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New Jersey Birding Pitfalls: Eared
Grebes and Horned Grebes in Molt

Almost every year, reports of Eared Grebe
(Podiceps nigrocollis) hit the New Jersey hotlines
and eager birders head out to search for them. This
species is the sort of rarity that many birders can see:
it usually is found with its commoner cousin, the
Horned Grebe (P. auritus), and it frequently lingers
in a particular area for a substantial length of time. It
also occurs in the state often enough that birders tend
to see this species sooner rather than later in their
birding careers. In fact, its frequency may add to it
beingconsideredanalmost routine bird. Despite this
almost-regular status, itisa Review List species for the
New Jersey Bird Records Committee (NJBRC).
The problem with this matter-of-fact approach
is that Eared Grebe can be dif cult to separate from
Horned Grebe. Both are variations on a theme, and
the details distinguishing them can be subtle or, worse,
impossible to use at times, particularlywhen grebesare
molting. Some of the widely disseminated eld marks
are not always valid, or are easily misunderstood or
misinterpreted. Some of the available identi cation
literature (e.g., Kaufman 1992, Harris et al. 1993,

I ntroduction
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Figure 1. This side view of the Eared Grebe at Wreck
Pond, Monmouth County, on 29 October 2005 (see
text) shows a thin bill and domed head shape. The
grebe was actively diving, so the feathers are sleeked
down and wet. In this image it is dif cult to assess
the amount of duskiness on the neck. Photo/Thelma
Loveland

by JENNIFER W. HANSON

Zimmer 2000) focuses on separating these species
in basic plumage. As a result, even very experienced
birders can be given ts by rogue impostor grebes
when molting grebes are seen in late winter and
early spring. This note is an attempt to clarify the
identi cation criteria for Eared Grebe in New Jersey
in order to reduce some of the confusion.

Distribution

InNorth America, Eared Grebe breeds from central
British Columbiaeast towestern Minnesota, and south
to southern California and northern Texas; it winters
from Washington state to Guatemala and Colombia.
The North American subspecies is P. n. californicus;
there are several other subspecies in the Old World
(where referred to as Black-necked Grebe ) and
South America.

As of mid-2006, there were 44 accepted records
of Eared Grebe in New Jersey. The lions share of
these records has come from the state s north coast,
particularly from Monmouth County. Eared Grebe
is a potential visitor anywhere along the Atlantic
coastline of New Jersey, however, with sightings

Figure 2. In this three-quarters-angle shot of the Wreck
Pond Eared Grebe the bird arguably looks more like a
Horned Grebe in some respects. From this angle, the
bill seems rather straight. The peak of the head also
appears to be farther toward the rear of the head,
which is a feature of Horned Grebe. The neck might
be marked with dusky, or else it might be in shadow.
Because these photos are not conclusive in showing
certain crucial eld-marks, the observer s added writ-
ten description was very important in helping make a
successful case for the identi cation (see text). Photo/
Thelma Loveland

COVER PHOTO: The odd Yellow-billed Cuckoo is rarely seen as late as the beginning of November, probably
birds that moved back north on late-season southerly or southwesterly air ows. Black-billed Cuckoos are even
more unusual this late in the season, and this Black-billed was an exceptional nd at Sandy Hook on 11 Novem-

ber 2006. Photo/Kevin Watson



ranging from Liberty State Park and Caven Cove in
Hudson County south to Cape May.

Although Eared Grebe breeds well inland in its
western home range, and it winters both inland and
coastally, alImost all of New Jersey s accepted records
come from the coast. There is one record from an
inland location: 22 May-7 June 2006 at Round Valley
Reservoir in Hunterdon County. This relative lack of
inland records from the state isodd. Nearby statessuch
as Maryland (lliff et al. 1996), Massachusetts (Veit
and Petersen 1993), New York (DiConstanzo 1998),
Pennsylvania (McWilliams and Brauning 2000), and
Virginia (Kain 1987) all have multiple inland Eared
Grebe records. Eared Grebes also winter in very, very
small numbers in the Southeast states, and there are
many inland records from that region as well; of note
are a series of records from central Florida phosphate
pits in the 1980s that reached up to 27 individuals
(Robertson and Woolfenden 1992). In North Carolina
and elsewhere in the Southeast, Eared Grebes are as
likely to use brackish impoundments or freshwater
pondsas coastal waters (Fussell 1994). In other words,
New Jersey birdersshould seek out these grebesinland,
and although the large reservoirs seem like obvious
destinations for such an exercise, smaller bodies of
water should not be overlooked. Infact, Fussell (1994)
suggests that a grebe in such acon ned location may
be more likely an Eared than a Horned.

In New Jersey, Eared Grebe is both amigrantand a
winter visitor. Because Horned Grebesdo not typically
arrive in New Jersey before mid-October (Walsh et al.
1999), earlier fall grebes should be closely scrutinized,
as perhaps they are more likely to be Eared. There are
state records of Eared in September (one), October
(three; Figures 1 and 2), and November (one), but

Figure 3. Horned Grebes in pre-alternate, transitional

plumage during late winter and early spring have

been misidenti ed as Eared Grebes on a substantial

number of occasions. On this transitional Horned,

the dark-and-light facial pattern and dusky neck are

plumage characters normally associated with Eared

Grebe. But this bird shows the typical bill (with a dif-
cult-to-see pale tip) and head shape of Horned. It was

photographed at Hanover, Pennsylvania, on 19 March

2007. Photo/Henry McLin

most Eared Grebesare found in Decemberand January,
particularly from mid-December onward perhaps a
byproduct of the increased birding activity during the
Christmas Bird Count season. Records continue from
February (dropping somewhat from January s peak)
through April. The latest New Jersey record of Eared
Grebe isthe previously-mentioned Round Valley bird.
Some nearby states also have May records and even
records of summering individuals (Kain 1989, Veitand
Petersen 1993, Iliff et al. 1996, DiConstanzo 1998).
Although there are plenty of one-day wonders,
there are also a number of birds that stayed a week
or longer. The champion long-stayer to date is a bird
that appeared at Sandy Hook on 2 December 1990
and lingered into the following April. Thisindividual
was my lifer Eared Grebe, and | am sure that many
other birders can say the same.

