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Spring 2010 Programs
March through May

Rancocas Nature Center
794 Rancocas Road, Mount Holly, NJ 08060
Phone: 609.261.2495  /  Fax: 609.261.9916
E-mail: rancocas@njaudubon.org / Web site: http://rancocas.njaudubon.org

HOURS: Tuesday to Saturday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. / Sunday, noon to 5:00 P.M. / Closed Mondays
CLOSINGS: Center closed on Sunday, April 4, for Easter

Staff:
Susan Buffalino, Sanctuary Director
Claire Adair, Teacher-Naturalist

Associate Naturalists:
Karl Anderson, Tom Bailey,

John Courtney, Sandra Keller, Frank Lenik,
Gary and Margie Lizzi, and Lloyd Shaw.

Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2010 Programs and Events

CHILDREN’S
NATURE SERIES

Register in advance for all programs.

NATURE TODDLERS
Fridays, March 5, 12, 26
Saturdays, March 6, 13, 27
10:00 to11:30 A.M.
This weekly program is designed to
engage young children, ages 3 to 5,
and their parents/caregivers in
songs, games, crafts, hikes, and
discoveries. Each week a different
nature topic, relating to the current
season and the natural world, will be
explored. Children do not need to
attend all weeks of the series.
Cost: NJ Audubon members,
$7 per child per session; nonmem-
bers, $10 per child per session.

LITTLE SPROUTS
Fridays, April 16, 23, 30, and
May 7, 14, 21
Saturdays, April 17, 24 and
May 1, 8, 15, 22
10:00 to 11:00 A.M.
This series is very engaging for 2½-
to 4-year-olds. Gardens are a won-
derful place for young children to
have a hands-on experience with
nature. Youngsters and their par-
ents/caregivers will share fun-filled
mornings learning about garden
visitors, spring flowers and fruits,
and other garden-related themes in

and around RNC’s colorful Children’s
Garden. Children do not need to
attend all weeks of the series.
Cost: NJA members, $7 per child per
session; nonmembers, $10 per child
per session.

SATURDAY NATURE EXPLORERS
Saturdays,
March 6, April 3, May 1
1:00 to 3:00 P.M.
Nurture your child’s awareness of the
natural world. Each Saturday pro-
gram, geared toward children aged
5½ to 8, includes a craft, games,
activities, and a nature walk. Differ-
ent themes inspire explorations at
the center and on the trail. It’s a
great venue for children to experi-
ence nature first-hand.
Cost: NJ Audubon members, $7 per
child per session; nonmembers, $10
per child per session.

PROGRAMS
FOR ALL AGES

Register in advance for all programs.

INTERPRETIVE TRAIL HIKE AT
RANCOCAS
Sundays, March 7 and May 2
1:00 to 2:00 P.M.
On the first Sunday of each month,
join an NJ Audubon staff person or an
associate naturalist for an interpre-
tive hike through our varied habitats.

It’s a great way to become familiar
with our well-maintained trails. Bring
a camera and binoculars; we’ll stop
at various scenic spots along the
way. The easy pace is suitable for all
ages, but please use a child carrier to
transport small children.
Cost: free to NJ Audubon members;
nonmembers, $4 per person,
$10 per family.

TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL
WORLD SERIES OF BIRDING
Saturday, May 15
Support New Jersey Audubon and
the Rancocas Nature Center on the
“Big Day!” Associate naturalist
Sandra Keller and past Teen Bird
Club president Sarah Tanedo will
be birding Burlington County this
year, and your support is needed.
Please contact RNC if you would
like to sponsor a team.

ADULT PROGRAMS
AT RNC

Register in advance for all programs.

MORNING BIRD WALK AT
RANCOCAS
Fridays,
March 5, April 2, and May 7
8:15 A.M.
Join an RNC associate naturalist for a

