animals)

NAME: _________________________________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________

_______________________________________________

DAY PHONE: _____________________________________

EVENGING PHONE: _______________________________

This is a gift from: _________________________________

Mail with payment to:
Weis Ecology Center

150 Snake Den Road,
Ringwood, NJ 07456

SANCTUARY NOTES

Weis’s Visitor Center will be
closed Easter Sunday, April 8.

Weis Ecology Center gratefully
acknowledges the following people
for their help and support:
Fall/Winter Program and Field
Trip Leaders: Jill Bennetta, Marga-
ret Blewett, Deb Davidson, Phaedra
Demers, Philip De Rea, Jennifer
Dowd, Ray Fowlie, Don Weise.
Program Support Staff: Chuck
and Margaret Blewett, Deb
Davidson, Philip De Rea, Ray Fowlie,
Vikki Cheryl, and Mark Gomes, Adam
Grennbaum, Joe and Madonna
Hayes, Tom and Dave Heerema, Teri
Rocco, Paul Saunders, Sue Sparks.
Business Supporters: Mike’s Feed
Farm, Chuck Blewett/Pfizer; Tom
Heerema/Verizon Volunteer Incen-
tive Program; Sal DiCarlo/Verizon
Matching Incentive Program; Bob
and Chris Kenyon and Triangle
Trophy; Mark Roberts/Roberts
Mechanical; Rick Weiman/Waldwick
Plastics; Prime 15 Steakhouse.
Technical Support: Bill Boesenberg
(www.snakes-and-scales.com), Joe
Hayes, Mike Lyncheski/The Harrier
Group, Len Soucy/The Raptor Trust,
and Joe Troy/Green Mountain Tree
Experts.
Resource and Display Dona-
tions: Norman Schantz/William
Paterson University, Suzanne
Serafini, Isobel Wayrick.
Gardening and Invasive Plant
Management: Rich and Linda
Greendyk, NY/NJ Trail Conference
Invasives Strike Force.