Identi cation

Numbers of Horned Grebes stage in the state
between February and April, and during this period
they provide increasing confusion as they begin their
pre-alternate molt (Figure 3).

Field marks for Eared Grebe can be divided into
two types: plumage and structure. WWhen one compares
the conspicuous black, yellow, and chestnut colors of
alternate (breeding) plumage with the understated
black, gray, and white tones of basic (non-breeding)
plumage, one realizes that eld marks based on plum-
age features change with the seasons and may not be
diagnostic at all times. For example, a dusky face and
dark neck are frequently cited eld-marks for Eared
Grebe in basic plumage, but a Horned Grebe molting
into alternate plumage will also get a dusky face and
neck as these areas change from the white of basic
plumage to the black and dark rusty-red of alternate
plumage (Figure 3). Under dif cult light conditions
or at long range, any reddish tones can simply look
dark. And to confuse matters further, Eared Grebes
molting in to alternate plumage can getarusty caston
the neck, even though this area is black in alternate
plumage (Svensson et al. 1999). As a result, facial
and neck markings on transitional-plumaged grebes
are unreliable eld characters. Most eld guides do
not depict transitional-plumaged Eared and Horned
Grebes, but two that do are Svensson et al. (1999)
and Sibley (2000). The similarity of the two species
in the illustrations in these guides should give any
birder pause.

Birders should also be aware that the timing of the
pre-alternate molt differs in the two species. It can
begin in late February and last into April for Horned
Grebes, whereas Eared Grebes pre-alternate molt
begins later (P. Lehman pers. comm.). Eared Grebes
molt relatively quickly, while Horned Grebes take

several weeks to make the same plumage change

Vol. XXXIll, no. 2

i
19



20

Spring 2007

(Barnesetal. 2005). This means that there are plenty
of transitional-plumaged Horned Grebes ready to
confuse the unwary observer.

Because some markings can be misleading, struc-
tural charactersare morereliable, but they can present
pitfalls as well. Some of the structural features shown
byEared Grebeincludea uf errear-endthanHorned,
aswellamore peaked crown. Anactively divinggrebe
may have sleeked-down feathers, however, whichwill
affect the bird s apparent shape. Another structural
mark is the Eareds relatively thin neck, but a dark
neck on a molting grebe may appear thinner than
it really is.

Probably the best structural eld mark for proper
Eared Grebe identi cation is the shape and size of
the bill. Eared Grebes have relatively thin bills that
look somewhat upturned, while Horned Grebes have
a straighter, slightly thicker bill. Horned Grebes also
may show a pale tip to the bill; if seen, thismark should
rule out Eared Grebe. Observers should carefully note
the shape and size of any suspect grebe s bill.

Two Case Studies

Oneway toappreciate how much ofan ID headache
small grebes can be is to look at the documentation of
two birds from the NJBRC les. One of these grebes
wasat Merrill Creek Reservoirin\Warren County from
30 March-2 April 2002; the other visited Wreck Pond
in Monmouth County on 29 October 2005.

The Merrill Creek bird was found by the late Art
Panzer and reported to the NJBIRDS listserve as an
Eared Grebe; Panzer also photographed the grebe.
Over the following days, more birders went to see
the bird and one submitted documentation to the
NJBRC. The description read, in part, Small grebe;
dark cap, thin bill, slight upturn. Small body, sides
of neck dark, not enamel white like winter Horned
Grebe. The accompanying eld sketch showed a
white area on side of neck curling up on side of
head, which is another classic Eared Grebe eld
mark (NJBRC les).

Although some birders were initially satis edwith
theidenti cationasan Eared Grebe, otherswere not.
In the end, when Panzers photos came back from
the lab, they showed a grebe with a pale-tipped bill,
indicating that the grebe was in facta Horned Grebe.
The observer who submitted documentation to the
NJBRC withdrew the identi cation, listing marks
shown in the photos that contradicted the original
identi cation such as bill structure and head shape.
The observer concluded, 1 think we were fooled
by changing plumage, the high arc to the back, and
the white slash up the neck and side of the head
(NJBRC  les).

The bird at Wreck Pond was a one-day wonder
observed by a birder who took photos, which ac-

company this article (Figures 1 and 2). These photos
are actually somewhat inconclusive: some features,
such as the thin bill, suggest Eared Grebe, whereas
the pale neck looks more typical of Horned Grebe.
The head shape is dif cult to interpret. Judging from
the photos alone, this grebe is a very dif cult bird to
identify. Properly, the observer also included awritten
description. Thisreport mentioned such charactersas
abillthatwas turnedupandratherthin anda long,
thin, delicate looking neck. The observer also noted
that the dark color [on the head] fell below his eye.
When ruling out Horned Grebe, the observer added
that in that species head shape peak not over eye as
[in]the Eared Grebe Isaw (NJBRC les). Aftersome
discussion, the NJBRC voted to accept this Eared
Grebe record; the written description strengthened
the case made by the photos because it focused on
important structural details (Barnes et al. 2006).