Continued



Center Focus SEASONS Spring 2010 2Rancocas Nature Center

Rancocas Nature Center
Spring 2010 Events at a Glance

Friday, March 5 .................... Morning Bird Walk at Rancocas
Fridays, March 5, 12 ............. Friday Nature Toddlers
Saturdays, March 6, 13 ........ Saturday Nature Toddlers
Saturday, March 6 ................ Saturday Nature Explorers
Sunday, March 7 .................. Interpretive Trail Hike at Rancocas
Saturday, March 20.............. Salem County Early Migrants
Friday, March 26 .................. Friday Nature Toddlers
Saturday, March 27.............. Saturday Nature Toddlers
Friday, April 2 ....................... Morning Bird Walk at Rancocas
Saturday, April 3 ................... Saturday Nature Explorers
Fridays, April 16, 23, 30 ....... Friday Little Sprouts
Saturdays, April 17, 24 ......... Saturday Little Sprouts
Sunday, April 18 ................... Stream Sampling at Rancocas
Saturday, April 24................. Glassboro Woods and Red Bank Battlefield

in National Park
Sunday, April 25 ................... Short Walk w/ Sandra Keller at Taylor’s Preserve
Saturday, May 1 ................... Saturday Nature Explorers
Saturdays, May 1, 8 ............. Saturday Little Sprouts
Sunday, May 2 ..................... Interpretive Trail Hike at Rancocas
Sunday, May 2 ..................... Cumberland County Hotspots
Friday, May 7 ....................... Morning Bird Walk at Rancocas
Fridays, May 7, 14, 21 .......... Friday Little Sprouts
Saturday, May 8 ................... Flowers and Ferns at Crosswicks Creek
Sunday, May 9 ..................... Short Walk at Maria Barnaby Greenwald Park,

Cherry Hill
Saturday, May 15 ................. 27th Annual World Series of Birding
Saturdays, May 15, 22 ......... Saturday Little Sprouts
Sunday, May 16 ................... The Buzz About Bees
Saturday, May 29 ................. Franklin Parker Preserve with Rick Radis

FIELD TRIPS
Register in advance for all programs.
Please call to preregister for all field
trips by calling 609.261.2495. You
can also register by mailing a check
to RNC, 794 Rancocas Road, Mount
Holly, NJ 08060. To facilitate sending
site directions, please include your e-
mail address when you register, or
request that directions be mailed.
Trips take place rain or shine (within
reasonable limits). Group size is
limited and a minimum number of
participants is necessary. Bring
binoculars and/or scopes, lunch (if
desired), and dress appropriately for
the weather.

SALEM COUNTY
EARLY MIGRANTS
Saturday March 20
Meet at 8:45 A.M.
Tour Salem County with Lloyd Shaw
and look for early arriving shorebirds,
waders, and passerines.
Cost: NJ Audubon members $15,

nonmembers $20.

GLASSBORO WOODS AND
RED BANK BATTLEFIELD IN
NATIONAL PARK
Saturday, April 24
7:45 A.M.
Associate naturalist Lloyd Shaw will
guide you to Glassboro Woods and
Red Bank Battlefield Park in National
Park for the vanguard of the spring
passerine migration.
Cost: NJ Audubon members $15,

nonmembers $20.

A SHORT WALK WITH SANDRA
KELLER AT TAYLOR’S PRESERVE
Sunday, April 25
8:15 A.M. to late morning
You don’t need much time or gas to
take advantage of this short walk with
associate naturalist Sandra Keller. A
quick morning trip to a local hot spot
is a great way to start your Sunday.
The focus will be breeders and early
spring migrants. No reservations are
needed, but if you need directions
please call the center and leave your
e-mail address. Only persistent rain

CONNECT WITH
NATURE SERIES

Register in advance
for all programs.

STREAM SAMPLING AT
RANCOCAS
Sunday, April 18
1:30 to 3:30 P.M.
According to Greek mythology,
Naiads were freshwater nymphs
that inhabited the waterways of
the earth. Don a pair of boots or
waders and join an NJ Audubon
naturalist to search for the naiads
of Rancocas. The search probably
will not yield immortal divinities,
but the chances are good that we’ll
find dragonfly naiads (larvae). The
afternoon will include a tour of
Rancocas streams and the new
dragonfly pond.
Cost: NJ Audubon members,
$7 per person, $15 per family;
nonmembers, $10 per person,
$21 per family.

THE BUZZ ABOUT BEES
Sunday, May 16
1:30 to 3:30 P.M.
Do you know why honey bees
swarm? What makes for a healthy
hive? Ever seen a pollen basket?
Bring your questions and your
curiosity. The afternoon will
include hands-on activities, and a
local beekeeper will share his
expertise and enthusiasm during
an exciting presentation. Who
knows – maybe you’ll want to try
backyard beekeeping this year.
Cost: NJ Audubon members,
$7 per person, $15 per family;
nonmembers, $10 per person,
$21 per family.