Conclusion

Although Eared Grebe isa regular rarity in New
Jersey, the identi cation issues raised by similar-look-
ing Horned Grebes are anything but trivial. Careful
observation and an understanding of what eld marks
are applicable at different times of the year are crucial
for correctly identifying grebes, particularly during the
confusing times of transitional molt.
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Format of the
Regional Reports

Species name (major rarities
in all-caps): signi cance of record
(optional; see below), number of
individuals (if more than one), loca-
tion, date, observer initials.

Abbreviations used for
cance terms include:

high = high count(s) for season

all-time high = all-time high
for that season in that region (not
necessarily for entire state)

low = an unusually low total

late = somewhat or unusually
late

all-time late = all-time late for

signi -

that region

early = somewhat or unusually
early

all-time early = all-time early for
that region

dep =lastrecord from that season,
although not unusually late (listed
only if of some signi cance)

arr= rstrecord from that season,
although not unusually early (listed
only if of some signi cance)

Within a given species, records
with a similar significance (e.g.,
seasonal high counts) are clumped
together, separated by commas,
and usually ordered by date. These
reports are separated by a semicolon
from those with a different signi -
cance (e.g., late records).

County names appear in italics.

Other Oft-used Abbreviations:
ad: adult
imm: immature
juv: juvenile
f: female
m: male
et al.: and others
de: vouched by
m.obs: many observers
v.obs: various observers
Is: Island
Lk: Lake
Mt: Mountain
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge
Pt: Point
Res: Reservoir
SF: State Forest
SP: State Park
Twp: Township
WMA: Wildlife Management Area

FALL Field Notes

September - November 2006

G Fell i ‘ OCEAN
Tabtc . ®

REGIONm

Northwestern Region, including
Sussex, Warren, Hunterdon, and the
western parts of Morris and Passaic
Counties.

EDITOR Frank Sencher Jr, 43
Church Road, Milford, NJ 08848.
e-mail: fjsencher@aol.com

Temperaturesin Septemberand October
were slightly below average, whereas No-
vember was the third-warmest November
on record. Precipitation during the period
was above normal resulting in high water
levels at lakes and reservoirs. The weather
highlight of the period was Tropical Storm
Ernesto, which was not the most powerful of
tropical storms but did produce steady east-
erlywinds. Inaddition to grounding multiple
Common and Black Terns, Ernesto produced
the region s second-ever Sooty Tern.

Waterfowl migration was good through-
out the region, especially for sea-ducks. An
excellent waterfowl ight occurred on 2
November. The only hawk-watch report
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was from Raccoon Ridge (courtesy of Brian
Hardiman, Gary Himber, Brian Butler, Roger
Johnson and Jim Thompson). Spruce Run
Reservoir, which had been drawn down,
quickly lled leaving little exposed mud at
for migrant shorebirds. Good shorebird
habitat was found at ooded elds and at
the Liberty Sod Farm. Excellent numbers
of Lesser Black-backed Gulls were observed
in the southern part of the region during
the second half of September, peaking at
105 birds at Round Valley Reservoir on 27
September. An incredible three species of
hummingbirds were observed in the region
at private feeders, including the regions

rst Black-chinned Hummingbird and the
region s second Rufous Hummingbird. The
Rufous Hummingbird stayed long enough
to be banded and measured, and was found
to be an adult female.

Passerine migration in September was
very good, with several noteworthy ights.
Cold Brook Preserve continued to be the
sparrow hot-spot in the region, with single
Clay-colored and Lark Sparrows. Winter

nches were non-existent during the pe-
riod except for one report of Purple Finch.
Similarly, Red-breasted Nuthatches were in
small numbers and not widespread.

Other highlights included Ross s Goose,
Hudsonian Godwit, Long-billed Dowitcher,
and Laughing Gull.

Thanks to everyone who took the time
to send in their sightings.

RACCOON RIDGE HAWK-WATCH
TOTALS, AUTUMN 2006

Osprey 148
Bald Eagle 165
Northern Harrier 83
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1821
Cooper s Hawk 236
Northern Goshawk 2
Red-Shouldered Hawk 88
Broad-winged Hawk 1690
Red-tailed Hawk 1934
Rough-legged Hawk 0
Golden Eagle 75
American Kestrel 185
Merlin 78
Peregrine Falcon 27

22 Spring 2007

Observers

Marge Barrett, Nigel Bates, Dennis
Briede, Joe Burgiel, Brian Clough, John
DeMarrais, Matt Domanski, Bill Elrick, Rob
Fanning, Steve Fasciana, Jon Feenstra (JFe),
Don Freiday, John Fuller (JFu), Sam Galick,
Brian Hardiman, David Harrison, Mike
Hiotis, Rich Kane, Pete Kwiatek, Dennis
Pegg, Patrick Scheuer, Frank Sencher Jr
(FSjr), Frank Sencher Sr (FSsr), Tommy
Sudol, Fred Weber, Mike Wolfe, Dave
Womer, John Workman.

Abbreviations

Assiscong Marsh (AM), Cold Brook
Preserve (CBP), Culvers Lake (CL), Lake
Musconetcong (Lk Mus), Merrill Creek
Reservoir (MCR), Round Valley Reservoir
(RVR), Spruce Run Reservoir (SRR),
Swartswood Lake (SL), Walkill River NWR
(WRNWR).

WATERFOWL

ROSS S GOOSE: AM 8-9 Nov (SG,
v.obs).

Cackling Goose: Pittstown 29 Oct (FSjr),
CBP 30 Oct (FSjr), 1-2 AM 6 Nov through
period (v.obs).

Brant: 35 SRR 20 Oct (FSjr, FSsr), 35
MCR 23 Oct (RK), RVR 27 Oct (FSjr), 17
SRR 2 Nov (FSjr), CL 2 Nov (FW, TS).

Mute Swan: ca.100 Lk Mus 15 Sep
(SF).

Wood Duck: high 17 AM 26 Oct (SG).

Gadwall: high 26 DeMotts Pond 19
Nov (LK).

American Black Duck: high 60 AM 26
Oct (SG).

Mallard: high 54 AM 9 Nov (SG).

Blue-winged Teal: Liberty Loop, WRN-
WR 3 Sep (TS), 4 SRR 3 Sep (FSjr), 3AM
8 Sep (SG), 3 Paulinskill Lk 16 Sep (BC),
2 AM 26 Sep (SG).

Northern Pintail: high 15 SRR 2 Nov
(FSjr).

Green-winged Teal: high140 Duck Pond,
Swartswood SP 2 Nov (TS), 200 Liberty
Loop 5 Nov (TS).

Canvasback: 6 SRR 22 Nov (FSjr, PK,
MH).

Ring-necked Duck: high 150 Lk Gen-
evieve, Blairstown 13 Nov (BH).

Greater Scaup: 4 CL 16 Nov (TS), SRR
22 Nov (v.obs).

Lesser Scaup: 3SRR 25 Oct (FSjr, FSsr),
7 SL 7 Nov (TS).

scaup sp: 40+ SRR 2 Nov (v.obs).

Surf Scoter: RVR 6 Oct (FSjr, FSsr, SG),
2CL200ct(TS),RVR210Oct (FSjr), RVR
27 Oct (FSjr), 3 SRR 22 Nov (SG).

White-winged Scoter: Greenwood Lk 10
Oct (PS), SRR 25 Oct (FSjr, FSsr), 4 CL 28
Oct (TS), 8 SRR 2 Nov (FSjr, PK, SG).

Black Scoter: SRR 28 Oct (FSjr, JD,
PK), CL 28 Oct (TS), SL 28 Oct (TS),
RVR 7&11 Nov (FSjr, FSsr), Delaware R,
Frenchtown 16 Nov (LK).

Long-tailed Duck: RVR 1-2 Nov (PK,
FSjr), SRR 2 Nov (FSjr, PK), RVR 3 Nov
(PK), RVR 6 Nov (FSjr, FSsr, JD).

Buf ehead: high 96 SRR 2 Nov (FSjr).

Common Goldeneye: high 29 CL 16
Nov (TS).

Red-breasted Merganser: high 10 RVR
12 Nov (FSsr, FSjr).

Ruddy Duck: high 11 SL 29 Sep (TS),
64 SRR 2 Nov (FSjr).

LOONS TERNS

Red-throated Loon: CL 16 Nov (TS), 2
SRR 16 Nov (RK), 7 MCR 17 Nov (RK),
52 RR 19 Nov (BH), SRR 22 Nov (SG),
RVR 22 Nov (SG).

Common Loon: SL 2 Nov (TS).

Pied-billed Grebe: 3Lk Mus 15 Sep (SF),
5 SRR 2 Nov (FSjr), 3 SL 2 Nov (TS).

Horned Grebe: high 21 RVR 10 Nov
(FSjr, FSsr).

Red-necked Grebe: CL 1-2 Nov (FW,
TS), SRR 2 Nov (FSjr, PK, SG), 2 CL 7
Nov (FW), SRR 19 Nov (NB).

Double-crested Cormorant: high 85
MCR 6 Sep (RK).

Great Cormorant: up to 2 SRR 16-20
Oct (FSjr, FSsr), RVR 27 Oct (FSjr), SRR
2 Nov (FSjr).

American Bittern: AM 20 Oct (FSjr,
FSsr, SG), Liberty Loop 5 Nov (TS), Deer
Path Park 11 Nov (FSjr, FSsr).

Great Egret: ca.9 in region during Sep
(v.0bs).

Green Heron: late Deer Path Park 2
Nov (SG).

Black-crowned Night-Heron: SRR 3
Sep (FSjr, PK), AM 9-11 Sep (SG, FSjr).

Glossy Ibis: MCR 27 Sep (RK).

Osprey: high 43 RR 25 Sep (BH).

Bald Eagle: high 16 RR 2 Oct (BH).

Northern Harrier: high 8 RR 21 Oct
(BH).

Sharp-shinned Hawk: high 331 RR 21
Oct (BH).



Cooper s Hawk: high 34 RR 21 Oct

(BH).

Northern Goshawk: RR 21 Oct (BH),
RR 24 Oct (BH).

Red-shouldered Hawk: high 12 RR 3
Nov (BH).

Broad-winged Hawk: high 552 RR 16
Sep (BH).

Red-tailed Hawk: high 258 RR 3 Nov
(BH).

Golden Eagle: early imm RR 17 Sep
(BH); high 16 RR 3 Nov (BH).

American Kestrel: high 32 RR 20 Sep
(BH).

Merlin: high 23 RR 21 Oct (BH).

Peregrine Falcon: high 5 RR 2 Oct
(BH).

Sora: AM 22 Sep (FSjr).

American Coot: high 45 RVR 11 Nov
(FSjr, FSsr).

Black-bellied Plover: Pittstown 14 Sep
(FSjr).

American Golden-Plover: 2 Liberty Sod
Farm 2 Sep (MH), Pittstown 3 Sep (FSjr,
SG), 2 Flemington 16 Sep (SG).

Semipalmated Plover: SRR 3 Sep
(FSjr).

Killdeer: high 175 Pittstown 19-20 Oct
(v.obs).

Solitary Sandpiper: dep AM 5 Oct (SG).

Spotted Sandpiper: late SRR 25 Nov
(v.0bs).

HUDSONIAN GODWIT: 3 SRR 19
Sep (MH, FSjr, FSsr).

Semipalmated Sandpiper: 7 Pittstown 1

e =) a1

This apparent Black-chinned Hummingbird was present at a private feeder in Vernon, Sussex

Sep (SG et al.).