Become a New Jersey Audubon
member and enjoy discounts on
tours, events, and field trips at all
NJ Audubon centers. Members also
get a 10% discount at our Nature
Stores (greater discount on optics).

first-Friday-of-the-month bird walk.
Migrants and resident species can be
found at our center. Sightings are
added to the RNC bird list. Meet at
the picnic tables by the parking lot.
Walks begin promptly at 8:15 A.M.
Cost: free to NJ Audubon members,

nonmembers $5.
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BURLINGTON COUNTY
NATURAL SCIENCE CLUB
NJ Audubon members are invited to
the monthly meetings of the
Burlington County Natural Science
Club. Meetings are held the second
Wednesday of the month, Septem-
ber through May, at 7:45 P.M. For
updates on meeting locations and
presentation topics, visit the club’s
Web site at
http://oldsquaw.tripod.com.

THANKS TO OUR
VOLUNTEERS

Rancocas’ dedicated and knowledge-
able volunteers contribute many
hours of their time each season.
Center Focus offers a chance to
extend our thanks. The nature center
would not be the vibrant place it is
without their help. Thank you to
Heddy Bauer, Bob Birdsall, John and
Marilyn Courtney, James and Fran
Cox, Katie Dole, Laura Edwards,
Blake Elkins, Bob Hall, Jean Jordan,
Bob Lord, Steve Mattan, Mary
Metrione, Ken Mitchell, Donna
Moffett, Candy Myers, Teddy Pavlin,
Pat Pawlowski, Abe Reuther, Diane
Rothschild, George Rowland, Arlene
Spangler, Louise Tompkins, Mami
Umemura, Ken Walters, Rachel
Weiss, David White, Barbara Wiley,
Bill Wiley, Al Wiley, and the Work
Group. Special “get well” wishes go
to Pat Pawlowski. Pat, hope you are
feeling better soon.

cancels the walk.
Cost: NJ Audubon members $7,

nonmembers $10.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY
HOTSPOTS
Sunday, May 2
Meet at 8:45 A.M.
Susan Phelon will lead you on a tour
of Cumberland County hotspots for
early passerines, raptors, and per-
haps a rarity. This is a joint trip with
Sandy Hook.
Cost: NJ Audubon members $15,

nonmembers $20.

FERNS AND FLOWERS AT
CROSSWICKS CREEK
Saturday, May 8
9:00 A.M. to early afternoon
Visit Monmouth County’s Crosswicks
Creek Greenway for a look at spring
wildflowers and ferns in a rich flood
plain habitat. After lunch it’s more
botany and a bit of human history at
the historic grist mill and village of
Walnford. Leader: Karl Anderson.
Cost: NJ Audubon members $15,

nonmembers $20.

A SHORT WALK AT MARIA
BARNABY GREENWALD PARK,
CHERRY HILL
Sunday, May 9
8:15 A.M. to late morning
A quick morning trip to a local hot
spot is a great way to start your
Sunday. The focus will be spring
migrants. No reservations are
needed, but if you need directions
please call the center and leave your
e-mail address. Only persistent rain
cancels the walk. Leader: Sandra
Keller.
Cost: NJ Audubon members $7,

nonmembers $10.

FRANKLIN PARKER PRESERVE
WITH RICK RADIS
Saturday, May 29
Meet at 8:45 A.M.
Join Pine Barrens expert Rick Radis for
a trip to the Parker Preserve and
Martha Furnace for rare plants,
natural history, and perhaps an
Arethusa orchid. This is a joint trip
with Sandy Hook.
Cost: NJ Audubon members $15,

nonmembers $20.

Each of Rancocas’s volunteers
deserves special recognition. This
season, Rancocas would like to
highlight the creative work of Laura
Edwards. Laura’s expertise has
transformed the Rancocas pages of
the NJ Audubon Web site, which now
features a colorful, organized format
that is very user-friendly. Thank you,
Laura, for your countless hours and
energetic dedication to this project.
Rancocas would also like to thank
Ken Mitchell and Marilyn Courtney
for their continued contribution of
time and expertise each week
handling Rancocas’s reconciliations.

Rancocas would also like to thank the
Eagle Scouts who chose to complete
their 2009 projects at the center.
These scouts and their projects
include: Robert Gonnelli, wilderness
blind; Michael Brady, dragonfly
pond; James Varley, numbered trail
markers; Stephen Aherns, removal of
an abandoned, rusty vehicle from the
center grounds; and Ethan Dilks,
turtle enclosure.  ■