Least Sandpiper: high 22 SRR 3 Sep
(FSjn).

White-rumped Sandpiper: SRR 1 Sep
(FSjr, PK), 7 Pittstown 2 Sep (FSjr,JD), SRR
3 Sep (DF), SRR 13 Sep (FSjr, FSsr).

Baird s Sandpiper: Pittstown 1 Sep (PK,
JD), SRR 3 Sep (FSjr, DF).

Pectoral Sandpiper: 2 Liberty Sod Farm
2 Sep (MH), 8 Pittstown 19 Oct (v.obs), 4
CL 2 Nov (TS).

Stilt Sandpiper: 2 Liberty Sod Farm 2
Sep (MH).

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 4 Pittstown 1
Sep (SG et al.), Liberty Sod Farm 14 Sep
(MH).

Short-billed Dowitcher: 2 Liberty Sod
Farm 2 Sep (MH).

Long-billed Dowitcher: Pittstown 19-21
Oct (FSjretal.).

LAUGHING GULL: 2 CL 16 Nov
(TS).

Bonaparte s Gull: 3 MCR 22 Oct (RK),
SRR 25 Oct (FSjr, FSsr), SL 2 Nov (TS),
2 SRR 2 Nov (FSjr), 6 MCR 15 Nov (LK),
up to 15 CL 15-16 Nov (FW, TS).

Iceland Gull: 1-2 Sussex County Land I
20-29 Nov (FW).

Lesser Black-backed Gull: all-time high
105 RVR 27 Sep (FSjr, FSsr).

Caspian Tern: SRR 2 Sep (MH), 2 SRR
17 Sep (FSjr, FSsr).

Common Tern: 2-3 SRR 2-3 Sep
(MH).

SOOTY TERN: SRR 2 Sep (MH-details

~ :
L

W S

County, from 31 October-1 November 2006. It establishes the fourth record for New Jersey,
all of which have occurred between late October and late November. The bird was identi ed
as a Black-chinned rather than a Ruby-throated on the basis of the broad, curved tip to the
outermost primary, dull overall plumage, and longish bill. Photo/Marge Barrett

to NJBRC), second regional record, associ-
ated w/ Tropical Storm Ernesto.

Black Tern: 2-9 SRR 2-3 Sep (v.obs),
associated with Ernesto.

CUCKOOS PIPITS

Black-billed Cuckoo: Paulinskill Lk 11
Sep (TS), HH 27 Sep (TS).

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Trout Brook
WMA 18 Sep (TS).

Barred Owl: 4 West Milford 17 Sep
(BE).

Common Nighthawk: 30 Newton 5 Sep
(DP), 26 Sunrise Mt 9 Sep (JFu).

Chimney Swift: dep 3 Amwell Lk 3
Oct (SG).

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: high 10
RR 4&10 Sep (BH).

BLACK-CHINNED HUMMING-
BIRD: private feeder Vernon 31 Oct-1
Nov (FW, JZ, JB, MB, ph.), rst regional
record.

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: ad f pri-
vate feeder Alexandria Twp 21 Oct-8 Dec
(PK, v.obs, ph.), banded, second regional
record.

Red-headed Woodpecker: RR 20 Sep
(BH), CBP 5 Oct (FSjr).

Northern Flicker: high 30 Clinton
WMA 21 Sep (FSjr, FSsr).

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Trout Brook
WMA 26 Sep (TS).

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: 2 banded
West Milford 8 Sep (BE), 2 banded West
Milford 10 Sep (BE), banded West Milford 17
Sep (BE), Clinton WMA 21 Sep (FSjr).

Acadian Flycatcher: banded West Mil-
ford 10 Sep (BE), banded West Milford 2
Oct (BE).

Alder Flycatcher: Clinton WMA 26
Sep (FSjr).

Great Crested Flycatcher: Lopatcong
5 Sep (RK).

White-eyed Vireo: 2 Paulinskill Lk 3 Sep
(TS), 5 Clinton WMA 7 Sep (FSjr, FSsr).

Blue-headed Vireo: 6 Kuser Natural Area
14 Oct (JW).

Philadelphia Vireo: Tower Hill 4 Sep (DF,
DW), West Portal 4 Sep (DF), Paulinskill Lk
5 Sep (TS), Clinton WMA 7 Sep (v.obs),
2 Clinton WMA 13 Sep (FSjr, FSsr), Blair-
stown 23 Sep (DB), CBP 9 Oct (RK).

Red-eyed Vireo: high 30 Clinton WMA
7 Sep (FSjr, FSsr).

Common Raven: RVR 5 Sep (SG),
2 Blairstown 22 Sep (DB), 2-4 daily RR
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This Rufous/Allen s Hummingbird was present at a feeder in Alexandria Township, Hunterdon
County, from 21 October-8 December 2006, photographed here during banding on 6 Decem-
ber. In-hand study of the bill and measurements of individual tail feathers showed the bird to
be an adult female Rufous. Photo/Scott Weidensaul

w/single ock of 13 on 25 Sep (BH), 2
Paulinskill Lk 28 Sep (TS).

Purple Martin: 4 SRR 2 Sep (v.obs).

Red-breasted Nuthatch: AM 7 Sep (SG),
2 RVR 3 Oct (SG).

House Wren: high 18 Clinton WMA
26 Sep (FSjr).

Winter Wren: arr Blairstown 23 Sep
(DB); high 14 Clinton WMA 25 Oct (FSjr,
FSsr), 7 MCR 27 Oct (RK).

Marsh Wren: AM 14 Oct (FSjr, FSsr),
CBP 15 Oct (MH, FSjr, MW), Clinton
Sewer Treatment Plant 15 Oct (JD), 2 AM
20 Oct (FSjr, FSsr), Readington Twp 20 Oct
(FSjr, FSsr).

Golden-crowned Kinglet: arr RR 2 Oct
(BH).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: high 80 Clinton
WMA 25 Oct (FSjr, FSsr).

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Featherbed Ln,
Kingwood Twp 27 Sep (LK), 17 banded West
Milford 30 Sep (BE).

Bicknell s Thrush: 7 banded West Mil-
ford 30 Sep (BE).

Swainsons Thrush: 100 banded West
Milford 22 Sep (BE).

Hermit Thrush: 69 banded West Milford
22 Oct (BE).

Brown Thrasher: Paulinskill Lk 4 Sep
(TS), Trout Brook WMA 22 Sep (TS).

American Pipit: high 250 Pittstown 19
Oct (SG).

24 Spring 2007

WARBLERS FINCHES

Blue-winged Warbler: Paulinskill Lk 4
Sep (TS), 2 Clinton WMA 7 Sep (SG).

Tennessee Warbler: Clinton WMA 8
Sep (FSjr, FSsr), Sunrise Mt 10 Sep (JFu),
Clinton WMA 22 Sep (FSjr), AM 22 Sep
(FSjr), 6 banded West Milford 25 Sep (BE),
CBP 30 Sep (v.obs).

Orange-crowned Warbler: Clinton
WMA 12 Nov (FSsr, FSjr).

Nashville Warbler: high 3 Clinton
WMA 7 Sep (v.obs), 3 Clinton WMA 22
Sep (FSjn).

Northern Parula: high 7 banded West
Milford 17 Sep (BE).

Chestnut-sided Warbler: high 8 Clinton
WMA 7 Sep (SG), 5 banded West Milford
8 Sep (BE).

Magnolia Warbler: high 34 Clinton
WMAV/SRR 22 Sep (FSjr).

Cape May Warbler: Sunrise Mt 10 Sep
(JFu), Blairstown 22 Sep (DB).

Black-throated Green Warbler: high 14
Clinton WMA 21 Sep (FSjr).

Pine Warbler: 2 RVR 3 Oct (SG), Trout
Brook WMA 4 Oct (TS).

Palm Warbler: high 50+ CBP 6 Oct
(FSjr, FSsr).

Bay-breasted Warbler: banded West Mil-
ford 8 Sep (BE), Paulinskill Lk 11 Sep (TS),
Blue Mt Lakes 12 Sep (DP), Paulinskill Lk
30 Sep (TS), Sawmill Rd 30 Sep (LK).

Blackpoll Warbler: high 11 banded West
Milford 17 Sep (BE).

Black-and-white Warbler: high 6 Clin-
ton WMA 7 Sep (FSjr, FSsr).

American Redstart: high 16 Clinton
WMA 7 Sep (FSjr, FSsr).

Connecticut Warbler: banded West
Milford 8 Sep (BE), banded West Milford
10 Sep (BE), Paulinskill Lk 11 Sep (TS),
Blue Mt Lakes 12 Sep (DP), banded West
Milford 17 Sep (BE), Ringoes 18 Sep (FSjr,
FSsr), Clinton WMA 22 Sep (FSjr).

Mourning Warbler: AM 22 Sep (DH).

Common Yellowthroat: high 35 Clinton
WMA 7 Sep (FSjr, FSsr); dep Paulinskill Lk
7 Nov (TS).

Wilson s Warbler: Clinton WMA 7 Sep
(v.0bs), 2 Clinton WMA 8 Sep (FSjr, FSsr),
Millbrook Gap 8 Sep (DB), Trout Brook
WMA 8 Sep (TS).

Yellow-breasted Chat: Clinton WMA
22 Sep (FSjr).

Scarlet Tanager: high 17 banded West
Milford 8 Sep (BE).

Eastern Towhee: 3 Trout Brook WMA
4 Oct (TS).

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW: HH 17
Sep (JFe), CBP 5 Oct (PK, SG, MH).

Vesper Sparrow: high 7 CBP 24 Oct
(FSjr, FSsr); Schick Reserve 16 Oct (FSjr),
3 Holland Twp 25 Oct (FSjr).

LARK SPARROW: CBP 6-7 Oct (JD
etal.).

Savannah Sparrow: high 75 CBP 9 Oct
(RK).

Grasshopper Sparrow: CBP 14 Oct
(FSsr, FSjr).

Fox Sparrow: arr Creek Res 22 Oct
(BH).

Song Sparrow: high 135 CBP 23 Oct
(SG), 225 Clinton WMA 25 Oct (FSjr,
FSsr).

Lincoln s Sparrow: high 14 CBP 30 Sep
(FSjr, FSsr).

Swamp Sparrow: high 45 CBP 23 Oct
(RK).

White-throated Sparrow: early SRR
3 Sep (DF); high 250 Tower Hill 24 Oct
(RK).

White-crowned Sparrow: high 22 CBP
24 Oct (FSjr, FSsr).

Dark-eyed Junco: arr RR 30 Sep
(BH).

Snow Bunting: Pittstown 28-29 Oct (FSjr,
PK),RR3Nov (BH), SRR 11 Nov (RK),RR
19 Nov (BH), SRR 22 Nov (FSjr).



Dickcissel: CBP 30 Sep (v.obs), Hol-
land Twp 2 Oct (FSjr, FSsr), CBP 21-23
Oct (v.obs).

Rusty Blackbird: high 64 AM 6 Nov
(5G).

Purple Finch: 2 Delaware Twp 15 Nov
(SG), only report.

REGION>2<

Piedmont Region, including Bergen,
Essex, Hudson, Union, Somerset,
Middlesex, Mercer, and eastern parts
of Passaic and Morris Counties.

EDITOR Michael Britt, 95 W. 17
Street, Bayonne, NJ 07002. e-mail:
mbritt78@hotmail.com

The fall season began with the arrival
of remnants of Tropical Storm Ernesto, the
only notable weather event of the season.
Temperatures in September and October
wereseasonal, and forthe rsttimeinseveral
years there was not an extension of summer-
like weather. There was also no shortage of
cold fronts during these months, resulting
insizable ights of long-distance and short-
distance migrants. In November, however,
the effects of a weak EIl Nino in the Paci ¢
were apparent, resulting in above-average
temperatures.

A Rosss Goose was detected amongst
a group of Snow Geese migrating over the
Montclair Hawk Lookout 18 November.
Two observers spied an American White
Pelican soaring over the Celery Farm on 11
November. Montclair had record numbers of
Bald Eagles, Red-shouldered Hawks, Golden
Eagles, and Peregrine Falcons. Four Sand-
hill Cranes were observed soaring over the
Hudson River fromthe lookoutin Alpineon
25 September. Perhaps deposited by Ernesto
were a Red-necked Phalarope at the Celery
Farm on 3 September, a Parasitic Jaeger
chasing Laughing Gulls at South Amboy
on 2 September, and widespread reports of
Black Terns.

A tremendous ight of 420 Common
Nighthawkswas observed at the Celery Farm
on 5 September. The Great Swamp, one of
the bestlocations for Northern Shrike in the

state, saw a bird arrive on 5 November and
remain through the period. Common Raven
continues to become more numerous and
widespread. Two Sedge Wrens were discov-
ered thisfall, one at the Celery Farm and the
other inasmall patch of appropriate habitat
atGarret Mountain. A Black-throated Gray
Warbler was observed and photographed
in an Oakland, Bergen backyard on 25
September. Similar to last fall, there were
widespread reports of Connecticut Warbler.
Most of the notable sparrow reports came
from Jersey City. It was another good year
for Vesper Sparrow, with nine recorded at
Liberty State Park alone. An immature
Lark Sparrow visited Lincoln Park West in
Jersey City for three days. Liberty also tallied
multiple days with 30+ Savannah Sparrows
(peak of 70 birds), three Grasshopper Spar-
rows, multiple forms of Nelson s Sharp-tailed
Sparrow, 22 Lincoln s Sparrows for the season
(other observers noted a banner year for this
species as well), a high single-day count of
25 White-crowned Sparrows (with several
observers noting a higher ratio of immatures
toadultsthanusual),and aLapland Longspur
3 October. A Dickcissel was recorded at the
Celery Farm 22 September. One surprise of
the season (especially during a non- ight
year) was four yover Evening Grosbeaks
at The Tourne on 22 October.
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Locations and Abbreviations

Boonton Reservoir, Morris; Campgaw
Reservation, Bergen; Caven Point, Hudson;
Cedar Park Bethel Cemetery, Bergen; CF is
the Celery Farm, Bergen; Chimney Rock,
Somerset; Duke Farms, Somerset; Garret
is Garret Mountain, Passaic; Greenbrook
Sanctuary, Bergen; GSNWR is Great Swamp
National Wildlife Refuge, Morris; HMEC
is Hackensack Meadowlands Environment
Center, Bergen; Laurel Hill, Hudson; LSP is
Liberty State Park, Hudson; Lincoln Park
West, Hudson; Montclair Hawk Lookout,
Essex; Morristown Airport, Morris; North
Hudson Park, Hudson; Pole Farm, Mercer;
Rosedale Park, Mercer; Six Mile Run,
Somerset; South Amboy, Middlesex; Tourne
Park, Morris; Trenton Marsh, Mercer; Troy
Meadows, Essex & Morris; Valleau Cemetery,
Bergen; Warren Green Acres, Somerset;
Weequahic Park, Essex.

GEESE SKIMMERS

ROSS GOOSE: Montclair 18 Nov
(SBy).

Blue-winged Teal: 2 LSP 6 Oct (MB).

Surf Scoter: 3 Boonton Res 1 Nov
(MB).

White-winged Scoter: Lk Parsippany,
Morris 10 Nov (GM).

Ruddy Duck: 25 Weequahic Park 27
Nov (GW).

Red-throated Loon: yover CF 22 Oct
(ST, CW, JW), LSP 16 Nov (VK).

Pied-billed Grebe: Greenbrook Sanctu-
ary 24-25 Sep (SBo), 2 Lincoln Park West
30 Sep-end of period (MB, VK), Weequahic
Park 2-30 Oct (GW), GSNWR 14 Oct
(RG), Garret 1 Nov (v.obs), 2 CF 2 Nov
(RF), LSP 19 Nov (VK), Rosedale Lk 22
Nov (BA).

Red-necked Grebe: Rosedale Lk 10 Nov
(KR, MR).

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN: CF
11 Nov (PD, JD).

American Bittern: CF 6 Sep (fide
SBa).

Little Blue Heron: 2 Duke Farms 6 Sep
(CA), CF 30 Sep (RF, FW).

Black-crowned Night-Heron: roost 30+
Laurel Hill 31 Oct (MB).

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: imm LSP
9&11 Sep (VK).

Bald Eagle: CF 1,14, & 21 Oct (RF,JW),
Princeton, Mercer 22 Oct (KH).

Red-shouldered Hawk: up to 2 CF 29
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Sep-5 Oct (RF), Morristown Airport 10
Oct (RR), Tourne Park 22 Oct (RR), Pole
Farm 25 Oct (BA), Rosedale Park 22 Nov
(BA).

Broad-winged Hawk: high 2560 Green-
brook Sanctuary 21 Sep (SBo).

SWAINSON S HAWK: light-morph
imm Duke Farms 22 Sep (CA, m.obs).

Rough-legged Hawk: dark-morph Troy
Meadows 18 Nov (RR).

Golden Eagle: Laurel Hill 29 Oct (MB,
VK).

Merlin: Ridgewood, Bergen 4 Oct (JW),

CHIMNEY ROCK HAWK-WATCH

Black Vulture 38
Turkey Vulture 207
Osprey 450
Bald Eagle 101
Northern Harrier 190
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2026
Cooper s Hawk 470

Northern Goshawk 3

2 LSP 21-25 Oct (MB, VK), 2 Morristown
Airport 10 Oct (RR), CF 10&17 Oct (RF),
Valleau Cemetery 18&26 Oct (JW), Camp-
gaw Reservation 21 Oct (BP), Pole Farm 25
Oct (BA), 2 Cedar Park Bethel Cemetery
6 Nov (JW).

Peregrine Falcon: 2 Kill Van Kull,
Hudson 27 Sep (MB), South Amboy 3 Oct
(TB), Morristown Airport 10 Oct (RR), CF
28 Nov (JW).

Clapper Rail: LSP 13 Sep (VK), Bayonne,
Hudson 1 Oct (MB, VK).

VirginiaRail: LSP 6 Oct (MB), GSNWR
8-10 Nov (MH).

American Coot: high 49 Weequahic Park
30 Oct (GW), 12 CF 1 Nov (RF).

SANDHILL CRANE: 4 over Hudson
River, Bergen 25 Sep (SBo).

Black-bellied Plover: LSP 20 Sep
(VK).

Killdeer: high 62 LSP 8 Oct (VK).

Pectoral Sandpiper: HMEC 16 Sep
( de SBa).

Dunlin: 2 LSP 5 Nov (VK).

Red-shouldered Hawk 181 - N
Broad-winged Hawk 5359 SB:)t”t Sandpiper: HMEC 16 Sep ( de
Red-tailed Hawk 154 RED-NECKED PHALAROPE: CF 3
Rough-legged Hawk 0
Golden Eagle 13 SR ST.FW).

. g PARASITIC JAEGER: South Amboy
American Kestrel 612
Merlin 151 25 (TB).
Peredrine Falcon 81 Laughing Gull: 50 LSP 21 Sep (MB).
Unidinti ed a4 Caspian Tern: 2 Veterans Park, Mercer

17 Sep (LH).
TOTAL 10,080 Least Tern: 4 Weequahic Park 5 Sep
(TV).
MONTCLAIR HAWK-WATCH
Black Vulture 16 DUKE FARMS HAWK-WATCH
Turkey Vulture 1031 pgjack Vulture 4
Osprey 734 Turkey Vulture 263
Bald Eagle* 125 Osprey 249
Northern Harrier 186  pg,iq Eagle 65
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2936 Northern Harrier o1
Cooper s Hawk 516 sharp-shinned Hawk 888
Northern Goshawk 1 Cooper s Hawk 193
Red-shouldered Hawk* 465 Northern Goshawk 1
Broad-winged Hawk 8241 " ped-shouldered Hawk 90
Red-tailed Hawk 587 Broad-winged Hawk 4840
Rough-legged Hawk O Red-tailed Hawk 102
*

Golde_n Eagle 8 Rough-legged Hawk 0
American Kestrel 652 551den Eagle 14
Merlin 121 American Kestrel 202
Peregrine Falcon* 73 Merlin 47
Unidenti_ed 28  peregrine Falcon 36
TOTAL 15,720  unidenti ed 12
*New high total Total 7097

26  Spring 2007

Black Tern: 2 Weequahic Park 5 Sep
(TV), Boonton Res 7 Sep (RR), South
Amboy 9 Sep (TB).

Black Skimmer: imm Caven Point 2 Sep
(MB), LSP 9 Sep (VK).

CUCKOOS PIPITS

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Lenape Park,
Union 3 Oct (FB).

Barred Owl: 2 GSNWR 8&21 Nov
(MH).

Common Nighthawk: high420 CF5 Sep
(JC), 100+ Graystone Hospital, Morris4 Sep
(RR), widespread smaller numbers.

Red-headed Woodpecker: Warren Green
Acres17 Sep (MH), CF5Oct (RF, JW, v.obs),
Ridgewood, Bergen 24 Oct (JW), 2 Rahway
R Park, Union 16 Nov-end of period (BK).

Northern Flicker: high 50 LSP 30 Sep
(MB).

Pileated Woodpecker: 2 Princeton,
Mercer 19 Sep (MT), Campgaw Reservation
28 Oct (BP).

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: 2 CF 3 Sep
(RF), Garret 13 Sep (RR).

Acadian Flycatcher: calling Garret 13
Sep (RR).

Northern Shrike: GSNWR 5 Nov-end
of period (MH, v.obs).

Yellow-throated Vireo: CF 6 Sep (RF,
ST).

Blue-headed Vireo: arr Garret 20 Sep
(v.obs), dep Garret 31 Oct (v.obs).

Philadelphia Vireo: Warren Green Acres
8 Sept (MH), Garret 4 Oct (PB, KB, DC,
KS, CT).

Common Raven: 6 Chimney Rock 4 Sep
( deGW), 3 Alpine, Bergen 31 Oct (MB), 3
Tourne Park 4 Nov (RR), up to 5 Montclair
throughout period (EG, BMcW).

Horned Lark: 8 LSP 16 Nov (VK), 3

This Black-throated Gray Warbler was a
real surprise in an Oakland, Bergen County,
yard on 25 September 2006. There are now
about 20 records for this species in the state,
about half of which come from the month of
September. Photo/Jesse Amesbury



